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The Marginalization of Classical Studies and
the Ascendancy of Historical Studies in Late
Ch’ing and Early Republican China

Luo Zhitian

ABSTRACT

The decline of the establishment and the rise of peripheral and sub-
ordinate elements was an 1important characteristic of the late Ch'ing and
early Republican periods. Starting the late nineteenth century, aca-
demia became more diversified in its intellectual resources and develop-
ment. The evidential style (K'ao-cheng) of classical studies which had
been in the ascendant during the 1730s-1820s gradually lost its domi-
nant position, while historical studies left the periphery and assumed a
central role. This essay explores the course of the replacement of the
evidential style by historical studies. First, from the perspective of soci-
ological history, it investigates and analvzes the relationship between
classical studies and historical studies within evidential scholarship;
second, from the perspective of intellectual history, it examines the ele-
vation of historical studies to a position of primarv importance. It was
the interaction between the above two trends which tacilitated the re-

placement of classical studies by historical studies.



