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ACCEPTANCE OF STATUES OF CHARLES 
CARROLL AND JOHN HANSON. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE. 

DECEMBER 20, 1902. 

Mr. M C C O M A S . I offer a resolution, and ask that the letter 

which I send to the desk, addressed to the Senate and House 

of Representatives by the governor of Maryland, may be read 

before the resolution is read. 

The P R E S I D E N T pro tempore. The Senator from Maryland 

asks that the letter of the governor of Maryland referred to by 

him may be read. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, 

and the letter will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

' E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T , 

Annapolis, Md., December 15, 190?.. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Stales, 
Washington, D. C. 

G E N T L E M E N : I have the honor to inform you that, in acceptance of the 
invitation contained in section 1814 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, the general assembly of Maryland, by chapter 311 of the acts of 
1S9S, made an appropriation to procure statues of CHAKI .ES CARROI.1, O P 
C A R E O H T O N , one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and 
J O H N H A N S O N , President of the Continental Congress of 1781 and 1782, 
to be placed in Statuary Hall, in the Capitol, at Washington, D. C. 

By authority of the act of the general assembly of Maryland, the gov
ernor appointed John Lee Carroll, Douglas H. Thomas, Thomas J. Shryock, 
Fabian Franklin, and Richard K. Cross to constitute a commission to 
procure and have the statues erected. 
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I am informed by the commissioners that the statues were made by Mr. 
Richard E. Brooks, of Boston; that they are completed and have been 
placed in position, and are now ready to be presented to Congress. 

As governor of the State of Maryland, therefore, I have the honor to 
present to the Government of the United States the statues of the dis
tinguished statesmen named. 

Very respectfully, J O H N W A L T E R S M I T H , 

Governor of Maryland. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution submitted by 
the Senator from Maryland will now be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the exercises appropriate to the reception and accept
ance from the State of Maryland of the statues of C H A R L E S C A R R O L L O F 
C A R R O L L T 6 N and of J O H N H A N S O N , erected in Statuary Hall in the Cap
itol, be made the special order for Saturday, January 31, 1903, after the 
conclusion of the morning business. 

Mr. MCCOMAS. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the resolution. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to the con
sideration of the resolution. 

Mr. ALLISON. I suggest to the Senator from Maryland that 
he modify the resolution so as to make the time 2 o'clock. 

Mr. MCCOMAS. I will accept the suggestion of the Senator 
from Iowa to make the time 2 o'clock p. m. on Saturday, 
January 31, 1903. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be so 
modified. The question is on the adoption of the resolution 
as modified. 

The resolution as modified was agreed to. 

JANUARY 31, 1903. 

ACCEPTANCE OF STATUES OF CHARLES CARROLL AND JOHN 
HANSON. 

Mr. MCCOMAS. Mr. President, I present the following con
current resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The concurrent resolution will be 
read. 
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The Secretary read the concurrent resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate {the House of Representatives concurring), That 
the thanks of Congress be presented to the State of Maryland for provid
ing the bronze statues of C H A R L E S C A R R O L L of Carrollton and J O H N 
H A N S O N , citizens of Maryland, illustrious for their historic renown and 
distinguished civic services. 

Resolved, That the statues be accepted and placed in the National 
Statuary Hall in the Capitol, and that a copy of these resolutions duly 
authenticated be transmitted to the governor of the State of Maryland. 

Mr. MCCOMAS. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that 
the gentlemen who constitute the Maryland statuary commis
sion for the presentation of the statutes of CHARLES CARROLL 

of Carrollton and JOHN HANSON be admitted to the floor, 
and I ask that the descendants of the distinguished men who are 
thus honored and the ladies and others of their party may have 
the privilege of occupying during these exercises the gallery 
reserved for the families of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland, asks 
unanimous consent that the commission of the State of Mary
land who have under charge the statues be admitted to the 
floor of the Senate, and that the ladies and gentlemen accom
panying them be admitted to the reserved gallery of the Senate. 
Is there objection to the request of the Senator from Maryland? 
The Chair hears none, and the request is granted. 
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ADDRESS OF MR, MCCOMAS, OF MARYLAND. 

Mr. P R E S I D E N T : The State of Maryland has placed in the 

National Statuary Hall the bronze statues of C H A R L E S 

C A R R O L L of Carrollton and J O H N H A N S O N , and the purpose of 

the resolutions that I have just offered is that now they be pre

sented to Congress for acceptance. The State statuary com

mission, who appreciate the courtesy of the Senate on this 

occasion, have well performed their office, for the works of the 

artist are worthy of their subjects and of a place in yonder hall. 

Maryland has nearly three centuries of history wherefrom to 

choose two citizens illustrious in her annals and worthy of this 

national commemoration. My State did not accord this high 

honqr to the founder, George Calvert, nor to Caecilius Calvert, 

the second Lord Baltimore, the father of the province; nor to 

the gallant leaders of the Maryland Line, to Howard, Small-

wood, Williams, or De Kalb, commanders of that body of sol

diers which early won the confidence of Washington, which, at 

Brooklyn Heights , by its discipline and bravery, saved our 

arm)' when surrounded, which maintained this honorable dis

tinction for steadiness and gallantry unti l in the last pitched 

battle of the Revolution, at Eu taw Springs, tha t same Mary

land Line drove the flower of the English infantry at the point 

of the bayonet; nor to her orators or jurists or lawyers who, 

living before Luther Martin and William Pinkney or in their 

day or after them, emulated their fame and glory. 

From among all her renowned sons Maryland chose C H A R L E S 

C A R R O L L of Carrollton and J O H N H A N S O N as most worthy of 

this national commemoration. 

And with reason has my State presented the statues of these 

illustrious men to join the company of the great and good 

already gathered together in the old Hall of Representatives. 

The story of the Revolution grows in dramatic interest as the 

long perspective grows. As the Revolution recedes, each 
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succeeding generation finds augmented fascination in the great 
story, and draws increasing patriotism from this inspiring 
panorama of our history and this immense event in the history 
of the English-speaking people. 

The most stupid King England ever had was then on the 
throne. He never long endured a prime minister if his talent 
rose above that of a gentleman usher. 

The American colonists were the least governed and the 
freest of English subjects. They were prosperous. They 
loved the Kingdom and the King. They loved the English 
name and tradition, the literature, the architecture and arts of 
England, its historic places, its very soil, for England was to 
them the old home. They were freemen and mostly free
holders, and they loved liberty. The history of English liberty 
was the history of a struggle for the rights of the individual 
citizen as respects person, property, and opinion, so that he 
shall have nothing to fear from the tyranny of an executive or 
of a Parliament; a struggle which began with Magna 
Charta and lasted down to the Bill of Rights and to the 
Declaration of Independence. 

The indissoluble connection between taxation and represen
tation was the basis of the English conception of freedom. 
That no man should be taxed without his own consent was the 
principle which was the root of the American Revolution. 

The glorious wars of the elder Pitt had raised from the dust 
the standard of Great Britain, had restored her prestige and 
power, but had also enormously increased her debt. The 
colonists, under the guidance of the elder Pitt, had cheerfully 
given men and money. They had followed Braddock to 
defeat, and Howe and Amherst and Wolfe to victory. As 
compatriots of English veterans they had helped drive the 
French from the Great Eakes and from the valley of the 
Ohio, joined in the capture of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
the siege of Quebec, and the conquest of Canada. 

The elder Pitt would not have appealed in vain to the 
Colonies, who loved him, to tax themselves to help pay their 
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share of debt for these wars. But the great minister had 
given place to a pliant tool of a dull king. 

As the burden had been partly incurred in the defense of the 
Colonies, George Granville resolved that the Colonies should 
bear their share of it. They had no representation in Parlia
ment and therefore the Colonies replied that taxation and 
representation went hand in hand. Blunder followed blunder 
until loyalty to King and Parliament died out in the Colonies. 

The province of Maryland had little cause for a change of 
government. The proprietary government was mild, and 
reposed on popular affection. The colonists were a homoge
neous people, prosperous and contented, although the bigotry 
of the age had imposed disabilities on Catholics in the only 
province whose Catholic founders had dedicated it to civil and 
religious liberty and to the broadest toleration. 

The Colonial governor, Robert Eden, was beloved and 
respected. The colony was rapidly growing. Maryland was 
the fourth colony in population and importance when she 
joined in the Revolution from love of liberty, and from hon
orable sympathy with the general welfare of her sister colonies. 
On this broad and generous ground she gave her adhesion to 
the Revolution, and authorized her delegates in the Continental 
Congress to concur in the Declaration of Independence. 

It is because of their part in the great drama of the Revo
lution, their unfailing devotion to the cause of liberty, their 
great power and influence at critical periods of the struggle 
with Great Britain, their characters and lives, that Mary
land has selected JOHN HANSON and CHARLES CARROLL of 
Carrollton, to dwell in enduring bronze in yonder American 
pantheon. 

Most of the thirteen original States have contributed statues 
to our National Gallery. It is unfortunate that so few of the 
illustrious men of the Revolution have been sent to join the 
solemn circle there. It is to be regretted that hitherto only 
three of the signers of the great Declaration face each other 
there. 
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American public life in that time of trial and danger was 
adorned by man}' striking figures. Washington, Franklin, 
Hamilton, Jefferson, and Marshall of that generation belong 
to the history of the world. Man}' of their associates will 
forever live in American history. They stand in the fore
front of the nation's life. Therefore I rejoice that Maryland 
now brings to the old Hall of Representatives for the accept
ance of Congress two men of the Revolution, one of them the 
President of a Congress of the Revolution, the other the last 
of the survivors of the signers of the Declaration of Inde
pendence, that great act with which our nation's history 
begins. 

JOHN HANSON. 

JOHN HANSON was born in 1715 in Charles County, Md., 
and lived there until in 1773 he removed to Frederick County, 
then rapidly growing. He had nine times represented Charles 
County in the provincial assembly. In trying times JOHN 
HANSON was by nature a leader. The "Boston port bill" 
roused the peaceful province to make common cause with 
Massachusetts. We find HANSON a delegate from Frederick 
to a congress at Annapolis, and as chairman of the committee 
of observation of his county sending money to John Adams 
for the poor of Boston, later helping to raise two companies 
of riflemen in Frederick. Walking all the way, in twenty-two 
days Capt. Michael Cresap and Capt. Thomas Price marched 
their Frederick riflemen into Cambridge. The Frederick com
panies were the first Southern troops to join Washington. 

At Annapolis in 1775 HANSON fearlessly joined in the over
throw of the proprietary government and in placing supreme 
control in the provincial convention. The cautious conven
tion, hoping for reunion with Britain, had precluded our dele
gates in Congress from declaring for independence of the 
colonies. HANSON and the Frederick County patriots now 
assembled and resolved ' ' That what may be recommended by 
a majority of the Congress equally delegated by the people 
of the United Colonies we will at the hazard of our lives 


