An Overview of the
American Community Survey




Overview

What is the American Community Survey?

Content
Survey Methodology
Data Products

How is it different from Census 20007
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America is changing,
and so is the census.

A detailed look at how our communities are changing

every year—not just once every ten years. That’s

what the powerful new American Community Survey

provides. Your community needs current information

about its residents’ education, employment, income,

housing and more in order to plan and fund local
services that are important to you.

Your response is important and
completely confidential.
For more information, please visit
www.census.gov/acs
Or call the Census Bureau's ACS
toll-free number at

888-346-9682




Decennial Census

In Census 2000, the census used 2 forms

1.“short” form — asked for basic demographic and housing
information, such as age, sex, race, how many people lived in
the housing unit, and if the housing unit was owned or rented
by the resident

2.“long” form — collected the same information as the short form
but also collected more in-depth information such as income,
education, and language spoken at home

Only a small portion of the population, called a
sample, received the long form.




2010 Census and
American Community Survey

2010 Census will focus on counting the U.S. population
The sample data are now collected in the ACS

Puerto Rico is the only U.S. territory where the ACS is
conducted

2010 Census will have a long form for U.S. territories
such as Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands

Same “short form” questions on the ACS




American Community Survey
Content
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American Community Survey
Social Characteristics

liﬁf""“@ Education - Place of Birth
B - Marital Status Citizenship
A = - Fertility Year of Entry
- . Grandparent Language Spoken

]

. Caregivers at Home
., | * Veterans Ancestry / Tribal
=S« Disability Status  Affiliation




American Community Survey
Economic Characteristics

Income
Benefits
Employment Status

Occupation

Industry

Commuting to Work
Place of Work




American Community Survey
Housing Characteristics
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Tenure

Occupancy & Structure
Housing Value

Taxes & Insurance
Utilities
Mortgage/Monthly Rent




American Community Survey
Demographic Characteristics

Sex

Age

Race

Hispanic Origin




American Community Survey
2008 Content Changes

* Three new questions

— Health Insurance Coverage
— Veteran’s Service-connected Disability
— Marital History

« Deletion of one question
— Time and main reason for staying at the address

« Changes in some wording and format




American Community Survey
Methodology

« Sample includes about 3 million addresses each year

 Three modes of data collection
— mail
— phone
— personal visit

« Data are collected continuously throughout the year




American Community Survey
Target Population

* Resident population of the United States and Puerto
Rico

— Living in housing units and group quarters

 Current residents at the selected address

— “Two month” rule




American Community Survey
Group Quarters

« Place where people live or stay that is normally
owned or managed by an entity or organization
providing housing or services for the residents.

« 2 categories of group quarters:

— |nstitutional
— Non-institutional




American Community Survey
Period Estimates

« ACS estimates are period estimates, describing the
average characteristics over a specified period

« Contrast with point-in-time estimates that describe
the characteristics of an area on a specific date

« 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates will be released
for geographic areas that meet specific population
thresholds




American Community Survey
Data Products Release Schedule

Data Product Population Size Data released in:
of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-2007 2006-2008 2007-2009 2008-2010 2009-2011 2010-2012
for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-2010 2007-2011 2008-2012
for Data Collected in:

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.
Source: US Census Bureau




American Community Survey
Data Products

Profiles
— Data Profiles
— Narrative Profiles
— Comparison Profiles
— Selected Population Profiles

Tables
— Detailed Tables
— Subject Tables
— Ranking Tables
— Geographic Comparison Tables

Thematic Maps
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files




American Community Survey
Learning More

 ACS Main Page
2007 Data Product Details

Subject Definitions

Guidance on Comparing 2007 Data to Other Sources

Design and Methodology Report

The ACS Compass Products




American Community Survey
ACS I\/I_ain Page

People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | AccessData | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

ACS Alerts

Alert 58 - releaszed
afze/z008
Archives »

Contact Us

Contact the American
Community Survey Office
by email or by phone at
1-888-456-7215, or visit
ask.census.gov for further
information on the
American Community
Survey.

Mews Releases

August 6th, 2008

Media Advisory -- Census
Bureau to Release Mew Data
an Incarne, Paverty and
Health Insurance

July 15th, 2008

Media Advisary -- 2008
Releaze Schedule for
Arnerican Cornmunity Survey
Data

April 30th, 2008

Kirn M, Williams Selected for
Census Bureau's
African-Arnerican Advisory
Cormnmittes

more News Releases »

r— THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

® iS an on-going survey

® is sent to a small sample of the population

¢ tells us what the population looks like and how it lives

* helps communities determine where to locate services and allocate resources

Coming Soon

Qi site s Undergoing hew and
exciting changes. Please check
agaln as we move frorm this
modest iook to ah expanded
face for the American
Communily Surey. To recelve
perodic updates, please
subscribe to the ACS Afert.

—HIGHLIGHTS
2007 ACS Data Release €

Preparing to use the 2007 ACS estimates? Find detailed information and guidance about the data products here.

Get Data - American FactFinder (AFF)
2007 ACS data availahle starting August 26, 2008

[FDF] or‘g denotes a file in Adobe's Portable Document Format. To wiewthe file, vou will need the Adobe® Acrobaté ReaderB, available free from Adobe.

Th\ss!rmhnIE*' dicates a link to a

USCENSUSBUREA
Helping You Make Informed De

tweh site. Our linking to these sites does not constitute an endomement of any products, sendices arthe information found on them. Onee you link to anothersite you are subject to the palicies of the new site




American Community Survey
2007 Data Release

" U,S_ Census Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

| ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data | How to Use the Data | About the Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census = ACS Main = Access Data |

2007 ACS Data Release

2007 ACS Data Release Main

American FactFinder (AFF)
File Transfer Protocol (FTP) Site

A an FactFinder (AFF} Public Use Microdata Sample {(PUMS) Files
ite

PUMS Files Request a Custom Tabulation
Request a Custom Tab

Data User Tools and Tips ATA USER oLS & TiI DOCUMENTATION

Data Release Schedule
‘What's Hew & Different
2007 Data Product Details Details on 2007 data products availahility Mews releases and general information about the ACS
Understanding the ACS -
Forthcoming What's New & Different Questionnaires
Comparing ACS Data
i i i Changes in the data products since the 2006 ACS, including Sample ACS guestionnaires and instruction guides, and why
Using Multiyear Estimates
new products we ask each question

Documentation 2007 Data Product Details b— Subject Definiti (

Media Tool Kit Table shells/IDs, maps, geographic areas, and mare Glossary of all ACS variables
Questionr
Subject D ons Understanding the ACS - Forthcoming Accuracy of the Data
Accuracy of the Data . . . . .
Errata Usger-gpecific handbooks and other materials Sample design, weighling methodology, and guidance on

User llotes . measuring the reliability
ACS Design and Comparing ACS Data h

Errata
Methodology [FDF] Guidance on making data comparisons between the 2007 o
Guality Measures

ACS, 2006 ACS, and Census 2000 Updates made to the data due o detected errors

2007 Data Release Schedule Media Tool Kit

special Project Using Multiyear Estimates User Notes

The 2005 ACS Special Guidance on how to use the new ACS rultivear estimates ACS Design and Methodology [PDF](ﬁ

i'r;':""" for the Gulf Coast Comprehensive description of the ACS methods and

procedures

Quality Measures

Docurmentation of specific measures of guality associated
with ACS published data

http.//www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/




American Community Survey
2007 Data Product Details

' ! U . S . s C e DSUS B ureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjectzs Ato Z | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

| ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | AccessData | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Home > Using The Data > 2007 Data Product Details

Using the Data: 2007 Data Product Details

GEOGRAPHIC AREAS IN 2007 SELECTED PRODUCTS: FINDING BASIC DATA
Detailed Table Shells - by topic &

® Ranking Tables

gﬁseusftxuusehuldar = ® Selected Population Profiles Two easy steps to ACS data:

— :

| [ o h— ® Subject Tables )
Selectastatz [T éﬂg E‘_’E‘_jmm;? . ’ . Gotothe ACS page on the American
ICIZensnip Status % P

ACS 2007 Reference Maps Class of Warker FaciFinder web site:

Disabillty ACS on American FactFinder.

Earnings h
Educational Attainment . Click on any ofthe data products on the lower

Employment Status right of the Webpage.
Fertility

Food Stamps

Grandparents

Group Quarters

Heating Fuel

Hispanic Crigin LI

Guide to the ACS Data Products from Other Years
Document download

* 2006 Guide to the Data Products -- Download these documents and guides:
* 2005 Guide to the Data Products ~

* 2004 Guide tothe Data Products ® ACS 2007 Detailed Table Shells for August 26th Data Release (xis)
® ACS 2007 Detailed Table Shells for September 23rd Data Releasze (x1s)
® Al ACS 2007 Detailed Table Shells (xis)
& ACS 2007 Data Product Geographic Restriction (xls)
® ACT 2007 Geographical Areas (xls)
& ACS 2007 Geographic Crvervies (pdf)
& ACS 2007 Reration List (xls)
& ACS 2007 Selected Population Profiles (xls)
® ACS 2007 Table D= (xlz)
® Census 2000 Summary File 3 detailed tables with comparable ACS tables (xls)
® Changes tothe 2007 Data Products - Complete lists of Mewe, Removed, and Modified Takles (x1s)

__-—/

tt. /www.census.qov/acs/www/Products/users quide/ |




American Community Survey
2007 Data Product Details

£4 Microsoft Excel - SF3_2007ACS_Table_comparison
B File Edit ¥iew Insert Format Tools 345 Data Window Help Adobe PDF

NEESRY 2B o o @ AL @ -0 HBEF 2| voosotsnsserd « 12 -
| Active Data: Active Worksheet - @E| [ & N | g MysAsFavortes ~ D || (4= 4 & = L 2

=| 2007 ACS Table Title
E

Census
2000
Summary Census 2000 Summary File 3 Table

File 3 Title
Table
Number

2007 ACS
Table 2007 ACS Table Title
Number

Subject Arealltem

Age and Sex (01)
Age AGE BY LAMGUAGE SPOKEM AT HOME BY AGE BY LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME BY ABILITY TO

ABILITY TO SPEAK EMGLISH FOR THE SPEAK ENGLISH FOR THE POPULATION 5 YEARS AMD

FPOPULATION 5 YEARS AND OVER B16004 OVER

Age POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMTHE BY SEX BY

POVERTY STATIUS IM 195949 BY AGE B17001 AGE

Age FOVERTY STATUS IM 1399 BY AGE (WHITE POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMNTHE BY AGE

ALOME) B170204  [0WHITE ALOME)

Age POVERTY STATUS IN 1999 BY AGE (BLACK, POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMTHE BY AGE

OR AFRICAN ARMERICAN ALOME) B17020B [(BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAM ALOKE)

Age POVERTY STATUS IM 1999 BY AGE

ARMERICAMN INDIAN AMND ALASEA NATIVE POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMTHE BY AGE

ALOME) B17020C  [(AMERICAM INDIAN AMD ALASKA MATIVE ALCOME)

Age FOVERTY STATUS IN 1999 BY AGE (AS1AMN POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMNTHE BY AGE

ALOME) B170200  [(ASIAN ALOME)

Age POVERTY STATUS IM 1999 BY AGE (MNATIVE POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMTHE BY AGE

Hawallar AMD OTHER PACIFIC ISLAMDER (MATMNE HaWAILAN AMND OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER

ALOME) B17020E  [ALOME)

Age POVERTY STATUS IN 1999 BY AGE (SOME POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MOMTHE BY AGE

CTHER RACE ALOME) B17020F [(SCRE OTHER RACE ALOME)




American Community Survey
Comparison Guidance

« Comparing 2007 ACS to 2006 ACS

— Census Bureau supports comparisons made between 2006
and 2007 ACS data

« Comparing 2007 ACS to Census 2000

— Differences between the 2007 ACS and Census 2000
include residence rules, universes, and reference periods.




American Community Survey
Comparing Data

U. S - C e nsus . B ur e au People Business Geography | Newsroom | Subjects Ato Z | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

| ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Main > How to Use the Data > Comparing ACS Data to Other Sources

How to Use the Data: Comparing ACS Data to Other Sources

Subject Areaftem’ Comparing 2007 ACS with Census 2000 ‘ Comparing 2007 ACS with 2006 ACS

Children; Household Relstionship (09)
Relationzhip to Householder Compare mare info | Compare mare info
tahle crosswalk

Grandparent; Grandchildren (100
Grandparents as Caregivers Compare mare info | Compare
tahle crozswalk

Houzehold Type; Family Type; Subfamilies (11)
HouzeholdiFamily Type Compare mare info | Compare mare info

tahle crosswalk
Subfamilies Compare with Caution mare info | Compare more info
tahle crosswalk

Marital Status (12)
Marital Status Compare mare info | Compare
tahle crosswalk

Fertility (13)
Fertility Do Hot Compare mare info | Compare
Mo comparable detailed tables published

Schiool Enrollment (14)
Type of School & School Enrollment Compare mare info | Compare
table crozswalk

Educational Attsinment (15)
Educational Attainment Compare more info |[Compare
table crozswalk

Language Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English (18]

Ahility to Speak English Compare mare info |Compare
tahle crozswalk
Language Spoken at Home Compare mare info | Compare
tahle crozswalk




American Community Survey
User Notes

U.S.F Census Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects Ato Z | Searchf@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | AccessData | Howto Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Main > How to Use the Data > User lotes

How to Use the Data: User Notes

ble in this Section

How to Use the Data Main

American Community Survey User Hote

Nodification Made in 2007 ACS Weighting Methodology for Qrleans and St. Bernard Parisfes, LA

ACS and Intercensal Population The review of the 2007 operational data discovered evidence that suggests a high incidence of misclassification of
Estimates uninhabitable units as vacant units. The effect of misclassification was almost entirely remaoved through & modification in
the weighting methodology for Orleans and 5t Bernard Parishes. The effect of the weighting adjustment was to
down-weight units that had the vacancy status of"Other Wacant'. This modification resulted in mare consistent and
accurate ACS estimates of the number of vacant units and "persons per household” in these two parishes. This
modification was also made to the 2006 ACS weighting methodology.

Comparing ACS Data to Other
Sources

Subject Definitions

Accuracy of the Data County Estimates of Group Quarters Population

The weighting for the group quarters population is contralled at the state level. For that reason, users should expect that
the ACS estimate for the group quarters population to be consistent with the Population Estimates Pragram only at the
state level. Atthe county level, the ACS estimate will typically be different from the Population Estimates Program due to
Data A e 3 : : . .
Definitions sampling variahility. Like estimates of total population, data users who require an estimate of the group quarers
Coverage Retes: population at the county level should use the official estimates from the Population Estimates Program.
Data
Definitions Yeardoyear Change in the ACS Group Quarters Popufation Fstimates at the Sub-State Level

Re;’ﬁ'lse Retes: The weighting for the group guarters (GG population is controlled atthe state level, but not at sub-state levels. Forthis

Definitions reason, Users may observe greater fluctuations in year-to-year ACS estimates ofthe GQ population at sub-state levels
ftem Allocation Rates: than at state levels. The causes of these fluctuations typically are the result of either Gis that have closed orwhere the

Data current population ofthe GaQ is significantly different than the expected population as reflacted on the sampling frame.

Definitions Substantial changes inthe AZS GO estimates can impact ACS estimates oftotal population characteristics for areas
where either the GQ population is a substantial proportion of the total population or where the GQ population may have
ACS Group Quarters very different characteristics than the total population as awhole, Users can assess the impact thatyear-to-year changes
» 2006 GO Data Products in sub-state GQ total population estimates have on the changes in total ACS population estimates by accessing Table
B26001 on American Fact Finder. sers should also use their lacal knowledge to help determine whether the year-to-year
Errata change inthe ACS estimate represents a real change in the GO population ar may be the result of the lack of adeguate

» ACS 2000 Errata (117702} population contrals for sub-state areas.
» ACS 2000 Errata (3/25/02)

Guality Measures
Sample Size:




American Community Survey
Errata Notes

" U,S_F CE]:[S]_]_S Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS) n S

| ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Main > How to Use the Data = Errata

How to Use the Data: Errata

Available in this Section

How to Use the Data Main

Subject Revised Date

Suvbject Table 82107 aid Base Table B2T002 for yvears prior to 2007, period of military setvice September
ACS and Intercensal Population i ; : o ; 23, 2004
Estimates Due to an editing ertar, veteran's petiod of service (WPS) was being incorrectly assianed far some

individuals. The majarity of the errars misclassified some people who reported only serving during
Comparing ACS Data to Other the Yietnam Era as having served in the category "GulfWar and Vietnam Era." The remainder of the
Sources errars misclassified some peaple who reparted only serving between the Yietnam Era and Gulf
War as having served in the category "GulfWar." These errars have been resolved for the 2007
Subject Definitions tabulations.

Accuracy of the Data

Hanford CA and Sak Fragcisco-0akiand CA Urbar Areas Algnst 26,

ali i
Quality Measures 2008

Sample Size: Duting the processing of data products forthe urban areas we discovered the geographic
Data houndaries were incarrect for two of these areas, Hanford CA (code 36703) and San
Cm':;;';ﬁs_ Francisco-Oakland CA (code T3904). Therefore, we are unahle ta release data products far these
i urban areas atthis time. WWe are correcting the geagraphic houndaries in our data files now, and

Data ; :
Definitions will release the data products as soon as possihle.

Responze Rates:




American Community Survey
Subject Definitions

]]_S;].I_S Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

| ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | AccessData | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census * ACS Main > How to Use the Data = Subject Definitions

How to Use the Data: Subject Definitions

2007 Subject Definitions [POF 532K] (@ m—

How to Use the Data hlain 2006 Subject Definitions [PDF 511k]
LG0T 2005 Subject Definitions [FDF 451k]
2006 Data Profiles and Ranking 2004 Subject Definitions [PDF 279Kk

Tables

- . 2003 Subject Definitions [PDF 285kK)]
Guidance on Comparing 2007

ACS Data to Uther Sources 2002 Subject Definitions [PDF 456k]
Under standing Margin of Error
Subject Definitions

Accuracy of the Data

Quality Measures

ACS Group Quarters

Errata

Geography Explanation

Past Hotices ACS

Past Hotices Suppl. Surveys
Guide to the ACS Data Products

Using Data from the 2006 ACS
[FDF]

ACS Data User Training Guide

ACS Summary File




American Community Survey
Subject Definitions

Language Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English

Language Spoken at Home Data on lanzuage spoken at home were derived from answers
tothe 2007 American Commumnity Sirvey Criestions 13a.and 13h. These questions were
askcd only of persons 5 years of age and older. Instructions mailed with the Amcrican
Community Survey questionnaire instructed respondents to mark “Yes” on Question 133 if
they sometimes or always spcke a language other than English at home, and “No” ifa
language was spoken only at school — or if speaking was limited 1o a few expressions or
slang. For Question 13b, respondents printed the name of the non-English language they
gpoke at home. If the person spoke more than one non-English language, they reported the
Tanigiage spoken most ofien. 1M ihe langnage spoken most fegquently condd ol be determmined,
the respondent reported the language learned first.

Questions 13a and 13D referred to languages spoken at home in an effort to measure the
current use of languages other than Enghish. This catepory excluded respondents who spoke
a language other than English exclusively outside of the home.




American Community Survey
Design and Methodology Report

Important reference
document covering
methods used in
producing ACS data

Available at htto.//www.census.qov/acs/www/Downloads/tp67.pdf




American Community Survey
How to Use the Data

' U_S.' CE]:[S]_]_S Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data | How to Use the Data | Aboutthe Data | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Main » How to Use the Data |

How to Use the Data

Available in this Section Section Overview \ Quality measures

How to Use the Data Main Eachyearwe add new documentation to reflect changes inthe The cantent in quality measures pravides discussion and data
survey or update the existing documents to help you understand the  tables atthe state and national level on 4 Key indicators of survey
ACS and Intercensal Population data hetter. data quality -- response rates, coverage rates, sample size and
Estimates allocation rates.

Comparing ACS Data to Other Subject Definitions

Sources B : ; ; ACS Group Quarters
We have identified and defined population and housing variables to

Subject Definitions help you understand the results of the American Community Surey,  Definitions and Type Codes are availahle!

These include infarmation on how the data were callected and how  The content in ACS Group GQuarters provides the definitions and
Accuracy of the Data they are presented in data products. type codes that help users understand the scope of American
Surey Group Quarters data collection.

Guality Measures
Sample Size: Accuracy of the Data

Data ; : ) ) Geography Notes
ki These documents provide data users with a basic understanding of
Definitions

Coverage Rates: the sample design, confidentiality, sampling error, nansampling The geography notes gives a brief explanation of the Census
Data errar, estimation methodology, and accuracy ofthe data, Bureaus geographic hierarchy and commaon terms as well as
Definitions detailz on specific geographic areas presented in the American

Responsze Rates: Community Sumey data products.

-

http.//www.census.qgov/acs/www/UseData.htm

Errata




American Community Survey
Geography Notes

" { U.S_ : CE]:[S]_[S Bureau People | Business | Geography | Newsroom | Subjects AtoZ | Search@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

Census > ACS Main » How to Use the Data » Geography Explanation

How to Use the Data: Overview of Geographic Areas

Available in this Section The 2007 Arnetican Commuonity Survey (8C3) 1-year data release provides data products for a set of geographic

areaswith a population of 65,000 ar mare. The 2005-2007 ACS 3-year data release pravides data products far
How to Use the Data Main geographic areaswith a population of 20,000 ar more. The population sizes for both the 1-year and 3-year data

praducts are hased onthe July 1, 2007 population estimates from the Census Bureau's Population Estimates
ACS and Intercensal Population Prograrm.
Estimates

WHAT TYPE OF GEOGRAPHIC AREAS ARE PUBLISHED IN THE 1-YEAR AND 3-YEAR ACS?

Comparing ACS Data to Other : : i ; ;
CoLiEes The Census Bureau strives to produce information for the geographic areas that are useful to a wide spectrum of

data users. For example, the Census Bureau presents data summaries far the nation's many legal and

Subject Definitions administrative entities such as states (ncluding the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico), Ametican Indian and
Alaska Mative areas, counties and municipios, minor civil divisions (MCDs), incorporated places, and congressional
Accuracy of the Data districts.

Quality Measures Data products are also available for other geographic entities. In cooperation with state and local agencies, the
Sample Size; Census Bureau identifies and delineates geographic entities referred to a5, "statistical areas " These include
Data tensus regions and divisions, urbanized areas (UAsS) and zonas urbanas, census designated places (CDPs), and
Definitions Puhlic Use Microdata Sample Areas (FUMAS). In addition, data are available for 15 geographic components.
Coversge Rates: Geographic components are the total type ofthe geographic area (such as rural) in another geagraphic area (e.o.

Data state).
Definitions

Response Rates: On September 23rd, the Census Bureau will release ACS data for over 6,500 geographic areas that meet the 65,000
Data

//WWW.Census.




American Community Survey
The ACS Compass Products

» Set of educational handbooks aimed at specific
audiences

* Presentation slides on important ACS topics

« E-learning tutorial




American Community Survey
Similarities with Census 2000

« Same questions and many of the same basic
statistics

« 5-year estimates will be produced for same broad
set of geographic areas including census tracts and
block groups




American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

« Beginning in 2010, data for small geographic areas
will be produced every year versus once every 10
years

Data for larger areas are available now and data for
mid sized area will be available in December 2008

Census 2000 data described the population and
housing as of April 1, 2000 while ACS data describe
a period of time and require data for 12 months, 36
months, or 60 months




American Community Survey
Key Differences from Census 2000

« The goal of ACS is to produce data comparable to the
Census 2000 long form data

« These estimates will cover the same small areas as
Census 2000 but with smaller sample sizes

« Smaller sample sizes for 5-year ACS estimates results
In reductions in the reliability of estimates




For more information

Subscribe to “ACS Alert”

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm

Visit the ACS/PRCS website:

http://www.census.qov/acs/www

Contact by telephone:
1-800-923-8282

Contact by email:
acso.users.support@census.qov




