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POSTGAME

40 7

BY SAM MCKEWON

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN—Pick your percep-
tion of Nebraska’s offense Satur-
day in a 40-7 win over Tennessee-
Chattanooga, which doubled as
Tim Beck’s coordinating debut.

First image: Quarterback Tay-
lor Martinez thuds into running
back Rex Burkhead while rifling
the football into the chest of an
unsuspecting UTC defender.

Second image: On fourth-and-
one in Mocs territory, Martinez
cannily changes the play into a
short-side speed option, zoom-
ing around left end for a 43-yard
touchdown — even though Burk-
head still thought the option was
going the other way.

“There was no one on the left
side, so obviously we’re running
left,” Martinez said, grinning.

First stat: The Huskers gain-
ing just 68 yards on first and sec-
ond downs in the first half.

Second stat: NU gaining 192
yards on third and fourth downs
en route to a 23-0 halftime lead.

The final game tally: 68 plays
for 364 yards against an FCS
defense. Four touchdowns plus
four field goals from junior Brett
Maher, who filled Alex Henery’s
accomplished kicking cleats su-
perbly for one game.

So then. Pick your perception.
Here’s Beck’s own take: “Aver-

age.”
More: “I did some dumb

things.”
And: “We were always playing

behind the chains.”
In front of 84,883 expectant

fans at Memorial Stadium, the
curtain lifted on a walking con-
tradiction: an offense both fast-
paced and surprisingly austere,

A SO-SO LID-LIFTER

MATT M I L LER / THE WORLD -HERA LD

Tennessee-Chattanooga running back J.J. Jackson loses his helmet when Nebraska defensive end Jason Ankrah fights off a block and makes a tackle.

Reviews are mixed as NU’s new-look offense sometimes rolls, sometimes chugs

LINCOLN — God Bless Amer-
ica. The first play was a fullback
dive. Soon, quarterback Taylor
Martinez would roll to his left,
and, just as he was being hit,
pitch the ball to Rex Burkhead,
who rambled 52 yards down the
sideline.

The option was back in Memo-
rial Stadium, returning like a
prodigal son after seven years
lost in the wilderness.

You could hear grown men,
dressed in Husker jerseys, sob-
bing for joy.

They might need to keep their
handkerchiefs handy.

Nebraska won its 2011 season
opener. Under gray cloud cover
and with anticipation thick in
the humidity, the Huskers beat
Tennessee-Chattanooga 40-7
in what was more an unveiling
than it was a game.

Presenting the Tim Beck of-
fense. What would it look like?
What would it do well?

It’s still a mystery.
There are no downers when

you win 40-7. But suffice it to
say Nebraska’s offensive debut

Questions
outnumber
the answers

TomShatel

HUSKER PHOTOS AND VIDEOS
See photo showcases and postgame video from

Nebraska’s 33-point win Saturday against Tennessee-
Chattanooga. Omaha.com/bigred

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
There were plenty of times the UTC defense had the
NU offense cornered. But the Mocs couldn’t stop the

Huskers on third down. On Omaha.com/bigred See Shatel: Page 9

See Huskers: Page 9

NU FINDS DAIMION IN THE ROUGH?

Juco transfer Daimion Stafford made
a fine debut. Read more about the

newcomer to the Husker defense in Dirk
Chatelain’s column. Page 7CF

THEY ARE NO. 1

The Sporting News reveals it will name
the 1971 Husker team as college football’s
best in the past 125 years, Lee Barfknecht

writes. Page 8CF

MORE HUSKERS, PAGES 6CF-10CF

IN SPORTS: Omaha’s last minor league championship ... well, it’s a long story. The 1990 team even endured a 20-inning, eight-hour marathon. Page 1C


