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Huang Zuo’ s Meeting with Wang Yangming

Zhu Honglin (Hung-lam Chu)
Summary

This paper studies an event hitherio unknown to modem scholarship on Ming intellec-
tual history-the meetings of two eminent Confucian masters of the sixieenth century, Wang
Yangming (1472 ~ 1529) and Huang Zuo (1490 ~ 1566). Using unchared primary
sources, especially the recollections by Huang, the papers reconstiucts the meetings of two
men first in Shaoxing in 1523 and then in Guangzhou in 1528, It discusses the philosophi-
cal debates they engaged each other over Wang’ s famous doctrine of the unity of knowl-
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edge and action. It shows that through their debates Wang’ s attempt to defend his own
doctrine compelled him o readjust the premises of his axgument, and that although he did
not convince Huang in the end, he did gain Huang® s respeet for him as a man of solid
learning with an open mind willing and ready 1o heed sound argument and good advice. It
also shows how Huang chose to stay as an independent thinker while Wang® worked so
hard to the end of his life as a committed Confucian philosopher-teacher to elucidate the

complexity of his doctrines and to get actoss his messages of Canfucian activism.




