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The Development of Market Towns During

the Ming-Ch’'ing Period

KANG CHAO

The market towns mushrooming in the lower Yangtze region during

the period of Ming-Ch’ing were characterized by the following unique

features:

1.

They came into being to serve rural subsidiary production rather
than consumption.

They were not hierarchic in nature, as evidenced by the tact that
they were usually even larger than the cities to which they were
subordinate administratively.

They were initially established as collection points for certain rural
handcraft products.

They attracted merchants from other areas with huge capital, and
their products were shipped directly to remote markets.

The rural subsidiary production activities surrounding those market
towns gradually developed their linkage effects both forward and
backward.



