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Chairman’s Address delivered on the Speech :
Day of Fews College, which was held =
at the College on Sunday, the 9th of

Nisan 5684, 13th April 1924, b
Mrs. Flora Sassoon. g e

MRr., EMANUEL, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN.

§ HAVE much pleasure in opening this
%3 meeting and welcoming the President and
» Members of the Council, the Members of
@) the professorial staff, the Students, Visitors,
#3 and Friends of Jews' College on this occasion.
Although I had the privilege twenty years ago of presiding
in this hall at a lecture delivered by a great friend of this
institution, the late MArcus NaTHAN ADLER, yet I consider
it a great honour to be the first lady-chairman at an Annual
Speech Day, which is always a festive occasion in the
annals of the College, and all the more so to-day as we are
celebrating the Seventieth Birthday of Sir Aporer Tuck in
a very tangible form by adding his portrait to those of a
large number of worthy men—he not the least worthy
among them—and I wish him a long life of continued
good deeds.

The Chief Rabbi has honoured me by delegating to me
the handing of the English Diploma qualifying for the
Rabbinical Diploma conferred by Jews' College on RasBI
Gorrop, whom I heartily congratulate.

Another pleasing celebration will be the presentation of
o Testimonial to Mr. KILNER, who has served the College
faithfully and usefully for nearly a jubilee of years, and to
whom our best thanks are due.
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o There was a particular thing which women used to do in
Talmudic times, 22797 REMR RA@DT 1797 (27) 17 M2n2)

| which Rashi explains: DY TAORM R03 BT NN DN,
g (the women used to anoint the heads of the disciples with
i oil), which I think was symbolical of 77N by mane (the oil
of the Torah), and only women had this privilege, because
i as the Gemara N”P 1" MM says: ["21 K23 O3
NRE9 ab I3 MIPNA, (What is the M1 (merit) of the
women? It is the taking of their children to the Beth
Hammidrash.) In showing my appreciation of the honour
conferred on me, I should like to point out in a few words
the thoughts which exercised my mind from the moment
I consented to take upon myself the duties of the chair;
so we shall turn to the time when this College was founded
about seventy years ago. What was the object of its
foundation, and what was expected of it? It was to spread
MY PN (Torah and Light) in the British Empire for
the Jews. The Scrolls of the Torah in the Holy Ark do
not speak, except through the Rabbis of the communities,
who show the people the way they should go, and the work
they must do from before the birth of the child until after
the death of the man. An institution like Jews College
stands for combining three of the greatest ideals in Judaism,
I mean the ideals of 7% 77T D' MXY 1N (Torah, fear

of God, and good manners). Here in this building resound
day by day, week by week, year in and year out, the sacred
 words of the Torah and Talmud, of Prophets and Psalmists,
of Tannaim and Amoraim, of Halakhists and Aggadists,
of Saboraim and Geonim, of Commentators of the Bible

and the Talmud, of Singers and Sages, of Rabbis and
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Codiﬁers.' : Thci:: wisc}om and 'teac“'hingé
and homilies, their cthics and interpretations are be
taught and explained here. This place therefore resern
a life-giving well, which supplies strength . '
our communities far and near, The gates gfw
study and learning ought to be sought by more
than is unfortunately the case at prese-nt.'. If v
the fact which puzzled the greatest minds of the wo.
ancient times as well as of more recent days—1I mea
problem: ¢ What supplied our people with the sup
strength to overcome all the sufferings and torture
persecutions and hatred of thousands of years and
enemies ? '—there could be found no other answer
the historical truth that the Torah was the chief force wl
kept us alive. Considering the fact, one is surprised th
in our age, which sees in learning and education the h rhes
olory and greatest pride of national life, our brethren anc
sisters, Jews and Jewesses, should with indifference irn
away from our unparalleled Torah and literatures, our
olorious past and history, jeopardizing the future of our
holiest heritage, our religion and teachings which were
great aim of the pious founders M’y. The 2"M in f
N7y M say: DR 0 MR S PP N 3ME N7
=5bma DMEBen (what is the special meaning of the
¢ The Lord loveth the gates of Zion ?’ (Ps. Ixxxvii. 2.
means the Lord loveth the gates which are prominent
through the study of the Halakhah), and the Gemara in
) 7D NI says: D MW D KD MIN S s,
from 13'38 DRMAN onwards, and even in the bondagg )
Egypt, they had a Yeshibah. As long as, observed an

Scanned by CamScanner



e

L9

ncient heathen friend of Rabbi Meir, the synagogues and
houses of learning re-echo the words of the Torah, the hand
of Esau cannot touch them. When, however, these sacred
places are left by Jews, generally then they have to feel
Esau's hatred (Gen. Rab. 65, 16)—an old experience in
a new form. There was, and is, only one safeguard against

the enmity and misunderstanding of the whole world, and
that is the upkeep of the Torah.

More recently we find a trend of mind in our own com-
munity which tries to deride and minimize the worth of the
Torah by declaring it childish and useless. 1 may quote a
personal experience of the ‘childish’ influence of the Torah.
ILast summer, when we visited Baden-Baden, we made an
excursion to a neighbouring famous place known to most
people—Heidelberg. When we returned in the evening,
I was agreeably surprised to find a letter written to me by
my little grandson, who was then not yet eight years of age,
which concluded with the quotation: N3 S ¥n DN
PP "N D3N3 (and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation (Exod. xix. 6)). Well, which of us
would not wish that each Jew, humble or high, rich or poor,
learned or unlearned, young or old, men and women, would

be /n 5 793 51 (and all thy children shall be taught

of the Lord (Isa. liv. 13)), and be filled with the meaning
and strength of this immortal promise to Israel of oD oy

and ©973 NbBB?  How can teachings which endeavour

to implant the highest ideals of honour and truth, of
sobriety and temperance, be accounted useless? Already
in the second century the Rabbis, 37y B &P, disputed

whether learning is more useful or whether deeds ought to
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be more appreciated. The scholars agreed wi
‘Akiba, who said learning was greater than d
learning leads to good deeds. Rabbi ‘Akiba pr
sincerity of his belief by sanctifying the Holy Nam
in time of persecution. In our age, our duty |
least be to live according to the Torah and the ic
Judaism, s
This is my humble view of what Jewish learn
to be, and has to perform in our days. We wan
The larger their number, the greater is our hop
in the future, and I may be allowed to appeal now
those who have the love of the Torah in their h
come forward and assist the authorities of this oll
establishing bursaries for young men who are w
become Rabbis and Teachers in Israel. There is an
story in /I NIoR % pAD nam BOENY of three |

who visited a city. When they entered they a-sk:"’“"
the guardians and officials of the city. The magistra
and officials were introduced to them. The Rabbis
surprised, and said : ‘Do not ye know who the guardians o
your city are? They are the students and the teach
of the Law. What was true many hundred years ago
equally true to-day. The sons of the Torah, those who
Jearn and teach the Law, who spread the word of God, the_;y”?"
are the real guardians of our people. ~The Talmud in
NP 2% PO says: 19N DI MITISN AOWH 1930 N1 AN
Do Hsbn 158 maw AN ©on3 5P (this nation is
compared to the vine tree; the branches thereof are the
landed proprietors, its clusters are the scholars). It is thelr
happy lot to work in the sanctuary of the Lord to further
peace in Isracl and among mankind, and to bring the

4
:
E

Scanned by CamScanner



ki)

children of our race nearer to our Father in heaven, as we
read in yesterday’s Haftarah 0")3 ‘7}7 max 25w
(and He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children
(Mal. iii. 24)). So it is likewise the duty of every Jew to
esteem and appreciate, spiritually as well as materially, the
endeavours of the Talmide Hakhamim, and to support

such institutions as Jews’ College, which was erected by its
pious founders to rear Talmide Hakhamim.

In conclusion, a word to the students.
7Y 27p NBY, said: o2 1w Sen mam v oo mebe
VBN M by b bon e o mam b oW
NN N PN 82 MRS M B son m Py e S
PP T3N3 Y M o &shi e S oam mams
DT NS KD W D M RS M (there are three
crowns : one of the Altar, one of the Holy Ark, and one of
the Table. That of the Altar, Aaron took by his merit;
that of the Table, King David took by his merit; that of
the Holy Ark is still lying there, for whosoever would
wish to have it. Should you perhaps think that this is so

because that one is the least valuable [of the thre€]? 1n
order that you should not think so, it is said (Prov. viii. 1g):

‘It is through me (i.e. the Torah) that kings become rulers.’
Rabbi Yohanan asked thereupon: ‘ How is it that there is
written Zar (i.e. stranger) and we read Zer (i.e. crown)?
That is to say: If one deserves it, it becomes for him
a crown (Zer), but if one does not deserve it then it
becomes estranged (Zar) from him.” I wish you to acquire
in your scholastic career this 0 S nN3, the Crown of
the Torah, MM 1A b3 (in order to enlarge the
knowledge of the Torah and make it solid).

Our sages, in
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The Chairmarn's Reply to the vote of thanks
| proposed. by éér Adolph Tuck, By
and seconded b ) Myr. Otto Sc b{f:

R0 @ AM much obliged to Sir Avorr Tuck and to
‘.‘l 2 Mg. OrroScurrr for their kind words addressed
°B to me, and to all of you, Ladies and Gentle-
@) men, for the way in which you have expressed
" your approval. I was greatly pleased to be
present on this occasion to listen to the very learned address
of the Principal, Dr. BUcuLER, and T am sure you all join
me in appreciation of it.
And just one word more before I resume my seat. In

the ferst NNIDD (treatise) of the Talmud, Ny N5 Mo
it is said: N300 937 TN NO8 1135 098 S0 b which
means, when parting from a friend one should mention a
95 737, and if one Halakhah makes a happy parting,

then how much good must come from many Halakhoth ?
Therefore I will quote to you the Zast passage of the whole

Talmud in 3} 77, which says: mn%n 55 1% 197 8o
22 M2OT ‘3t 837 B9 13 NI 15 miaais by b s

M5 a5 Moo PN b 15 (it was taught in the School
of Eliyyahoo, that he who studies Halakhoth daily, may be
assured of being a son of the world to come, as it is said
(Hab. iii. 6) : the eternal ways are His, read not M3*5n ie.
ways, but M3 i.e. he who studies them, the Halakhoth,

to him bc]ongs the future world). What is the difference
between Halithoth and Halakhoth?  Halithotl *Olam is

the gf:neral walk of all Colleges, but it is Halakhotl for
a Jewish College,
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