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Abstract The effect of the Taiping Rebellion on population loss in modern China has

been a subject of ferocious debate. Using a unique prefectural panel data of Qing dynasty,
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this paper employs difference-in-differences and instrumental variable approaches to re-esti-
mate the causal effect of the Taiping Rebellion on population loss. We find that the prefec-
tures which are occupied by Taiping troops have lowered around 35%, average of annual popu-
lation growth rate than those which failed to be occupied. This finding not only revises the es-
timates in current studies, but also enriches the discussion on Malthusian trap in the 19th
century China.
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