“Cdn I help you?™ and they would

' hurn game. Big Red fans booed at

. Cdach Tom Osborne angrily scolded
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Can NU.’- Béet"
Washmgton"

Lincaln
“Can they beat W ashington?”

That has been the question of ihe

week. the month, the vear. Through
the spring, summer “and first -few
weehs of this 1997 season, the Wish-
mgfon Question was on everyone’s
mind.

Grocers would  ask  customers
reply
on?™

Bolicemen pullmg over <peeders
wold walk up to the culprit's wm-
dow and ask. “You were doing. 100
i 30. But what do'you think about
Waghmgton?” .

But with 7:17 left in the game —
ves;a game - Saturday, a much
mofe pressing question: was oft the
mitids of Big Red.

How About CFU?.
Could they beat Central Florida?:
¥es. Sort of. Nebraska prevailed

“Yes. Can we beat Washing-

over the Golden Knights.-38-24. at. |

Memorial Stadium, Survived. Out-
lasted.  Whatever. The _aftérnoon
ended on a t4-point cushion. But
vou got the feeling that if quarter-
Ah(n,k Daunte € ulpnppu and the
Knights had had a fifth quarter to
work with, the Huskers would have
beeh backed up. on their heels, try-
ng to keep the pation’s most under-
ruted playmaker out of the end zone
and a black ntark off their own re-
cord. Against” underpromoted but
not. undermanned Central Florida -

Florida State Jr. — four quar(crs
wag almost oo much.
Now, finally. it's OK to ask the

uestion: Can they beat Washing-
on? :
Do vou real])' want to know?

Game of the Year? -
This was supposed to be the
springboard into the ‘game . of the
vear, if not the century. Nebraska at
Washington. for ‘all the September
marbles and pule position for greater
glories ahead. But a furiny thing hap-
pened on the way to the boredom.
The "prcscn.\on" ended a week early.
The “real scason™ hegan a:week too:
soon. And big- CAmc hype was.‘on -
hold.
This was not a ILel—ﬂood dav. This
was not d feel-2ood game. This is not
how vou want to go into Washington
Week. The Huskers trailed at:lhe
half. 17-14. For the first time. appar:
catly, since halftime of the 1981 Au-

Mémorial Stadium,;  when . senior
guarterback Scott” Frost ran back -
onfo the field after’ sophomore
bapkup Frankie London's day. was -
dt)ﬂc

Ho ding On
Then thw held on for dear life,
nu) romoting the kind of dominant-
logking:lazy-day-tuneup-for-Wash-
m%lun feeling they might néed when
thdy wilk into seismagraphi¢ Husky

Stadium next week.
o ‘top "off the day. Nebraska

thd fans for booing Frost. who Os-
bone said played “flawlessty.” T.0,
wits visibly shuking dusing bis com-
mants. Did the ﬂms really “move
hifr? Or does the air of uncertainty -
around his team make him nervous
before such a big week?- '
171 say this for Osborne: I'll never
agin dOubt him when he says he's

cohcerned about. an opponent; Cen-" |-

trdl Florida ‘wis almost - talented.
skilled "and ' gutsy “¢nough to walk
info. the -76, D00-seat red pit and
knock off No..5 Nebraska.

. appointiment with, the fact that we

UWE ‘figed 1o really practice well and

" and won it.”

“ <tk fiéld thiat lor
, . -sefondaty got biirned enough’ bt
v B

“tem “with : hational champlonsmp ]
“gonls-at the fop of thie chalkboard.. - ] .
The' first-team’ of-

'tl v

Erom pow ol i Osborig saysthe
sky ‘is falling. - I'm looking for a
bunker; But how concerned is Os-
bafne about Washington? 1 the sky-
falling this week? .-

F1f the fans are dlsappomlcd in
this, [-hope they’ll temper ‘their dis-

]avud a good team today.” said Os-

nc, perhaps tempering hls own
appomiment:

¢ fecl we have a ways to go and

sofrie things. riced to, really improve.

dda goad job in the next week. Play-

sofnie things, It can help us. The im-
pdrtant thmt, 5 they got through it

~But- Saturday’s botiom: hnc still
capne With too many qualifiers for,a

. Xoood - fiews:

“fehse and defense %?lt 10'play an en-
game " before Washington, Bad

5 (emral Florida: kept ‘them;on.-

n
Good. riews:- ’Fhe Huskersr‘young.

A se ‘sears- can ontly-help next week,
 Washington, unlike Cen-

'mjld good- football team”exposes |-

hal

'BY STEVEN PIVOVAR
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Lincoln — Nebraska, heads for a
showdown in Seattle having raised as
many-questions as it has answered in
its first two games: -

Saturday's 38-24 struggle to subdue
stubborn Central Florida again raised
some concerns about the fifth- and
sixth-ranked Huskers’-
this week's matchup with third-ranked
Washington.

Can the Huskers' defense hold up
against a Huskies' offense that will be
more talénted than either Akron's or
Central Florida’s? Can Nebraska's of-
fenise .iron out the inconsistencies that

- BY ERIC OLSON .
“WORED-HERALD STARF: WRITFR

Seattle: = They coiild - take away

take away some ‘of his’ television” ap*
- 'pearances. They could take dey his

1 bow pames:
What they. Ple Pacnﬁc 10" Conifer- .

ence coimcil of athletic- administrators,
couldn’t - take "away way Jim Lam-
bright’s pride in -Washington football.

readiness” for

led to Saturday’s 1hree—pomt halftime .

some of his- scholarships.. They could:

NU at Washington

B When: Saturday at 2:30 p.in:
cDT

B Where: 72 500-seat Husky
Stadium, Seattle.

B Television: KETV-Channel 7
and ABC.

M Last meeting: Washington de-
feated Nebraska 29-14 or Sept,
19,1992, in Seattle.

deficit -against the 42- poml underdog
Golden Kmﬂhtk”’

“We - definitely know that we still.
havea lot of lhm% 0. work on,’

the innate kind of pride that would be

- expected.of a.man who has been a part

of “roughly one-third of "alf Husky
games ever pldycd

People in the UW dthleuc prognm
say that's the reason; more than any.
that-the Huskies were able.to withstand
some of the ‘harshest penaltics eéver

“meted out by the «conference and. fwo

years ‘after.doing their tinié, now -are
c()mldT‘ud one of thefavorites to chal-

“

Offenswe Llne, chker

Boost Mavs Past UNK

. .. BY RICH KAIPUST.
" WORLD-HERALD $TAFF WRITER

.- but never relaxed Sdturday i
~w—»u—l()ry over Y
braska at Kearney,” -
The  Mavericks . m.cdcd thrce field
 goals by junior Pauf Kosgl, 436 yards
rushing: and'.a “late, defensive $10
- turn 'back UNK. At ‘the ‘end  of the
_ struggle, UNO ‘slipped - away with its
sixth straight win on the road.

[5-13

estimated our

UNO lmebacker
said. “No:way.in the world I thought it
- would be tms [y .

Bponcm slightly,”

_van broke up a Justin Colcma
lended for

Crs SHATEL Page 5+

Kearney. Neb. — UNO:never trailed.

o

“Honestly | think we Kind of {inder-

emetriu§ Richards |

sion 11, dﬁdnt gscape until Nate bulh- :

WMore UNO-UNK coverige,. Page‘

the Tine ‘cleared the way: for 100+ y\r
rushmg games by quarurback

0 162) and - tailback “Jeff -’
%ﬁl;]—a(—l%) = and-a rushing Tofal=

lhdl ranks second in‘school history.
" *They're doing a heck of‘a job right "
now.” Thompson siid. *We're gett‘mg
some-long -drives. a ot of! it runping.
We ‘just have to take AdVdnmge of it s
dowri-near'the end.” ‘
UNO never pullt.d away _ despite
racking up-27 first.downs.and. a hlige
-ed
23g30 The Mavs' problem simmiply Was
' failure to put. the ball thc end zone
mon& than onc RN

ach - Pl )
| are thmgs we've got oel‘ i
ccan't

pect fo win ballgd

FRESHMAN [-BACK: Nebraska' Correll Buckhalter, No. 36, races for the comer of the end Zone to score on a
yards on 11 carries, also scored NU's next touchdown on.a 3-yard run to extend the léad to 31:17, ‘

y Win Leaves

Husker rush end Chad Kelsay said. *If
we play next week like we did toddy
we're going 1o get smoked.”

Kelsay's comments ~echoed " what
teammate Jason Peter said two weeks
ago after Nebraska's. 59-14. season-
opening win over Akron. Several other
Huskers said as much Saturday after

Nebraska used a strong third-quarter
‘showing to rally trom its 17-14 halfnme

deficit.
But amid the ununamty Coach

. Tom Osborne wanted 1o make one

thing crystal clear to the vocal minority
in Saturday's 216th Straight - seflout
crowd of 75.327 at Meémorial Stadium,

Senior Scott Frost is and 'will be Ne-

: bl’d&kd sNo. 1 quarlnrbdak

e ol posscsslon (36:30, 10

- lenge for thc national Lhdmplonshlp—

The 35-year-old Lambright, who's in,
his fifth séason as head coach.expected
1o less of himself or the. program:

“I very much see my role as one that
ties present-day Husky' footbiall with
the history.% he said.

Lambright,” who played undcr Jim

Owens and was an assistant under Don -

James, takes the same approdch Tom
- Sec'WASHINGTON Page 6

In- directing five of Nebraska's' six
scorifig dnvesfagdmst Central Florida,
Frost completed 9 of 14 passes for. 120.

_ yards. He risshed Y0 times for 52-yards.

He threw a’16-vard touchdown pass to

lvht end Sheldon Jackson and ‘scored:

the. Huskers". final louchdown ona 3-
yard run.

Frost also heard boos when he re-en-
‘tered the game in-the second- quarter.
_shortly after :

Frankie London had enginecred a-65-
yard scorihg . drive that gave  ‘the
Huskers theif first lead” of the game.

London’s"appearance had been predc-«

termined. Osborne said. and. was de-
signed to get the Huskers' No. 2. quar-
terback valuablc -playing - ume m- a

Lambrlght’s Marks

_backup . quarterback

JEFFREY. Z CAFHEYJHEWORLD HERALD

134 ard run vnth 6'01 left in the third quarter and bredk a 17-]7 tie. Buckhalter. wh() Tushed for 82

J}

cricial strétch’ of the game. -
“Othier than one or two plays lod' Voo

- Scott played. flawlessly.” Osborne said:
*I didn't see dmthmg hé did wrong to-
day: There might hive been one or (wo_
-passes -he might ‘have completed, but’

héaven's’ Sdkm Joc Montana. dldnt
complete every pass.””

Asked if he was dxsappomled wuh’
the crawd’s booing of Frost. Osborni
replied. ~1 - don’t-think -that hds any
place i this, stadlium, The fans. Have
seen these
seen' them, ;

“ery day. Scott is our starter.”

‘Frost quieted his critics by ludmn;

Nebriska to scores.onfour of its first

See HUSI(ERS Page 4.

Lambrlght Kept Huskies Aﬂoat in Sea of Treubles

M Coach Jim Lambrlght s overall and Pacmcdo Coii-.’

ference marks, wnth bowl résults:

“Year Overail Pac-10  Bowl

1993 © .7-4:0 . 5-3:0 .. Nobowl. -

1994 | -7:4-0 7 4:4-Q° " Nobowl"

1995 = 7-41 7 6-te1 Sun: lowa, 38-18 .
1996 930  7-10: Holiday: Coloradg, 33- 21 :
1997 2:0-0 - 000 =

All 32-15-1 0-2"

22-9-1

66-3 on thie home field
the defénding Blg 12.ch
piors; Page

Bank

| fli‘oTw The AP

Buffs’ Offense'"’
Shps a Gear
. 3’ Loss

“Michigan,”

- The seventh- nd ughth mnkcd But~
“faloey _puniedSeven times snd threw
* thiee’ mlyruphons in their first A0 pos- -
.sessions while falling behind’ 4-0' mid-
{-way " through the - third | quartt,r. cuy
avoided  ‘shutout with . 3;32.to. go i
the- third ‘on Jason -Lesley’s 52~vard
“figld goal: but. eved th .ya
Wolverine penalties. ‘were. needed:

: : kccpmc. dmve dlxve




