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VARIOUS AMBITIOUS LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLANS, PROJECCS REVIEWED
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 9 Aug 84 p 5

[Article by Sana' Khalil al-Nagqash: "A Conversation with the Minister of
Local Government: A Broad System of Service Projects"]

[Text] The Ministrv of Local Government's activities and projects extend to
all governorates of the country, where it is working with an extensive net-
work of ministry agencles to provide the best in the area of services tec
Iraqi citizens.

So that we could learn about the projects which the Ministry of Local Gov-
ernment is endeavoring to carry out, AL-JUMHURIYAH had this conversation
with Mr 'Adnan Da'ud Salman, the minister of local goverament.

Man Is the Highest Value

AL-JUMHURIYAH: The Ministry of Local Government is the ministry concerned
with providing basic services for citizens in the governorates. What is the
ministry's view on expanding these services to include broader segments of
the people?

The minister:

Since the national socialist 17-30 July revolution burst forth, our country
has been progressing along the road of socialist construction and the ser-
vice of man with broad, brisk strides. The revolution inherited a deterio-
rated, backward situation in various areas and activities. The political
report issued by the party's Eighth Regional Conference referrad to this
situation and the new tasks which the leadership and the revelution were
undertaking in order to realize a quantum leap in the lives of Iraqi citi-
zens and to set all the facilities of life on the road to resurgence and
development.

During the stage which followed the regional conference, as the central re-
port of the party's Ninth Regional Conference pointed out, our country expe-
rienced a quantum transformation and great leap in regard to the provision
of the best services to the Iraqi citizen.

33




Therefoce, the role of the Ministry of Local Government, which was anxious
Lo offer all necessary services to the citizen, became appareat. It carried
Out A number of service projects within the national development plun embra-
cing all sectors, such «s the construction of schools, kindergartans, houses
for teachers, potable and untreated water projects, the laying of water and
sewWwage systems for the governorates of the country in general except for the
city of Baghdad, the operation and fAanagement of them, the building and pa-
ving of streets, the construction of parks, concern for the sanitation of
the cities and coordination with many ministries to carry out their projects
for the sake of serving the citizens. The ministry is continuing with this
program in service of the Iraqi citizen; man is the highest value ia the
society, the government must cealize all the people’'s legitimate 43pirations
and provide all the citizens® requirements, and our commander and teacher,
the president and commander, Saddan Husayn, has taught us that work is life
and that the good, the whole good, is for the people first and last,

Witn the Conference of Governors

AL-JUMHURIYAH: The governors' conferences constitute an annual pause to eva-
luate the governorates’ performance of their work ang ways of upgrading it,
What was achieved at the latest conference, which was held this year? How
did the ministry carry out the directives of the president and commander,
Saddam Husayn, at the conference?

The nminister:

on. These results are embodied in the resolutions and recommendations taken
by the conference, which laid emphasis on continuous work to CArry out these

projects in spite of the circumstances of the war which the vindictive Ipa-
nian erenmy has imposed upon us.

i4s a new incentive for us, the directives by the president and comaunder,
Saddam Husayn, have stressed our leadership's insistence in principle on
continuing to carry out the development pProjects and realize the best of
services for the citizens, and they were approved by the conference as a
clear plan of action and program for carrying out the projects which are
under ccnstruction and future projects which are listed in the development
plan and carrying them out with the desired specifications and quality, Pro-
ceeding from the directives of the president and commander, may God preserve
him, we have set out an annual evaluation, on the basis of which the most
ictive governorate and the most active governor in the country are chosen,

clared, the most active governor will be designated the "first governor" and
the most active governorate the "first governorate." The celebration will
take place at a special party held on this occasion. We will start with this
@valuation starting the beginning of the coming year, 1985,
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In addition, we will annually hold a sanitation week through the country's
municipalities. This will be a civilized display to iake the Iraqil city ap-
pear in its proper way, in a manner which is in keeping with the development
which has occurred in the country in the era of the glorious 17-30 July
revolution. Central committees will meet in the governorates to prepare [or
this week, along with other branch committees in the districts and subdis-
tricts.

There is no doubt that the purpose of this week is not limited to the days
in it, but that rather it must continue throughout the days of the year, in
cooperation with the citizens, in order to bring about the cleanest of c.-
ties.

Extensive Service Projects

AL~JUMHURIYAH: Could we learn about the most prominent projects whose con-
struction is taking place in the area of water and sewers, buildings,
schools and service projects in the governorates?

The minister of local government:

The ministry's services are numerous and diverse. In the realm of General
Water and Sewer Organization activity, 18 central water projects have been
carried out in 1983 with a total capacity of 354,171 cubic meters per day;
these will meet the needs of about 1 million people in a number of the coun-
try's governorates. The organization has constructed 34 new water systems
and has laid new pipes to modern residential sections with a total length of
2,200 kilometers of water pipe. It has constructed 104 combined water units
and prefabricated water projects with a total capacity of 137,280 cubic ne-
ters per day, serving 550,000 citizens.

The organization is currently carrying out 39 ceatral water projects and 36
clean water systems and it is hoped that they will be finished in the course
of the next year. It is constructing 28 combined water units and prefabri-
cated water projects in various governorates with a total capacity of 36,960
cubic meters per day, to meet the needs of 140,000 people.

The General Water and Sewer Organization is now operating and maintaining
6,269 artesian wells serving 1.5 million citizens.

In the same year, the organization also carried out the al-Nasitiyah sewetv
project and the system belonging to it, with a capacity of 17,000 cubic
meters per day, through a network 70 kilometers in length. The project
serves about half a million people at present, and this can be increased.
There is the al-'Amarah sewer project, with a system that has a capacity of
14,000 cubic meters a day, and the sewer project for the city of al-Diwani-
yah was inaugurated at the beginning of 1984. It also started in the same
year with the al-Hindiyah District sewer project and the al-Dujayl Subdis-
trict and Balad District sewer project; these projects will serve 49,370
people.
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The designs have been compeleted tor 14 sewer projects serving 2,265,000
persons in various governoratas, al-Ta'mim, Irbil, Diyala, al-Anbac, Wasit,
al-Muthanna, Dahuk, Nineveh, Salah-al-Din and Basrah,

There is the intention to recommend new projects in a
quisite need and priorities,

In the Service of the Other Ministcries

Regarding the other Projects, these for the most part belong to various mi-
nistries, for instance the health, youth, cultural and media projects and
building projects for the Ministry of Justice, the People's Amy headquar-
ters, organization headquarters, and the provision of iaternal transporta-
tion for citizens inside the governorates through the passenger transporta-
tion departments., The latest governors' conference read the ministries' ob~-
servations concerning the projects which

CATTYing out on their behalf, or the ones whose nanagenent it will super-
vise. Of these, I can nention the ones that concern the Ministry of Indus-
try, for instaace. We 4re guaranteeing that land is provided for public and
private industrial projects and industrial and craft areas are being deter-
mined in the governorates as part of the basic design for each city.

Coordination is also taking pace with the General Tourist Organization by
providing antiquity an : ddition to forming cooperative
societies for ad Xeés and guaranteeing that services
reach them. OQur ministry is helping to set aework
for the governorates' cultural and artistic program, in addition to programs
o1 national and domestic occasions, through the central media advisory buard
in the bovernorate, which is headed by the povernor, while providing buil-
dings for the media in the governorate, such as cultural centers and halls,

The ministry is also constructing buildings for the Ministey of the Tnterior
and other ministries such as the customs centers, the police centers, houses
ildings for civil Status departments,
ers for young people, clubs, halls and play-
grounds. In addition, the governors devote attention to seeking to develop
the state of youth activity in their governorates as well as attention to
various youth activities,

An Upsurge in the Lducational Field

Al-JUMHURIYAH: What arrangements have you made to provide educational per-
primary level and kindergartens and fill gaps in the schools?
been authorized for dis i eachers who have gra-
duated f-om male and female teachers' institutes and organizations?

The minister:

In the light of the quantitative development of education, in tecms of the

numbers of students adnitted to the elementary level, and the need to pro-

vide them with the necessary number of male and female teachers, the mints-
try has devoted the necessary attention to preparing these staffs, This
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will of necessity be followed by the development of work in the departnent
of local education in a form which will embody a view of the future of pri-
mary education, especially since the revolution has authorized the principle
of accommodating all children who are 6 years of age in the primary level,
This is what we are working with great effort to apply, in cooperation and
coordination with the Ministry of Education, since the numbers of pupils who
have reached age six or will reach it by December of each year are being
tabulated with the goal of accommodating them and providing them with study
requirements.

Therefore the ministry, through these departments, has levoted attention to

opening up educational symposia in the governorates in coordination with the
Ministry of Education to fill gaps in primary education personnel, in adli-

tion to the graduates of the male -.d female teachers' and fine arts insti-

tutes and organizations,

School buildings will be provided in a manner which will guarantee an acade-
mic atmosphere and developed educational methods. In addition the existing
buildings of schools are being maintained, labor parsonnel are provided for
schools and kindergartens in keeping with their numbers of students, and
school furniture will be provided, especially for the new schools which are
being opened, in light of the expansion which is taking place in primary
education, in accordance with the specifications of the law making education
compulsory.

We have not stopped at this point. Rather, our ministry has sought to orpa-
nize and grant sabbaticals for male and female teachers so that they can
obtain bachelors' and masters' degrees and doctorates from the country's
universities. We recently announced 250 sabbaticals in the education facul-
ties in the country's university for the coming academic year.

Land for Everyone

AL-JUMHURIYAH: The president and commander, Saddam Husayn, has asserted that
suitable housing should be provided for every Iraqi citizen. How are you
carrying out this directive by distributing land for housing to the citizens
in all areas of the country, and what rules do you rely on in governing the
distribution activities?

The minister:

This is one of the most important issues for the citizen, since it is the
aspiration of every citizen to obtain a suitable house for himself. The
fighting president and commander, Saddam Husayn, has asserted this on nmore
than one occasion. Therefore, we have worked with great ef fort to provide
land for housing for everyone who needs it and meets the real conditions of
need. We have been given the task of distributing land for housing among
citizens and constructing buildings for commercial and housing purposes out
of concern for the construction development of the cities.

We might point out that the number of housing plots which the nunicipalities
have distributed to citizens in the various governorates came to more tiiin
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51,000, most of which were distributed between 1981 and 1983. The distribu-
tion is continuing up to now in accordance with the honored conaands and
directives of the president and commander Saddam Husayn.

Dut of commitment to tie ministry's plan and the directives of the offlce of
the president, 323,744 Plots of land have been set aside for distribution to
citizens, and the governorates have prepared and completed the arrangements
for sorting out and distributing 114,532 plots of land for dwellings. In
addition, 92,670 plots which were sorted and ready for distribution through-
out the governorates have been made ready.

Rules on Land Distribution

Here it is necessary to point out that the ministry is distributing these
plots in accordance with the central conditions and rules that have been set
out, primarily the commitment to the condition of place of birth. This cen-
dition will guarantee equity in distribution and equality among citizens,
where e2ach will receive his due. In addition, one of the advantages of this
condition is that rhe ministry will be enabled to set out sound planning for
the basic designs of cities and specify the number and type of service pro-
jects they require in the light of their actual population density and the
plan set out for their development. In addition, this condition is of impor-
tange relative to the form and manner of land use in the coming perind, that
is, as regards the ambitious view of the future the leadership of the party
and the revolution has taken regarding the form our cities must assuue.

Here I would like to point out that no excesses are permitted to occur on
the part of citizens against the lands belonging to the government, and that
the effort will be nade to alleviate and eliminate these excesses in legal
manner, without any leniency, because the excesses now constitute an obstu-
cle to the execution of the projects within the development plan, as well as
creating a state of chaos and deficiency in planning, and as a result amount
to » distortion of the fratures of the cities themselves,

Oorates that they should eliminate all existing excesses and deprive tiie peo-
Ple committing them »f any type of service. Through the developument planning
department belonging to the ministry, we will be working to prepare desipns
for the cities in accordance with their present and future requirements and
those of their inhabitants, in order to bring about the modern Iraqi city
which the leadership of the party and the revolution are seeking to cealize,
We have adopted an important principle as far as the preparation of these
designs goes, which is founded on getting all the citizens, represented by
the people's assenblies, the people's and Mass organizations and the offi-
cial departments, to participate in stating their views and reconendations
through symposia held for this purpose to bring about the design they wish
for their cities.

They are the people with the primary interests in this area, since the basic
design of their city must respond to their requirements and absorb the de-
velopment of the city now and in the future.

38




AL-JUMHURIYAH: How much of this year's plan has the miaistry carried out?

[Answer] The ministry has carried out many projects. Among our projects
which were inaugurated on the occasion of the 16th anniversary of the glo-
rious 17-30 July revolution were the project for water in the al-Qadisiyah
section of Takrit and Dahuk and a number of govermment buildings, a tourist
hotel, 22 houses for government employees and a numbetr of secondary schools
in al-Sulaymaniyah. In Baghdad, a center for young people has been opened in
al-Yusufiyah and one in al-Latifiyah, along with three kindergartens in al-
Sayyidiyah and Saba' Abkar, six schools in the districts of al-Taji, al-
Jadiriyah, Saddam City and the al-Mahmudiyah District, and the Arab chil-
dren's library in al-Rusafah.

In Nineveh, an intermediate school has been opened in al-Hamdaniyah District
along with a public library in 'Aqrah District, a youth center in Hamam al-
*Alil Subdistrict, a municipality office in 'Aqrah, three homes for doctors
in the Districts of al-Ba'aj and al-Sharqat, and a garage for trucks in al-
Khidr District. The main road to the entrance of New al-Hadr, leading to al-
Hadr, and two new roads in al-Sharqat District have been inaugurated.

In al-Anbar, an intermediate [school] for boys, a primary school, a kinder-
garten and the New al-Rumadi water project have been opened. With respect to

the Governorate of Diyala, the Baladruz housing project, an intecmediate and
primary school, houses for government employees, a youth center in al-Khalis
al-Miqdadiyah, markets for craftsmen in al-Khalis, the paving of streets in
the city of al-Mansuriyah, a modern shop, a building for the nmunicipality, a
tourist recreation center, a water project in Kan'an and two intermediate
and elementary schools, a tourist hotel, and a public health laboratory in
al-Muthanna have been inaugurated.

In Karbala' Governorate, the first stage of the project of President and
Commander Saddam Husayn Street, two primary schools and an intermediate
school have been inaugurated. In Irbil, 42 homes for people belonging to the
government and the New Makhmur water project have been inaugurated.

On the same occasion, as part of the celebrations of the July revolution
holidays in the Govarnorate of Babil, a vehicular traffic tunnel was opened
in al-Hillah, a recreation center in the al-Iman Subdistrict, and a primary
school and kindergarten in al-Musayyib and al-ifahawil, and the foundation
stone was laid for the asphalt plant in the municipality of al-Hillah and
two youth centers in al-Mahawil and al-Qasim,

In the governorate of steadfastness, the heroic Basrah, four primary
schools, in the areas of al-Ma'qal and al-Harithah, and a kindergacten in
Basrah are being inaugurated. During this period, the Governorate of al-
Qadisiyah witnessed the inauguration of a numbetr of projects which our min-
istry created as part of its current plan, including a modern market in al-
Hamzah, a primary scheol in 'Afak, an eight-story health center in al-Sini-
yah and al-Mahnawiyah and one with three stories for officials in Sumarc,
three centers for young people in 'Afak, al-Dugharah, and Ghimas, a model
sporting club in al-Diwaniyah, a multi-purpose hall in al-Dagharah, and the
paving and surfacing of diverse streets in the city of al-Diwaniyah.
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The governorate of al-Ta'mim has its accomplishments. A number of streets in
 various sections there have been paved, and a hotel is being inagurated in
al-lluwayjah and a kindergarten in the village of al-Riyadh along with 22
hoines for people working in the government,

The project of the building for the Governorate of al-Najaf, with a primary
school, has been inaugurated, and the cornerstone has been laid for another,
intermediate school with 20 classrouooms, and the Saddam hospital in al-Najaf
with a capacity of 400 beds.

In Wasit, great efforts are evident in labors formi

rlan and in our future projects.

the 17-30 July revolution, a boarding area has been built for students 4long
with a Firefighting center in Badrah, an intermediate school with 24 class-

Toos in the countryside of al-Suwayrah, with a primary school in the town,
a4 12-classroom school in al-'Aziziyah, a primary school with 12 classrooms
in al-Hayy, a 24-classroom school in al-Fallahiyah, a primary school with 18
classrooms in al-Fallahiyah also, an integrated garage for local administra-
tion in al-Kut, - : ith auditorium in al-Kuwayt, a tour-

al-Kut, five homes for employees in
al-'Aziziyah, a water system for the al-'Aziziyah section, a guest house and
4 municipality warehouse in Badrah, and the opening of new streets in the
District of al-Nu'maniyah.

Special Projects

These projects have been carried out in accordance with suggestions by the
president and commander, may God protect him, during his visits to the gov-
ernorates. These have been called the special Projects, to distinguish then
fron the other projects which they are carrying out in accordance with their
general development plan. The number of these projects came to 939, mostly
service projects; so far 738 of these have been carried out in various gZov=
ernorates of the country. Work started on these projects in 1981 and it is
hoped that the remaining projects will be completed in final form at the end
of this year or the beginning of 1985,

Special Attention to the Autoromy Area

AL-JUMHURIYAH: The autonomy area has its importance in your ministcy's plan,
as we know; what projects have been carried out there?

The minister:

With support from the command of the party and the revolution and the direc-
tives of the president and comnander Saddam Husayn, the ministry, since it
was created in 1979, has been offering services to the general masses of the

autonomy region, which has received particular attention from the leadership
of the party and the revolution and the president and commander in person,
The number of projects carried out in the region from 1 January 1983 to 3]
December 1983 has been as follows:
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In Dahuk, five kindergartens, eight schools, 17 houses, two governnent de-
partments and two boarding areas; in Irbil, 9 kindergartens, 22 schools, 23
houses, one government office, two boarding areas and a youth center; and in
al-Sulaymaniyah, three kindergartens, 22 schools, nine buildings, five
boarding areas and three youth centers. With respect to the service projects
whose construction the president and commander (may God preserve him) has
suggested in the autonomy region, these came to 165, most of which are on
the verge of completion, and it is hoped that they will be finally completed
at the end of this year. At the same time, the number of contracting assipgn-
ments on service projects whose construction the ministry is undertaking in
the region as a whole which will be completed at the end of this year, in
addition to water and sewer projects, schools, youth centers, homes for iu-
vernment employees, and boarding areas, comes to 227, In each governorate, a
number of these will be carried out in accordance with an extensive sche-
dule, and we will exert our utmost effort to carry them out.

In the area of education in the governorates of the autonomy region, large
numbers of male and female teachers have been appointed and transfers have
been made among them for the 1983-84 academic year with the goal of creating
a form of stability in educational personnel in accordance with each gover-

norate's need. The number of appointed teachers who were graduates of the
male and female teachers' institutions and institutes came to 1,450 -- 344
for the Governorate of Irbil, 876 for tine Governorate of al-Sulaymaniyah and
240 for the Governorate of Dahuk.

These have been our ministry's achievements in all areas of the country as
we continue unremitting work and great effort for the sake of raising the
level of the Iraqis and providing the best of services.
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