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|Tom
Shatel

NU DéSérveé
~ No.1 Rankmg

I was looking like anolhu sleepy.
old time in this sleepy..old season.
And then the scoreboard went off
fiké an alarm clock.

— —__Minnesotg 6. Peni State U.. Mm- -

““Lingolp—f—

nesota 9. Penn State 3. Minnesota

12. Penit Stawe 3. ,anmom 15,
Penn State 3.

Could 1t h.xppgn’ Normall\ the
No. | question 1s not that mmpdlmﬂ
an issue fo @ No. 2 Nebraska Tedm |
ona- mid-October afternoon . with .
“Texas Tech the entree of the day.
Unless Numero Uino happens to be a

member of “the Ann Alliance and

Nea—] nl/}l\n

T stow-the llnuu\.ul FeH
away in a Pd\ddl.nd Calif., ware-
- bouse until Jan. 2
And -uniess the alarni kups g:omﬂ

ofl,

NO—T

" Minncsota 15, Pena Stiie 10,
——Penn State 16, Minnesota 15.
Oops. False alarm. ) .

By then,  the " Huskers - had
~awakened from an early: game slum-

er and were on (hc way to dismiss-
Rod R " 70 ﬂ Bt AMAS 1t

Py
-u:‘. e

enough to, leap- frog them over the |

Nittuny Lions. a la 1994, when a No.

"~ hisdife. -

. Tech.and. Zatechka's first touchdown
—Satirday. afiérnoon- were featired .ele-

+ before 75.764 fans. the 218th straight-

. BY S['EV!‘.N PWOVAR
WORLD-HERALD STAER WRITER | .

_ Lincoln.— Oh a day when Nebras-
kas defeme notched a. shutoutTit hag
HSKer-of-
uard. Jon Zatechka got: a

touchdown he's been waitinig for alrof

CIlmb to No.

"W Days éuri the etegular séa~ © |
bome S Nebraska teams as
I~ cét
Assoc:axed Press poit: L
"W Oct. 31,1995\—No.2NU de- I
teated No. 7 Colordado 44-21 and. ] . :
' “replaced Florida as-the top team.
_ E Nov. 1, 1994—No. 3 NU de-
feated No.2 Colorado 24-7 and

replaced Penn State as the top
Steam.

fensive

The Blackshrrts blanking of Texas

- ments of a'29-0"Big 12 Conference vic-
tory. that sirengthened the Huskers” ar- -
gument for No. 1. The victory came

~seftout-—erowd—at—Memorial—Stadim.—| -
and-improved secorid-ranked Nebraska - | B Sept. 6, 19940, 4 NU de-
{9—@-@4—0_3]4};@_8%1_2_5 MM¥ feated No. 24 West Virginia 31-0

. sion. T the Kickoft Ciassicand Tes— ———

Defensively, Nebraska put on a bril- | . piaced Floridy s the top team.

liant - performance—that=-allowed - the
. Huskers to noteh their~ first shutout -,
- zsince a 49-0 win aver Baylor on Oct.
12, 1996. - .

“It's a monkey off our back to- et

feated- unfaniked lowa State 42.3
and replaced Oklahoma as the
top team.

W Sept. 11, 1984—No. 2 NU de- . -

2-ranked NU beat a No. 3 Colorade
and jumped over'a PSU team that
didn’t win by enough over Iridiana?

Paterno Sentiment

Your guess is as good, if not bet-
ter, than Jason Peter’s.

“I'm guessing thev'll still be No.
1.7 said the sentor -defensive tackle,
referring to Penn State. “1 think they

want Coach (Joe) Paterno o have'it”
Unless they lose, they won't take 1t

away fromr thent

__the wday. True. ¢

senl W sure
dnun l get I'dll!()adtd dgam with an
ain. when

— Won'tthev2 That's-the question of |
here will be |

Y
———oti g

wipe -the red off vour face dgam ]
Minnesota’s Gofers—at home—sen-
timental hearts get a waiver.

“It's easy 16 have a'letdown after
winning 4 big game like they did last.
week.” Nebraska quarterback Scott
Frost said. “Then again, 1 dont”
think ancsom 1$ a very good foot-
ball team.”

No. Not at all. So let’s just say it
right now: Nebraska should be No. 1
" 1oday. Why? Because I'm a notori-- 4

ous homer. And because the Huskeis |

have carned a bigger share of the
ranking than anyone.

No Super Teams
Because. as autumn’s days grow
shorter. there is still no team that -
. Erdhs vou by the -throat and says |
We're No. 17" No super team. Flor-
“ida fost to LSU. Penn State played
nobody-and-then-rallied-at-home-to—
beat—a—pood Ghio State team and

JEFFREY F4 CARNEY’[HE WORLD HERALD

DEFENSE DOES IT: Nebraska picked up its first shutout of the season with the help &r tackle Jason Peter, who ‘stopped I-
back Ricky erhams on this first-guarter play. NU allowed six first downs, {7 mshmg yards and 127 totalyards .

Breakdown “How The AP

then the goofy Gophs.: Florida State”
beat USC and Clemson. North Car-
-olna_beat Stanford..but no one is
—stit—sure—if—that -was—in—acddemic. |
bowl or football, :

The best. victory of his college” |
season by a contender belongs to
Nebraska: Sept. 20 at Washington,

- 1ts a subjective debate, depending
on whether your bar stool resides in
...Happy Vallev or'O Street’in Lincoln.

 sioni. Ahiman Green banged his way | for

T season gaime-was-in-H980.-when-offen-day. we'r

this’. shutout Nebraska defensive .| feated unranked Wyorning 42-7
tackie-Fason-Peter i-—and.replaced Miafii of E.londa as
Texas Tech finished with just 127 “the top team. -

yards. Tech might have been held un- | - B Nov. 11 1984P_N0 2.NU.de-
-yards-if-cornerbaek-l L femted-unra e 41
-terson had not’ missed a tackle that
contributed to a 33-yard gain, the Red
Raiders’ longest of the. day. The 127
yards were. the fewest Nebraska has al-
 lowed since Baylor gamed 117 last sea-
son.
Offensrvely Nebraska overcame pe-
riodic struggles to finish with 446 yards-
= 400 on the ground — and claimed a

and replaced.Washington ds the
top team.

“There’s not-a whole lot to tell aboirt ]
1" said Zatechka. when quizzed about.~ .. L.}
the touchdown. ] just fell on the ball,”

ZatechKd's being in the right place it
the right time merely was pdrr of a dav

the Huskers. who_’
posted their 40th straight win at home:
78~Me_\zatds_mm;mrhur 34th congecutive regular-season
rom_* conference- victory ~and. their . 29th
- Omiha Central has topped the 100~ straight triumpfr on homecomig.
yardmawm P etk tate kept
Green, who had scored ‘efght touch-  being a perfect day for NU when the
thee previous two games, got Nmany Lions ratlied from a.15-3. dcﬂ
- day_on-a T-yard ryn_He ~CitI0posta 16-

mlchl “have had a second tOUChdOwR — A T0Ss Dy the ATty oot
" biit he fumbled when'he was hit 4 yards - edly would have-moved-Nebraska-into—

from the, "goal . line. . The _football

bounced forward into the waiting arms
" of Zatechka, & 290—pound semor from

Lincoln East.

- Zatechka became the first:Nebraska
offénsive lineman to score a touch-
down since Dean-Steinkuhler scared on
a- 19-yard run on a *fumbleroosky” in
the 1984 Orange Bowl. The last time a
Husker linéman- scored. in“a regular-

e o

the’ top spot in the national-polls. Now. -
" the. Huskers -must- wait -uniil today,
when the. ratings are released.

“We saw at hdmrme that Penn State
_was_ losing,” - Husker ‘rush end Mike.

Rucker said. “We would have Tiked to

have seen Penn State’ lose. but they

must have played a good game, I guess.

We'll just-let the voting take.care o it-

self. I, we keep doing what we did to-
be

e going 1ot
Nebraska tratfed “Penn—Sta
pomtq i last week's Associated Press

- Seg HUSKERS Page8 -

sive guard- Mike Mandelko covered -a
fumbled punt ii the end zone dzamsr
lowa State.

‘Mavs ESC@_Q»J ackrabbit* Tra:p

On Of ense

£estslew

.BY ROB WH]TE
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
“Ann Arbor. Mich. — Don’t blame -
the lowa defense for this one.
Even'though three second-half Mich-

BY RICH KAIPUST -
WORLR-HERALD STAFF WRITER

UNO did.a tot_of things wrong be-

-a:31-21 _victory. over South ‘Dakota.
State.

The Mavericks. fumbled and stum-

bled their way into 22110 hole at Can-

Bul ¢ven the Huskers seerii o T&e]
that they belong at the top-more now
than:a year ago.

“This year 1 thirik we wou]d have

A Penn State (6 0) gt Mirineso
. 2, Nebraska (6-0). bgat Texas Tech 290
3 Fla. St (6-0) bedt No. 1 Ga. Techi 38:0.
4. N. Garolina (7-0) beat N.C. State 20-7.
5. Michigan (6-0) beat No. 15 Jowa 28:24.

IMore-on-LWO.Eages

Umversny of Nebraska at Omdha to
. catch up and pass the 2-4 Jackrabblls
: beforea crowd of 7 600,

~igan Tome erased-a--Ttowi-
halftime lcad; the Wolverines’ thrilling

* - 28-24 come-from-behind vietory Satur-
day —-<apped by Bn.m Griese's 2-yard

forc—ﬁna’chgelHﬂg%ﬁghr«sruurddy«mw_

iglia Field. I( 100k a solld finish for the .

earned i1, Frost said. “Last year we

; mu«.uuuwu pass-to-derame-Tuman-with

556 ) had-less_to-do with _the’ .

niv 1
vv\, Ju:u GOt

6. Auburn (B-1) fost ta No. 7 Florida 24 0.

hadn’t dong anything to earn it. Thi§

year, we went onrthe road and beat a

good Washington' team and we beat’
~ apood Kansas-State team.”

Osborne Vote ..

There is no question how the vote
wonld go in the Pefer-Grant- Wis-
trom household: - Both - roommates -

said they thought NU stood for. Nu- |

mero Uno. But the one Husker who

his 4 vote—Coach Tom Osborne

T allGwed TRAT He Yo V()I“G“Nebravk:r

.~ No. 1 in the USA.°

- codches’ pol] after- the, W
“in bt “wouldn®
planned. to vote today. W

ed Qf coaches

“What d6 we d, erve?:1 think we
_have a good-team, and T'think we are
pldymg well. We are not unbeal—
able.

But they. are unhca(en Thals
what ‘made their uninspiring, clock:
punching, mouth-smashing - ‘victory
“$o number-oneish.- This 15 team-
that never slips up: . [t’s 'not fancy:
. But if’s not . oudml either, against ;
“the rummies of the conference: /ien

~." in doubt, go with consistency. That s

; the Nebrdska philosophy anyway..

ect.for. our

reat- o

< frow---he-—|

7 Jij

Hawkeye defense and more with the

offense.

“We didn’t execute.on of fense.” fowa

tailback Tavian Banks said. *1 feel real -
. bad. for the defense, because they went
“allout today They put us'in-a p )
1o win.

Banks - helped give” Towa one Tast
¢hianice” with, 4 30-yard pass- regeption -
that'carried to the Michigan 26 in'the -{ .
finaf ‘minute before a tense MlChlgdn .
——éwmprnwdnf 106.505 : e

ol

at we do_— with fumbles-
_and. mrstakes arid
sions on my part,” UNOCoach Pat Be-
_hros said. “*And nobody feels Worse
about it than me right now. '
“But I gu
* and Still ‘win it

7 {6-1) beat No. 6 Aubm

* 8. LSU (5-2) fost to Mississippi 36- 21
- 8. Tennesseg (5-1) beat Alabama 38- 21
10, Washington (5-1) béat Arizona 58~ 28
11. Ohio.State (6-1) eat ndiana’31-0.
42 Michi> SE{5+1) lost to:N'wesern- 19_
ash. $t:(6-0) beat Catifarria 63-37:
exas A&M {5-1) lost-to K-State 36-17.
wa (4-2) lost to No.5 Michigan 28-24..- |
kiahoma State (6 0) did not play. :
CLA (5 <2) beat Oregon. State 34-10:

* worry-about a loss.”

"+ shirt freshman® fromi Omaha North, ran -
_ for “a’ career-high 185" yards™ 16 “help
‘_jpammgncomeback Junior .quart

*seem—taloek. \mr\/

oor -coaching dect=

if wé.can overcomc that
gives us-somothingto- -
work with next week and not have lo+

UNO. tailback’ Adam Wright, a réde

‘But. 'Hawkeye - quarterba Matt
lercgption- into.the”
‘rmg arms of lini

- back Ed Thiompson added threé fou
. downruns and 161 yards rushi

pushed” UNO (6-1)7intg a -

“UNO dazxmrrmrmﬁmw
!orced afumhle. whlch the M.nenc_ Jas

one of three Wolvermes suprbunding -
D .

lral C onfeun

: tie for first place i the North'

lh_[ o]
0in the Big Ten).
. chance. there. -8t the lqs
“but’ we didn’t do a goad enough
owa Coach

aly:first down.” .
he was-in the clear ﬁvc‘

N bras
- $tal glts ‘Hrim tosthe title,0F niext=best -

“} lluvw had

" kids,”
lie McBnde said. “Weg afler

Defensive Coordinator-C L

team: m-;he«Brg_ll.Confbl’CﬂSﬁ'———m—«-—
" “The erdcats hcid

the intérception capped a-horr
ble-da vluESHéTﬁﬁTT‘ﬁTUTW ;

ZOth-ranked‘:Kansas Smic is.”

: -then s g Tush 1
‘averging 112 yards a game

am on the gaimie’s first play
‘But? guard . Steve ;McKinney:
‘those:factors don’t explam why the' Agx
pies, Tifthy nationally. m rushing ;
2 ards a pame; had.a long run of

: ¥e
; offemwc touchdown came on’d 1- yard
-~ drive’set, uwp, by a 29-yard mtercepuo

doniinte these guys isa ery )
fymg fée‘img, : KSU Deferi
o0ps. said.




