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Foreword

The National Council of Educational Researchand Trainingisatahistoricmomentcompleting
half a century of dedicated work in shaping school education in India. Fifty years may not
be a long span in a nation’s history but quite a time in an institution’s history. Over the
five decades, NCERT has grown to become an apex premier institution in the country. The
Council’s work stands testimony to its rich contribution to ushering educational reforms
and innovations in school education and teacher education.

Among the many initiatives to celebrate the Golden Jubilee year of NCERT, the idea of
preparing the photo album is not only unique but is evocative as well, recording an evolving
story of change and progress of the Institution. It attempts to pictorially epitomise the
educational concerns and processes with which NCERT has been engaged, presenting a
range of picture collection since the establishment of NCERT in 1961. It captures significant
events, visits of prominent personalities from different walks of life, major contributions,
achievements and initiatives of the past and the present. It not only showcases events of
historical importance but also presents images of events marking the celebration of the
Golden Jubilee year. Through this album, we look back to the road we travelled during
different times. It has also given us an opportunity to reflect on our achievements and
aspirations for the future.

My sincere thanks and appreciation for the sustained efforts of the committee members,
Publication Department and all those involved in making this album possible in its present
form and shape.

R. Govinda

Director

New Delhi National Council of Educational
19 August 2011 Research and Training



About the Album

The National Council of Educational Research and Training, in its journey in bringing
abouta change in school education has completed a significant milestone as it celebrates
its Golden Jubilee year. This photo album takes you through a visual journey of NCERT,
right from the time of its inception to the present. Each photograph mirrors a major
initiative, development, or achievement since 1961 with the purpose of recording
the place, person(s) and event associated with them, and helps to build the story.
The pictures have been selected from varied sources such as photo library, annual
reports, newsletters as well as departmental and personal collections of the faculty.
The outcome is the creation of an archive of educational significance ranging from the
intriguing records of building of the sites to rousing images of the Council’s activities.

While the pictures say it all, the accompanying headings, theme introductions,
captions, and chronological portrayal of events provide the context. The photographs
have been arranged in a manner intended to convey the sense and feel of the situation
to the viewer. It is difficult to touch upon all aspects of an institution that is engaged in
a wide range of activities from planning and implementation of policies and schemes to
providing professional support to teachers, connecting with students and much more.
However, we have tried to encapsulate the major achievements and the work of NCERT
over the five decades as best as we could.

Beginning with a view of the site where the Council’s headquarters stands today,
the journey continues with the visits of luminaries, moving on to envisioning the
school curriculum, syllabi, textbooks, learning kits, promoting education in the early
years, in arts and science and then continues on to technological, vocational, gender,
peace, population, environmental concerns and research endeavours. This collection
of photographs is reminiscent of landmark events one would like to cherish and feel
proud of. We believe that it would refresh the memories of all those who have been part
of or have been associated with NCERT in some way or the other.

Acknowledgement

The preparation of this album would not have been possible without
the valuable suggestions by Professor R. Govinda, Director, NCERT and
Professor B.K. Tripathi, Joint Director, NCERT. We also must express our
gratitude to Professor G. Ravindra, former Joint Director for helping us
with the first steps towards making of this album. Acknowledgments are
also due to Join Director, CIET; Joint Director, PSSCIVE; Principals of the
Regional Institutes of Education, Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysore,
Shillong; and the Heads of Departments of the National Institute of
Education, New Delhi. Special thanks are due to R.C. Das, Kishore, and
Shri Bihari, of the photo division of the CIET who rendered help in locating
many of the photographs. We also record with thanks the timely help of
PK. Mishra, and Deepmala of the Department of Educational Psychology
and Foundations of Education. We are grateful to the Public Relations Unit
and the Department of Library Documentation and Information of the
NCERT for letting us have access to news clippings and old newsletters.

The album would not have been complete without the arduous efforts
put in by Vijayam Sankaranarayanan, Editor and Mathew John, Editorial
Assistant, Publication Department, NCERT. The finalisation of the album
was taken up by Surender Kumar, DTP.



Edifice of Education
NCERT Comes into Being

The National Council of Educational Research and Training was formally established on 1 September 1961,
with its headquarters known as the National Institute of Education located at New Delhi, to function

as the principal educational agency for developing research, training and extension programmes for
qualitative improvement of school education. The National Institute of Audio-visual Education, the
National Fundamental Education Centre, the Directorate of Extension Programmes for Secondary
Education, the Central Institute of Education, the Central Bureau of Textbook Research, the Central Bureau
of Educational and Vocational Guidance, the All India Council for Secondary Education and the National
Institute of Basic Education provided the nucleus for the National Institute of Education.

The Regional Colleges of Education were also established at Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Mysore

to meet the special needs of pre-service and in-service training of teachers for the multipurpose schools
in different regions. The Regional Colleges of Education were later renamed as the Regional Institutes

of Education. The North-East Regional Institute of Education was set up in the year 1995 at Shillong to

address the needs of the region. Here are some images of significant moments as the NCERT evolved.



The land where the Council’s headquarters stands today
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Shri K.L. Shrimali, the then Minister of Education, speaking
Dr S. Radhakrishnan laying the foundation stone of the National Institute of Education at New Delhi on the occasion while Dr S. Radhakrishnan listens



Shri K.L. Shrimali laying the foundation stone of one of Shri M.C. Chagla, former Minister of Education, inaugurates the first
the buildings of the National Institute of Education building of the Regional College of Education, Mysore, 1965



L SRR R R

INFCIONAL COLLECE ©oF TIUCATION, | gaw uiw [y sofvoss 6@
AJMER | mw e

FOUNDATION STORE LATS WY | win fam ok
Dr. K.L SHRIMALI T WmmTa A
LHION MINBTIA OF EDUCATION &m sk =
TUFSDAY, OCTOBEA 30, 062 WERW 40 OEN L0

ANGALYAR KARTIK 0.1604 ows. ) e 1ney ()
| |

Above. Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, the then Minister of Human Resource Development, unveiled the
foundation stone of the building of the Central Institute of Educational Technology, 1987

The CIET building inaugurated in 1991 by the then Prime
Minister, Shri Chandra Shekhar. The building known as
‘Chacha Nehru Bhawan'’ is dedicated to the children of India.



Above. A glimpse of the various buildings of the National Institute of Education and the Central Institute
of Educational Technology at New Delhi

Right. The Regional Institutes of Education at Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysore and Shillong
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India’s first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, with international delegates and NCERT officials



LEFT TO RIGHT

Former Prime Minister, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, on a visit to NCERT

The Chief Minister of the erstwhile State of Ajmer-Mewar, Shri H.B. Upadhyay, with Dr J.H. Shukla,
Principal, RCE, Ajmer, visiting an agricultural farm in the RCE, 1964

Dr S. Radhakrishnan in RCE, Mysore, with Shri V.V. Giri, Governor of Kerala, and Shri S. Nijalingappa,
Chief Minister of Karnataka, 1965






||l

£
%

P

W
-

FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT

Former Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi, being received at the NCERT and showing keen interest
in a science exhibit

Shri Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister, and Shri Iswaribhai Patel at a discussion on examination
reforms, 1977
THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Gyani Zail Singh, the then President of India, and Smt. Sheila Kaul, the then Minister of Education,
having a look at NCERT publications

Dr Karan Singh, the then Minister of Education, seen addressing a gathering at the NCERT

Professor Nurul Hasan, the then Minister of Education, and Shri Rais Ahmed, former Director,
NCERT, in a Governing Body meeting with the Education Ministers from different states

11
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

Professor P.L. Malhotra, former Director, NCERT, welcoming Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime Minister. Also
seen are Shri K.C. Pant, the then Minister of Education and Professor D. S. Kothari, eminent educationist

Shri PV. Narasimha Rao, the then Minister of Human Resource Development, releasing a book. Also seen is
Professor P.L. Malhotra, 1984

Shri K.C. Pant and Smt. Sheila Kaul, former Ministers, and Professor P.L. Malhotra, inaugurating a
Community Singing programme



Shri R. Venkataraman, the then President of India, Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav, then Member of Parliament
and Professor A.K. Sharma, former Director, NCERT, keenly observing a science exhibit

Smt. Sheila Kaul, the then Minister of Education, releases a book, Science and Man, while
Professor D.S. Kothari, and Professor P.L. Malhotra look on

.
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National Council of Educational Research & Training
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Dr A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, the then President of India, receives a copy of an NCERT publication from Professor ].S. Rajput

Smt. Medha Patkar addressing the National Rural Teachers’ Conference as part of the National Curriculum
Framework - 2005, at NIE

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan who was invited to deliver a lecture on Education for Peace

FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT
Actor-Director, Amol Palekar, in CIET for the All India Children’s Audio Video Festival

Veteran Actor, Nasiruddin Shah, with Ms Vijaya Mulay, former Principal of the Centre for Educational Technology, NCERT
at the All India Children’s Audio Video Festival

Smt. Najma Heptullah, former Chairperson, Rajya Sabha, addressing a seminar organised by the Council



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

Veteran wrestler and actor, Dara Singh, with children in a CIET studio

Shri Arjun Singh, former Minister of Human Resource Development, releasing the Council’s publications on
the occasion of the 30th General Body Meeting, 1994. Also seen are Kumari Selja, the then Minister of State of
Human Resource Development and Professor A.K. Sharma.

Shri S.R. Bommai, former Minister of Human Resource Development, being shown the Council’s publication,
India’s Struggle for Independence by Professor A.K. Sharma

15






His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, is seen with Dr Karan Singh and Professor ].S. Rajput
on the occasion of an extension lecture on Education for Peace, 2002

Eminent lyricist, Gulzar, at a function for promotion of children’s
literature. Also seen in the picture are Professor PK. Bhattacharya,
Joint Director, CIET, and Professor Indira Arjun Dev

17
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Dr A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, the then President of India, receives a copy of an NCERT publication from Professor ].S. Rajput

Smt. Medha Patkar addressing the National Rural Teachers’ Conference as part of the National Curriculum
Framework - 2005, at NIE

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan who was invited to deliver a lecture on Education for Peace

FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT
Actor-Director, Amol Palekar, in CIET for the All India Children’s Audio Video Festival

Veteran Actor, Nasiruddin Shah, with Ms Vijaya Mulay, the then Joint Director, CIET, at the All India Children’s
Audio Video Festival

Smt. Najma Heptullah, former Chairperson, Rajya Sabha, addressing a seminar organised by the Council
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, the then Minister of Labour, at a function in the Council

Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Human Resource Development and Smt. D. Purandeswari, Minister of
State of Human Resource Development, in NCERT on the occasion of the 49th Foundation Day, 2010

Shri Kapil Sibal planting a tree during his visit to NCERT headquarters, 2010



Curriculum Matters

NCERT has the mandate for developing the National Curriculum Framework for school education and
reviewing it periodically. In this direction, the Council attempted innovations in curriculum design and
development over the years to bring in the much-needed change, placing the child at the centre of
schooling. The frameworks are evolved and reviewed through intensive consultations and deliberations
by eminent scholars from different disciplines, policy makers, teachers, parents and other stakeholders.
The significant feature of the National Curriculum Framework, 2005, was the 21 position papers
prepared by the National Focus Groups. Curricular reforms and development of quality materials for
teaching-learning of the various subject areas, prototype syllabi, textbooks and supplementary materials,

including educational kits, have been a major focus during the past five decades.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Envisioning School Education: National Curriculum Frameworks — 1975, 1988, 2000 and 2005
Position Papers of the National Focus Groups for NCF-2005

Creating Prototype Syllabi: National-level model syllabi for various subjects




Making of the Curriculum: Voices from cross-sections of the society

CONFERENCE O DIRECTORS OF
gCERT 61Es ON NCF 2008
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Above. International Seminar on School Curriculum Policies and Practices, 2009

Below. Translation workshop in progress: NCF-2005 has been translated into all official
Indian languages

Professor Anil Sadgopal addressing the National Rural Teachers’
Conference, 2005
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MEETING OF THE CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD OF EDUCATION
TO DISCUSS NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK - 2005

June 7, 2005 New Delhi
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Meeting of the National Focus Group on Indian languages. Seen here are
Professor R.J. Sharma, Member Secretary, Professor Ramakant Agnihothri,
Chairperson of the Group, and Professor Krishna Kumar, former Director; NCERT, 2004

Professor Yashpal chairing a meeting of the National Steering Committee

The CABE meeting debates the NCF-2005. The CABE approved the NCF in its
next meeting.
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Textbooks and Supplementary Materials: Then and Now
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Above. Chief Business Manager, Publication

Textbooks and audio-video materials for the primary stage Department, speaking to B.Ed. students

Below. Awards for excellence in book publishing

28



Educational Kits
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Various initiatives for quality education during the foundation years of schooling have been taken
by the NCERT under Early Childhood Care and Education and Elementary Education programmes.
The ECCE focuses on preparing the child for school to meet the demands of the primary school
curriculum. Development of materials and educational kits for making learning joyful has been a
significant activity. NCERT is also a nodal agency for the Government of India’s scheme of Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan and has provided inputs for monitoring the quality of primary education.
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Project to inculcate reading habit
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Inculcating the Habit of Reading in the Young: The Barkha Series. The Council
launched a Reading Development Cell in the year 2007 to promote the reading
habit in very young children. A graded series in Hindi consisting of a series of forty
storybooks for four levels were brought out for the use of children in Classes I and II.

Professors Venita Kaul, Rajalakshmi Muralidharan, A.K. Sharma and Advocacy Poster: Up against corporal punishment
P.N. Dave in a meeting of Principals of leading schools in Delhi, 1990
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National Resource Group Meeting of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
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Above. Diploma Course in Early Childhood Care and Education

Below. Orientation of state functionaries
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THIS PAGE
Smt. Indira Gandhi keenly observing an exhibit

Exhibits from the 1970s and 1980s

In the Pursuit of Science

Among the many initiatives in Science Education, the National Science
Exhibition has been a popular annual national event bringing together
a large number of school children and teachers on a common platform.
The Exhibition for the first time was jointly organised by NCERT and
the University Grants Commission under the banner of ‘National
Science Exhibition for Children’ in 1971. From 1972 to 1978, it was
organised in collaboration with the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund.
In the year 1988 the exhibition was renamed the ‘Jawaharlal Nehru
National Science Exhibition for Children’ to mark the occasion of
Jawaharlal Nehru’s birth centenary.

FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
National Science Exhibition at Goa, 2000

An NCERT bookstall at the Science Exhibition
Mathematics Laboratory at NIE

Aspiring scientists showcasing their innovations






Science Park - Learning Beyond the Classroom

The idea of a Science Park was conceived as part of NCERT’s ‘Popularisation of
Science’ activities to provide an opportunity for children, science teachers as well
as others concerned with the teaching of science in school. The models and gadgets
on display in the park intend to nurture curiosity and scientific knowledge.

The Science Parks located at NIE, New Delhi and at RIE, Mysore, have been
designed and fabricated in the NIE Workshop Department.
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FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Three Marble Slabs: comparing solar radiation absorption by different surfaces; Single Pulley: to lift load;
Movable Pulleys: an advantage; Simple Pendulum: study of dependence of time period on length and mass;
Archimedes’ Screw: a water pump; Pinhole Camera: formation of image due to rectilinear propagation of light.
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Engaging with the Arts

Art education, an integral component in school education, has been a crusade,
as it was for a long time a part of the co-curricular activities. The concerns

of art education as an integral part of school curriculum are reflected in the
National Curriculum Framework-2005 document. Started with conducting
camps and art-related activities in the 1970s and 1980s, the area has now
evolved and is expanding rapidly.




Ten-year school curriculum and fine arts

Prof. Rais Ahmed, our Director Educators. The course also included pndipr
said that education hitherto had A four-week Refresher Course training in clay modelhs\g..jm'tgﬂ'l

been sterlized and washed clean of on Appreciation of Fine Arts and ture, graphics, silk screem @

1] elements of culture. Emphasis- Culture for Teacher Educators painting, etc.

ing that art and culture should form of Secondary Training Colleges The purpose of the courss

a part of education, he said the new was organised by the Depart- to help the participants %

pattern of education would correct ~ment of Teacher Education on the interest of prospective

this drawback. However, it was NIE campus. The purpose of  teachers in fine arts and culinTes

not proposed to introduce a new the course was to make teacher This, it is expected, would

subject but the concepts would be educators learn about the different the propogation of culiure s

woven into the existing school facets of culture, basic concepts of fine arts amongst schoal chil

subjects, he added, while speaking Indian phitosophy and religion, in the country.

at the inaugural of the refresher and the historical background of Prof. D.P. Yadav, Unios Deputy N -
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Language Laboratory i Febroary.
The course held for the second
foreign language tenchers 48 g€
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Method Masters’
S. Basu, Reader incharit wf
Laboratory is seen condsihing
Masters® course.

FACING PAGE

Top Row. Child y
ren and teachers at the ‘Arts Club’, Department of Basic Educati
Bottom Row. Puppeteering at CIET o

THIS PAGE, ABOVE

Workshop for th
p for the development of Art Curriculum for the National Curriculum Fra k
mework - 1976.

Shri ].D. Virmani, the Co
. b nvener of the NCF C i i
Rt A ommittee on Art Education, is seen with experts
Arts educators conducti
ing workshops for children and
teachers
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Dr ].D. Virmani, Art Educator, being felicitated by Professor Vasudha Kamat, former Joint Director, CIET
Smt. Sushma Seth speaking on Art and its impact in a seminar held as part of the Golden Jubilee year celebrations
Faculty members and teacher educators experiencing the Art of Lion Loom Weaving, an ancient craft of the North-East

The NCERT faculty with Smt. D. Purandeswari, Minister of State of Human Resource Development, at the UNESCO 2nd World
Conference on Arts Education, Seoul, 2010
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i a‘ ltraining and development of teachers has been a prime concern for supporting the

as rro reforms can be visualised without it. The pre-service and in-service teacher education
by the Regional Institutes of Education and the other various in-service courses that the
Council conducts cater to the needs of teachers across the country and across different school systems.
Comp etit;ons in innovative practices and experiments in schools, consultations with SCERT and SIE

'El, training of teachers using satellite technology are some of the programmes that support

achers in large numbers.
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Summer Institute for school, college and university teachers organised at the
Regional College of Education, Ajmer, 1968

Smt. Sheila Kaul, former Minister of Education and Professor S.K. Mitra, former
A photograph of members of the Science Association, RCE, Ajmer, 1978-79 Director, NCERT, at the National Seminar on Teacher Education.
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Supporting the Teacher: Orientations and trainings held at NIE, RIEs and at various SCERTs and DIETSs
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Left. A video-conferencing session using the EDUSAT network

Above. Professor Krishna Kumar speaking at the Conference of Directors of

SCERTSs, SIEs and SIETS, a regular activity of the Council. Also seen are
Professors D.K. Bhattacharjee and S.K. Yadav.
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Training of Social Science teachers organised by NIE

Training on Geographical Information System at NIE



NATIONAL SEMINAR
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Recognising Innovative Teachers

The Council’s popular scheme of All India Competition in Innovative Practices and Experiments in
Education was launched in the 1960s to encourage innovations in teaching. Here are some scenes from

the award ceremonies and seminars.
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Counsellors in the Making: The Flagship Diploma Course

NCERT, since its inception, has been offering a Diploma in Guidance and Counselling to train professionals to serve as
counsellors in schools and allied settings. The beginnings can be traced back to the year 1952-53 when the Central
Bureau of Educational and Vocational Guidance was set up at the Central Institute of Education, Delhi, under a
centrally sponsored scheme and was later merged with the Council. To meet the increasing demand, its scope has
been expanded to international students utilising online and distance modes in recent years.
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Towards Reforms

Assessment for Learning

The Council’s effort to make examinations less burdensome and stress-free can be traced back to the
1960s and 1970s when it worked along with different states to bring in the desired changes. Continuous
and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) as seen today was conceived by the Council to move away from
one-time written examination to learner-friendly assessment. The Council works towards improving the
quality of question papers, test items, and conducting achievement surveys at various stages of school
education. The snapshots here are of some historic deliberations which have paved the way towards

assessment aimed at supporting learners.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Former Minister of Education, Professor V.K.R.V. Rao, in the CABE Committee on Examination Reforms
Workshops and Meetings: Strengthening teachers for better quality test items

Setting standards based on research to improve assessment
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international workshop
orn
Learning Assessment

at the Primary Level

g T

Source Book Source Book
on Asscssment on Assessment
fior Classes 1 -_\" for Classes | -V

-Suur:»: Book
on Assessment on A nent
for Classes [ -V for Classes | -

Guiding teachers to assess learning at the
primary level in different subject areas, 2006

Understanding learning achievement for policy making, by building capacities
of national and state level agencies — the process and the outcome
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Receiving and sharing policy inputs from states on
issues and concerns relating to assessment

MAVODAYA VIDYALAYA
BELECTION TEST 1988

During the formative years of the Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, the Council
set up the NVS Cell, preparing and conducting selection tests, and orienting
the personnel and teachers supporting the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas to
realise the aim of providing quality education to rural talents.

53



54

DEPARTMENT OF Eﬂucnmumﬂ-l
Tralning Course In
hensive Evaluation |
N.C.E.
Eranakiiaz

[CDDE

- TRAINING OF KEY RiSCIURCE FERS% H I l
CONTINUDUS M0

Quality Assessment for Learning: Strengthening the states on Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation and the conduct of achievement surveys



Training senior officers in the armed forces in evaluation to strengthen
and fine-tune the then prevailing promotion system
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Extending a friendly hand to nations in improving the quality of assessment
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Harnessing Technology for Education

Starting from improvised educational aids to the use of satellite for training teachers through video-
conferencing, technology in school education has come a long way. Use of puppets, audio-visual materials
in subject areas to enrich learning experiences, documentaries and short films on social and educational
issues, online training courses, are some of the features that support teachers and children. The National
Institute of Audio-visual Education, established in 1959, metamorphosed into the Centre for Educational
Technology and eventually into the Central Institute of Educational Technology, a constituent of NCERT.
The launching of an exclusive satellite for education has given impetus to the Council’s efforts in the

training of teachers and conducting of online courses.
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In and Out: The erstwhile CET acquired an outdoor broadcasting van in 1978 to

produce educational television programmes for children
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In the 1980s, the CET collaborated with international institutions such as
the Asia Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development, Kuala Lumpur,
Shooting Indoors and Outdoors: CIET professionals at work Malaysia, to share and build the professional capacity of their members.
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The Council’s collaboration with the All India Radio, Doordarshan and the Indira Gandhi
National Open University to reach out to learners and teachers across the country
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The CIET organises video festivals and photography contests and has been receiving international

and national awards.
Bottom Right. Seen in the picture is the NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation) Award which was

received by CET in 1981-82 for the educational radio programme, Jal Chakra.
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The works of eminent artists and littérateurs like Amrita Pritam, Pandit Jasraj,
Gulzar, Geeta Chandran, have been documented by the Council.
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FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

Professor M.M. Chaudhary with the UNESCO Director during
his visit to the CIET technical area

Teacher educators from Sri Lanka visit the CIET technical area

Training programme organised by CIET

Behind the Scenes: Shooting, Recording, Scripting, Reviewing
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Special Concerns

As the purpose and goals of education expanded responding to the changes that emerged from societal
needs, policy initiatives and curricular efforts addressed issues and problems exploring areas to make
education more inclusive. Vocationalisation of education was mooted to provide life-skills and an

impetus to economic empowerment of young people. Today the Council’s Central Institute for Vocational
Education works to fulfil the agenda of vocationalisation of education. Education of the girl child and
groups with special needs emerged as another major area of focus for school education. Integrated and
inclusive education of these groups has been addressed by policy interventions, advocacy, training, and
development initiatives. Other areas of concern for a holistic education of children in school include
identification and nurturance of talents, population and adolescence education, environmental education,

and values and peace education.
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Making Education Vocational

The Council’s Initiatives to Promote Vocational Education in the Country: Policy makers and teachers
from different states participate to deliberate on various vocational courses for introduction in

schools.
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Vocation-related learning materials are prepared for use by both formal and
non-formal systems of education.



Making Work a Pedagogic Medium
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- Helping the Girl child Access Quality Schooling: This can be seen in the Council’s initiatives.
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Creating an Enabling Environment and Sensitivity

69



70

THE NORTH-EASTERN REGION
niged by : NERIE, NCERT. SHILLONG

FRANCIS MOUNT SCHOOL,UMBIR B¢
Date- 19™ -23™ March. 2007

Meeting Special Needs

Mainstreaming the differently-abled child through advocacy, development of special learning
materials, training of teachers and community members are the priority areas of the Council.




" AWARDS GIVING FUNCTION
N TIONAL POSTER COMTEST |
5Wé‘a‘unm; A GATEWAY TO POPLLATION
gg‘ul;‘ﬂ- 1995 in Room No. 202 (CIET) A
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-

Understanding the Adolescent

—— NCERT, in collaboration with national and international organisations, reaches out to schools to
sensitise children and teachers on population and adolescence issues and concerns through advocacy,
quiz, poster-making, and reflective exercises such as role play.
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Values and Peace - the Heart of Education

Values are integral to the goals of education. Similarly, building a culture of peace is considered to
be an incontestable goal of education and a pre-condition for national development. The National
Curriculum Framework-2005 emphasises Education for Peace as one of the national and global
concerns which has immense relevance in the present times.
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There is no way to peace. Peace is the way.
- M.K. GANDHI

EDUCATION
FOR
FEACE
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Valuing Environment

In its attempt to integrate environmental issues and concerns with school education, in the emerging contexts,
the Council develops curricular frameworks, support materials for teachers, project books for students, and
the Council’s faculty closely works with schools and children to make them respond to these concerns.
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Some NTSE Awardees: Professor Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, Nobel Laureate,
Cambridge University; Professor Yogendra Yadav, Senior Fellow, Centre for the

Nurturing Talents

Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi; Professor Varsha Kulkarni, Department Nurturing talents in school children and triggering their curiosity is a goal of curriculum

of Physics and Astronomy, University of South Carolina, Columbia, USA; Professor processes. The Council launched its first National Science Talent Search programme in 1963,
Jaishree Sharma, Department of Education in Science and Mathematics, NCERT; which was later extended to include other subjects. National Talent Search Examination

Shri Ajay Aswal, Rajasthan Administrative Service, Rajasthan; Ms Sigireddy (NTSE) awardees are spread across the globe. They include scientists, academics,

Deepthi, Software Engineer having patents, USA IT professionals, activists, civil servants, a Nobel Laureate and many more.
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Researching Education and
Disseminating Resources

The Council is constantly engaged in conducting, funding and sponsoring research and innovations in
the priority areas of school education, primarily through the Educational Research and Innovations
Committee (ERIC). All India School Education Surveys and Educational Research Surveys published
periodically are well known. Dissemination of research is carried out through publication of journals,
the major ones being the Indian Educational Review and the Educational Abstracts. Lecture series,
seminars and open fora are other regular features for dissemination among the academia and students.
The recent initiative of doctoral fellowship to students doing research has attracted scholars from

universities across the country. Clippings here throw light on such activities and materials.
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Policy Research: Initiatives towards quality research

Understanding the School Education System: A view of survey reports since the 1960s
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Facilitating Research: The Council’s journals are an important asset for educational researchers.

Prof. N. V. Thirtha, Head,
Department of Education,
Bangalore University.

Prof. Udai Pareek, Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ahmedabad.

Prof. Tapas Majumdar, Zakir
Hussain Centre for Educational
Research, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, New Delhi.

Prof. Salamatullab, Principal,
Teachers College, Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi.

Prof. H. N. Pandit, Head,
Policy, Planning and Evaluation
Unit, who is Secretary to the Advi-
sory Board, will be the editor of
the journal.

According to the new editorial
policy, the journal will have a ba-
lanced coverage. Articles on all
aspects of education and educatio=
nal research but with a definite
bias for problems relating to Indian
education will find a place in
the journal. The Indian Educational
Review, has so far been emphasising
quantitative research with a sophis-

|.E.R. is now a quarterly, with
new editorial policy

ticated methodology. It has been
now decided that other kinds of
research should also be encouraged
and if necessary the importance of
the problem should out-weigh
sophistication of methodology.

The journal will also carry
research notes, book reviews,
research abstracts, materials on ’
new horizons and other feature
articles. Broadly, the areas to be
covered will be sociology and eco-
nomics of education, philosophy
and history of education, work
experience and vocationalisation,
science education, teacher educa-
tion, educational psychology and
other allied subject areas which
have relevance for the Indian
situation, Articles based on multi-
disciplinary approach will be given ¢
a high priority.

The journal will be a quarterly
with an Annual Number to be
published on the 2nd of October
every year. [J

NCERT to launch a popular

journal on education

The Fournal of Indian  Educa-
tion, a popular bi-monthly on
education to be published by
NCERT very shortly, is designed
to be attractive, stimulating and
thought-provoking.

Each issue will carry articles
on a specific theme as also a select
bibliography on the subject. Be-
sides some outstanding books related
to the theme would be reviewed
in the issue.

The journal will also carry

educational news and, the ‘Readers
Forum’ column of the journal will
give an opportunity to readers
to project their views.

The theme of the first issue,
which is to be out very shortly,
is 104243 Pattern of Education’.
The second issue will be devoted
to ‘Educational Psychology’.

Dr. R.P. Singh, Reader, Policy,
Planning & Evaluation Unit is the
editor of the journal. []




KALIKA YATNA:
PREMISE AND
PRACTICE

= [NTERMATIONAL SEMINAR ON TEACHER EMPOWERMENT _[m
@ AMD SCHOOL EFFECTIVENESS AT PRIMARY STAGE

THE WATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATIOMAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING

Promoting innovations and research in school education

The District Primary Education Programme—an initiative to improve
the primary education scenario in the 1990s A glimpse of a few research publications by members of the faculty
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The Council provides a platform to share new perspectives and findings of research in education.
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Researching and reflecting on school education for progress
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The Council conducts the Thursday Lectures, a special lecture series like the NCERT-IIC Lectures and
the Golden Jubilee Lectures which bring together academics, researchers and teachers.

82



REGIONAL INSTITUTE QF EDUCETIQN (NGERT)
B URAHESWAR
2*EAVNDEA NATH TAGORE Nl[r\ﬁ"z"ﬁl LECTURE

it Jamiiney, S0
i ol Arniya Kuar B

= - - £ AP CEMOCH LTIC THEGRT
L - - ahiy meemils S0bbes
-
- 'y
- s -
- E -
: i -
-
-
-
- » -
- L :
La *
- - :
ol Ty
»
|

Eminent scholars, activists and thinkers share their views on education
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than twenty American teachers from Las Vegas, Nevada were

y Indian life and culture through lectures, field trips, cultural
\mes, interviews with eminent people and informal meetings with
ats and teaching community. The programme w3s organised at
baneswar from July 14 to August 11. The twealy-two day

. was inaugurated by Mr. Jadunath Das Mohapatra, Education

r of Orissa,

C.S. Ramakrishnan, Acting Director of USEFI, who conducted
sdings of the evaluation session, said that it was necessary to
those teachers thoroughly who teach about India so that they
resent a correct picture of our rich cultural past and present eco-
chievements. Mr. Shiv. K. Gupts, Reader in Education, RCE,

Academics from different countries discussing school education at NCERT, 1960s-1970s \neswar, directed the programme.[]
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Visitors from the USA with Dr A.N. Maheswari, the then Joint Director, NCERT, 1990s

Working with UNESCO A Japanese resource person conducting a training session in CIET, 1990s

Population Education Poster Contest in collaboration with UNFPA Indo-German Festival: Examining textbooks for mutual learning and understanding
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Professor Robin Alexander, Cambridge University, U.K., speaking on Professional Development Programme for teacher educators of Sri Lanka, 2002
school-effectiveness in the Third World countries in an International

APEID workshop in progress
Seminar

A collaborative programme of the Commonwealth of Learning, Vancouver,

A discussion in progress. Canada, and NCERT, for teacher educators from African countries and India
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Academics and other educational personnel from abroad with Professor Krishna Kumar, former Director,
NCERT, Professor G. Ravindra, former Joint Director, NCERT, and Professor Vasudha Kamat, former Joint
Director, CIET, 2006-2010
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Deliberations on designing of pre-service teacher education curriculum for
Afghanistan, 2008

Students from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan did a 20-month Diploma Course
in English and English Language Teaching, 2009-2011. Professor R. Govinda,
Director, NCERT, giving away the Diplomas to the students

An Asian Programme of Educational Innovation for Development (APEID) meeting in progress
Chief Editor, Publication Department, NCERT, interacting with primary class children in Sweden

NCERT faculty members on a study visit to the National Foundation for Educational Research,
Slough, Berkshire, U.K.,, 2009
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The Council, as the very word signifies, brings together people from all sections in the planning and
execution of programmes. Collective decision-making involving academicians at the university level,
SCERTSs from the states, teachers, teacher educators and NGOs working in the field makes it a truly
national institution. The Departmental Advisory Boards, Institute Advisory Boards, and the Programme
Advisory Committee have members from all fields. The General Body and General Council are
represented by education ministers of all the states, and eminent scholars and teachers.
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Cultural Pursuits

As a national-level institution, NCERT characterises the ethos of India’s diversity. The Council’s
moments of celebration tell how each of these reflects its overarching aim of spreading
education. The first clip here shows more than a lakh teachers from all over the country
taking part in the Educational Mela held in the early 1970s. Community singing programmes
held in various places is yet another activity which brought a large number of teachers and
children together to sing patriotic and national integration songs in all Indian languages.

Shots of important celebrations such as Women’s Day, Human Rights Day, Teachers’ Day, Hindi
Week as well as various annual sports meets and cultural events of DM Schools and RIEs, and

felicitations on superannuation, are seen here.
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TH'E role of education in accep-
ting and enforcing Human Righrs
%qﬁ tln]:r[".l sthed by Dr. Prem Kirpal,

cattomist, ot the NCERT

Participating in the discussion,
NCERT Director Dr. Shib K. Mirra
said that the essence of educurion was
human rights and one camot think of
1979. He educstion which violated such righrs.
thould be man-  Prof, Yogendra Singh of the Jawahae-
liscipline-bosed, 8} Nebry U mversity was of the view
" school  thay the

ecember 1o,

concept  of | human rights

uld  wur Iy when social and

uctoral t Larmat) ke placein

= orl r T.V wminankknl,
o] ne  Central

i ICAT fels

JONAL COUNCIL
N DUCATIONAL
RESEARCH AND
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Council celebrates ‘Human Rights Day’

tion of Human Rights" was circulated
in schools

An exhibition on the subject wis
tnaugurated on the same day by
NCERT Joint Direcror Dr. T N.
Dhar. The materials displayed incly-
ded publications of the Tnited Nations,
Unesco, Unicef, WHO and MCERT.
Suit .:I le pr-:n.rs- and charts prepared
|'. :IL’LHLIL"&- on humgi rights
were :JJ o displaved .

A cultural progra panised
t show
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hit market

NCERT IS taking up all
measures to provide Urdu
medium textbooks for stu-
dents in the coming ses-
sion. The coun~il has al-

ready taken act
the problems ¢
dents from pu
distributing U
um textbooks.
books have al
published and
will soon hit tt
Munieipal (

of Delhi, the
sumer of N(
books, has be
with Urdu me
from Class I

ﬂ

'NCERT Urdu
textbooks to

NCERT making news
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IN A move to encourage
students to participate in
the Bal Shree scheme of

sbptied

it fmpn

innovation and creative
writing. conducted by the
NBE.

This year 22 students in-
cluding 13 boys and 9 girls

are winners in the four cat-

egories. President A P J
Abdul Kalam would felici-
row with Kissan Vikash
Patra of Rs 10,000 and a ci-
tation. Altogether 58 stu-
dents in theage group of 14
to 16 had qualified for the
final round of competition
which was held here dur-
ing the last five days.

PTI, New Delhi

NCERT workshops

NEW DELHI,

The NCERT has envis-
aged a series of corsulta-
tive workshops culminat-
Ing in a national seminar
by the end of the year for
building its vision 2020,

s 10

T S e

_Inauguran'ng
workshop today, the dj-
rector of NCERT, Ptof.
K'nslgna Kumar, laid em-
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NCERT scholarships under Bal Shree scheme
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Making Learnin

NCERT textbooks are
a good beginning
Dy LIPPYARHE DUTALER

Try o imagine™, my 10-yvar-old nephew's
toacher one day :nll.nd the mssambied
students in her class, “wiat It is Him for =
saldier o go lnto the battlsfiald without =
gan”, The class of boys amd girks 44, aind
cam ko b unanimous verdict: Tt was sulekdo,
fir the soldier would surely get killed. “Now
try o tmagina™, the teacher told fhem, “what
would happen if he cume to Uhe battlefisld
wilh m gun, bul withoul any ammunition bn
K", Again the young minds sl to
work, and mymin (he verdict was
ipanbremis. 1t woald still b sslcide
“Well, now think", the teacher sald,
“whal it bs ik if you come to school
without your ooks — and thep, I
you bring your books at eoma
without daing your hxmeworid”™ The
sheapiah lsughler thal greetsd hor
remmark wae avidenis ancough that i
Isad found itn mark .
However unfbriunaie the isachir's

want
and battheflslds — she had hit apon
the one thing that was sure L gErab

NCERT will

exchange ideas

book tnkes o different approach, with the
emly ihakngy that Ame comniod in them being
lots of meestbons and activities. This i» a
siriking evon bald. stop for one of the things
it generally marks texibooks s 8 peculiar
st of Natiess and commuonality, e sams
pattorn of orgaalsing  apd  presonting
material. Yt in sach of these books, thers
le a different woy of dolng so.

Each chapier in the history bextbook
beging with a question by & young

person, The apswer 1o this questian s wha
tha chapter |s structumd around, and the
mnmwer ks drawn From s range of sowroes,
which incluiles plctures. Every account of &
rticular moment, dscovery, sxcavation,

. conquast, |5 deseribad in terms of an

iy With n ihorl section called

that descriles a similar story In

rt o Ehe weortd, than thers are ey
iwiiien, thimp bodo and o on

I tmkes this imjsciory, peograpby

vrenl way o loarning. Carefully

rodourfal pleiured offor ways of

By DUR CORRESPONDENT

New Dethi, May 9: In an
effort 1o encourage and
provide incentives o
teachers, educators and
school  teachers, the
National Council for Edu-

an event helps 1o encour
age and provide incentives
1o teacher educators and
school teachers o under-
take research and experi-
mentation and to try out
innovative ideas and prac-
tices. “The classroom is an
ideal lab for testing educa

the sarih, iis physkcal foature,
mwl  planets, Jongitudes  and
ihir grograpdy of India and o on
piinr i poppered with small boxes
g interes ing facts, (he ariglo of
fings (o dp, things io do for fun, nnd
B wonderful. iimple nupa of he

JHARKHAND WILL . re-
quest the National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) for
a copyright to publish his.
fory textbooks to over-
come their acute shortage,
The state students are at
the receiving end bacanse
of an ideclogical tussle be-
tween the union and state
governments over feach-
ing history prescribed by
NCERT g

Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) Minister
Pradeep Yadav on Satur.

cation Research and Train-
v

....... ATy e

day met senior oficials of
the department where it
was decided to again re-
quest the NCERT to ap-
Drove its copyright de-
mand for the sake of the
sml‘;e;rmg students.

“We are going to request
NCERT citing the ﬁgture
Of students,” said an offi.
cial of HRD. “The state
cannot come out with al-
ternative books as it will
create lots of problem for
the students,”

The state faces acute
shortage of NCERT books

~=aanic-  tional theories and conduct

Jharkhand seeks NCERT copyright

for its board students and

the disparity between de-

mand and supply is alarm-
ingly big.

According o govern.-
ment officials, the NCERT
agreed to the proposal of
the state HRD but the cen.
tral HRD Mministry im-
pased conditions before
giving the copyright.

I you want to teach the
history  prescrihed in
NCERT, only then the
copyright will be issued
for the current academic
vear” a letter from the

'n’l.‘l| and Pollthenl Lile' (4 new

union ministry said,
A state official said, “Du
to political reaseoms Jharl
hand had banned th
NCERT history books
200506 despite adopting it
syllabus four years ago. Th
State was teaching the his
tory book which was intre
ducgd during the Atal Bi
hari  Vajpagee gavern.
ment.” If not accepted by
the state government, the
union HRD ministry condi-
Hon will affect the study of
four million students from
Class T to X11, TANS, Ranchi
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peace education

; . task of address-
2 wice  signed the 12 as in
il T e
NEW DELHI, JANUA @ Ot
peace education ampu, the
Maﬁhpzasdhml curricu- R"".v?lﬁn?;,f. the focus
?:;: %‘;is' {3 the theme of the Ch:;;:m-v-aid"ihat‘a historic
: E Na-  ZIOUDs Stasdsin=: jven 1o
two-day meelE O PSP &) qpportuniy isbeenENE
uona‘gg‘cé’?rr TheNEGs  toplayapionssriol,
o at NS,

i the um-
constituted und}:r i
preliaofthe National Steer :

. i over-
ing Committee 08 CWLEET 40 the already
Teview. The goal 18 % iculum needs
mn?:&?(;e:l“if' students (0 ag\?dsd c‘:‘::i with suffi-
= csponsible Citizens 8 (G ¥ bace for peace educa:
t\fcl; as agents for peace i ?gz‘lipthe desired extent.
; - i o 1 a .
| their mlhe“aﬁ‘;mc\?:;a;?ap- Hc said it was ﬂ::BSSEQE
sal SHand e B in educa
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| whichisasrs RUTERER R

making school curtl ; uliza
Lelevant to our soCid a\t a
natipnal-needs..ﬂg not

By PREETI KARMYDEI igveral  other  sucoessfol  indo e dining aren of the,
women (rom varioons folds spaceship apd calch the

New Delhl, April 3: Tle Iri the chapter titled “Suni-  fomting food packets” Fur

Clasa 5 book on envinop- in Space.” her experi-  ther by the chapier, ques

" Focus on gender issues in education

i
£
I
\

I

;.

A Given o @ -

¢ fum and relevanmt

has sat up a Hational Seering Commities o overses the
anal Curriculum Framework Review

Vgt md] i %) LmANSE
P Professor Yash Pa

P Sl i UAGE

Warran

o i - p———

i Fur AL g S

Lo il e oy

b ot s o i s

FP——

= e T
:-'-I-i-l— Pt . i
= m— -

= e Uk B MERRY

e iy, SCRAT
i o THRE

T =y L ST
ot i 4 ==
ot i B i e

I o s L2

T L s @i % Willhighlight social, econimic, educational status of Musfims in India
#1 9m & g el Parul Sharma ter recognising that Muslims! munity are in madrassas,
oyl sy e - PR e A U ok g bt it ot e
5 ' i p of ous - ment schoo
ﬁﬁTﬂzﬁ; mﬂﬁg by the Sachar Committes Re-  cotors; the Government 'h.-:i per cent private schogls,
e X port that examined the social, setupa high-level committee  “The unit en marginalisa-
L SR 1N ) economic® and educational in 2005 to be chalred by Jus- tion has been introduced for
waRd 3 el e stxius ol Musims i Uus  Dee Kajinder Sachar, the first time in the syllabus
w0 7 Pl #m des earimtey have fonml their wayv The chanter tells shodents  af Class V111 The idea is o
v g (

# donis wo

auds

women achievers

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JAN. 6. Consultations
on gender issues and science
were the dominant themes for
the day as the National Focus
Groups on Gender Issues on
Education and Teaching on
Seience set up by the National
Council for Educational Re-
search and Training met here
today.
With gender issues gaining
- importance, the NGF on Gen-

prepare a position paper and
discuss various dimensions of
the gender issues in education.
Besides  interactions  with
teachers and students, the
Group may also interact with
scholars, activists and the peo-
ple working in this field to get
the direction and prepare an
approach paper for curriculum.

The one day meeting of the
National Focus Group on
Teaching of Science also held
today in NCERT began with
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Working with Children

—_

. L e i cihe. L. _auiies

Understanding children to support them in their venture of learning is the major aim of education. One
way to understand children better is to work with them. The Council’s programmes focus mainly on
learners and their teachers so that learning becomes interesting. Unfolding the potential in children to
be independent learners lies in letting them work and manipulate themselves and learn. Here are some
images where the Council works and learns from children.
















The Governing Body of the National Councilof Educational
Research and Training, in compliance with the provisions of

Rule 71, has the honour to present to the Government of India
and the Council the report on the activities of the Council for the
period September 1, 1961 to March 31, 1962 (from the date of the
establishment of the Council to the close of the financial year).

New Delhi.
January 5, 1963.

K. L. Shrimali, President

P. N. Kirpal, Vice-President
D. S. Kothari, Member

C. D. Deshmukh, Member

V. K. N. Menon, Member

M. M. Begg, Member

P. C. Bhattacharyya, = Member

Raja Roy Singh, Member

J. P. Naik, Member

T. K. N. Menon, Member

P. N. Natu, Member-Secretary

A leaf from the first Annual Report of the NCERT

THE COUNCIL

1.1 Establishment

The National Council of Educational Research and Training was
registered as a Society under the Registration of Societies Act (Act
XXI of 1860) on June 6, 1961 and the establishment of the Council
was announced by the Government of India, Ministry of Education,
in its Resolution of July 27, 1961 (Appendix 1). It formally began its
work on September 1, 1961.

1.2 Objectives

The main objectives of the Council are (a) to undertake, aid, promote
and coordinate research in all branches of education; (b) to organise
pre-service and in-service training mainly at an advanced level;
(¢) in collaboration with the State Governments and other authorities
or agencies concerned; (i) to organise extension services for such
institutions in the country as are engaged in educational research,
training of teachers or provision of extension services to schools;
(ii) generally to disseminate improved techniques and practices in
educational institutions in the country; (iii) to undertake or organise
studies, investigations and surveys relating to educational matters or the
appraisement of educational programmes; (d) to establish and conducta
National Institute of Education at the Headquarters of the Government
of India for the development of research, advanced training (both
pre-service and in-service) of educational administrators, teacher-
educators and other high level personnel required for education, and
the provision of extension services; and (e) to establish and conduct
Regional Institutes in different parts of the country for the development
of research, training and extension in general, and for the development
of multipurpose secondary education in particular.

1.3 Organisation

1.3.1 The Council and Its Principal Organs

The Council consist of the Union Minister of Education, Educational
Adviser to the Government of India, Ministers of Education of States or
their representatives, Chairman of the University Grants Commission.
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Hamsa, the swan, is the symbol of the pursuit of knowledge.

The intertwined swans symbolise the integration of the three
major aspects of the work of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT): (i) Research and Development,
(ii) Training, and (iii) Extension and Dissemination. The design
has been adapted from an Ashokan period relic of the third
century B.C.E. found in excavations near Maske in the Raichur
district of Karnataka. The motto is taken from the Isavasya

Upanishad and means ‘life eternal through learning’.
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