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THE WEAKNESS OF WESTERN SOCIETY
Rudolf Mueller
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: cern ol all who strive towards ‘
free world - the strengths and th D e R
: * e weaknesses of whose whom we hope to-lead
;;El}ls goal, the nations of the West and their associations in Eﬁropz ihe
1tish Commonwealth, North America and the Atlantic Community, ’

2. We have discussed mainly problems of defence and economics, of alliances
and of other mechanisms for joint policy and action in the Wea%. We have
alsa sought to clear our minds about the Communist forces which oppose us to
remove prejudices within the Western family of nations and to study anti-
colonialism with a view to producing a new approach towards the vhcommitted
peoples of the world,

3, Once only have we touched upon the problem which is behind all this and
which will ultimately be the decisive one: The moral values, Ambassador
Quaroni proposed to make political use of the moral ideals of the West in
the fight against communism and in our efforts to win over the uncommitted

peoples.

We felt this Lo be a very complex subject to act upon in our Group for ‘
o number of reasons., They are expressed in the answers to Am’?assgdnr Q1:1&I‘Dn1|5
letter to His Royal Highness and in the record of our discussion in Paris

last July.

discuss the moral problem again in

' mmittee agrees to
The Steering Co &T or this the papers referred to should

+the London m=eting of January 11th.
again he considered.

4., This paper suggests the following approach:
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cs This "Social morale" exi
sts onl
and above the different levels {fwhEI'e there are ties over

are no such ties to bridge dif-fﬁrethe gociety, If there

& The Western concept of the tie is the free society
0 11;1&11. ‘ The Fastern concept of the tie is communist
collectivism, the Party, Since the Twentieth Congress

of the JPSU at any rate we must
. : acknowledge that
the conspiratorial leadership of the USSchannit gen

without a "social morale" which is in i
acceptsad, t8 way generally

"Social morale" must therefore be considered as the
pre~condition of all state authority, of all political
economic, social and spiritual leadership nf West or ,
East in this deadly competition of the two social systems.

4, We must then I think realize that Burope, especially Continental Europe,
is not a moral force comparable to the vital and integrated societies of
the U.S.,A. type (which includes Canada, Australia etc.), We believe in the
inherent strength of this type of society.

We may ale~ state that Eastern Europe is not a moral force comperable to
the vital society of the USSR type. We must acknowledge for the present
that the USSR constitutes a vital society and we must not expect it %o
deteriorate soon because we consider it to be based on force.

5 Our immediate concern are the societies of Western Europe. I think
mainly of Gemmany, Austria, France and Italy. There we Secl 1£o huv;aizst
may
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e or of Hhnie 1atioc1§.l relations (Gesellschaftspolitik). While the
St - pertings inleEII‘ltiS‘premdetermined by ideological consid-emtians is
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Gladstone :

"What is wrong morally can never be right politically"

that social systems which are morally

wrolg, i.,e, systems which we reject on moral ground may have gnd do have
indeed a long and sometimes Very successful political life. This should not
keep us from finding out whether our own morallty is here really competitive.

The communist criticism of the morals of our societies ig quite logically
ial morale of the West, This

di:f'e?ted against the wealmess of the eoc
criticism hits the woakest link in the chain of the Western world, And
the whole strength of the West will accordingly be determined by the value

of this link,
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The solutions proposed are directed %
i : 0 modernizing th -
system, _indus?rlal relations, social mobility and to B%imiaiiucatziogal
responsibilitics. : ng civic

Q. There is no international effort +o bring the issue

show solutions, But the issue and its solution are definitely matters
of international concern in the West, The task is primarily the
responsibility of those who at present lead opinion in our societies,
1% 1s a problem for governments or such only at a later stage,

out and to

The question for us is whether our Group is willing and able to
work in this direction. Our present standing already gives us a
responsibility in issues which we ourselves hold to be decisive., There
is no international group to compare with ours, with our advantage of
knowing personalities in various countries of the West who may be
qualified to help and with our chance of enlisting their co~operation.
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