ABUSE
OF POWER

All Americans have the right to
support causes they believe In.

The right to speak out is among the most fundamental principles of American democracy. It

should never be taken away.

Yet, around the country, a group of state attorneys general have launched a misguided effort to

silence the views and voices of those who disagree with them.

Recently, New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, U.S. Virgin Islands Attorney General
Claude Walker, and a coalition of other "AGs United for Clean Power” announced an investigation
of more than 100 businesses, nonprofits, and private individuals who question their positions on

climate change.

debate or tolerates only government-approved opinions.
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This abuse of power is unacceptable. It is unlawful. And it is un-American.

Regardless of one’s views on climate change, every American should reject the use of government
power to harass or silence those who hold differing opinions. This intimidation campaign sets a
dangerous precedent and threatens the rights of anyone who disagrees with the government’s
position—whether it’s vaccines, GMOs, or any other politically charged issue. Law enforcement
officials should never use their powers to silence participants in political debates.

We are standing up for every American’s First Amendment right to speak freely. We hope you will
join us. This is a critical battle, and it will determine whether our society encourages spirited
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