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ALAMO
BO SHOW
Huskers end strange month
with bowl win to finish 10-3

By Rich Kaipust
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

SAN ANTONIO — The last handoff
Monday night actually came minutes
after Nebraska’s 17-3 win over Michigan
State in theAlamoBowl.

That’s when the Huskers, feeling as if
they had done their part, turned things
over to Athletic DirectorStevePederson
and the weight of naming a new head
football coach.

“This is a great setup for next year,’’
said sophomore defensive tackle Le Ke-
vin Smith. “But it all depends on what de-
cision the organization decides to make.
If they make the right decision, this pro-
gram goes in the perfect direction.’’

Exactly a month after having its foot-
ball world turned upside down, Ne-
braska showed few signs of being in dis-
array before an Alamodome crowd of
56,226.

Senior quarterback Jammal Lord
threw for a career-high 160 yards. Soph-
omore I-back Cory Ross ran for a career-
best 138 yards and two touchdowns,
doing so on a school-record37carries.

And the NU defenders — perhaps the
staunchest supporters of Interim Head
Coach Bo Pelini getting the job perma-
nently — gave up the fewest points ever
allowed by the Huskers in their 42 all-
timebowl games.

Now they wait. And they hope that Pe-
derson makes good on a promise that Ne-
braska players will be the first to know

who theirnext head coach willbe.

“That’s what was said before,’’ junior
cornerback Lornell McPherson said.
“We don’t know. We’ll just have to wait
andsee whatcomes.’’

When, where and who are the popular
See Huskers: Page 2
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A pass by Michigan State quarterback Jeff
Smoker, No. 9, is batted down by Ne-
braska free safety Josh Bullocks in the
second quarter.

Can Pederson bypass Bo?
Sadly, the answer may be yes

SAN ANTONIO — “We
Want Bo!’’ “We Want Bo!’’
“We Want Bo!’’ The cry rang
loud and true through the Ala-
modome, out the door, into the
south Texas night, down to
the River Walk and maybe
even all the way to next sea-
son.

There was no word if the
chant was comingout ofSteve
Pederson’s booth.

Chances are it wasn’t.
It was in the first half of Nebraska’s

17-3 Alamo Bowl victory over Michigan
State. Things were looking good for the
Big Red. Big plays.Big cheers.

The ESPN camera flashed to the Pe-
derson booth, and there sat theNebraska
athletic director, looking like he had a
case of River Walkheartburn.

If a picture is worth 1,000
words, this look said, “Now
whatdo Ido?’’

Hire Bo Pelini.
Howcan Pederson not?
That is the question that Pe-

derson’s self-titled Husker
Nation asks this morning.
After the scene that unfolded
here, it isone worth asking.

The soap opera that is Ne-
braska’s coaching search just

got more interesting. Does Pederson al-
ready have his mind made up? Does he
pass over Pelini now at the risk of raising
the decibelsof hiscritics?

Can his home run choice possibly be
popular after this, if he lets Pelini go to
OklahomaorOhio State or wherever?

Pelini, Frank Solich’s holdover staff
See Shatel: Page 2
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Nebraska’s Cory Ross is given a boost by offensive guard Jake Andersen after Ross scored one of his two touchdowns in
the second quarter.

Jays hope to keep
Bears in hibernation

Bench leads Huskers past Gophers
By Chad Purcell

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

MINNEAPOLIS — Nebraska
Coach Barry Collier said he
didn’t want to make too big a deal
out of the Huskers’ 77-60 win
over Minne-
sota Monday
night.

But there
was no hiding
Nebraska’s en-
thusiasm after
its victory in
Minneapolis —
which goes
into the books
a s t h e
Huskers’ first
true road win since the 2001-02
season.

In fact, junior John Turek
emerged from Nebraska’s row-
dy-sounding postgame locker
room singing, “We won a road
game, we won aroad game.”

“We try not to make these

games monumental,” Collier
said. “But there’s a confidence
that comes with it, and certainly
we’re excited that we played well
and shot well on the road. Maybe
that canopen the door.”

Led by Nate Johnson and Brian
Conklin, the Huskers’ reserves
outscored the Gophers’ bench
56-7 Monday. Johnson tied a ca-
reer-high with his 25-point ef-
fort, and Conklin had a sea-
son-best 17 points, including five
3-pointers.

Johnson finished 7 for 12 from
the field and connected on both of
his 3-point attempts. Conklin hit5
of 6 from behind the arc, and Ne-
braska as a team sank a sea-
son-high 11 3-pointers on 20 at-
tempts.

The 12,552 fans at Williams
Arena watched the Gophers (6-3)
lose their first home game of the
season. It happened against a Ne-
braska team that hadn’t won on
the road since it beat Texas A&M
in College Station 82-72 on Feb.

See Gophers: Page 2

By Steven Pivovar
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Southwest Missouri State
Coach Barry Hinson knows it’s
all amatter of perspective.

A year ago, he would have
loved to be 7-4 heading into the
Bears’ first game after Christ-
mas.

“It sure would have made for a
better holiday period for my fam-
ily,’’ Hinson said. “We were 3-5
and coming off an embarrassing
loss to Southeast Missouri. It
seemed like I was seeing myself
hanging from trees all around
town.’’

This year, Hinson’s Bears are
7-4 heading into tonight’s 7:05
Missouri Valley Conference
game against Creighton at the
Omaha Arena. That’s the best re-
cord SMS has compiled in
pre-Christmas games in five sea-

sons under Hinson.
Yet . . .
“We’re a bit like Lewis and

Clark — we’re still searching,’’
Hinson said. “We have not gotten
comfortable with a rotation. We
had four guys coming back who,
with the exception on Monwell
Randle, have not played up to
their capabilities. Our freshmen
are struggling, but that’s not a
surprise. The surprise is that our
experienced players are.

“It’s very disappointing but I
See Creighton: Page 2

Tonight’s game
Who: Creighton (8-0) vs.

SW Missouri State (7-4)
Where: Omaha Arena
When: 7:05 p.m.
Radio: KOMJ (590 AM)
TV: KMTV (Channel 3; Cox Cable

Channel 5)

Conklin

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

Minnesota’s Kris Humphries, left, and Nebraska’s Nate Johnson bat-
tle for the ball during the first half of Monday’s game in Minneapolis.


