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The Effect of the Anti-Christian Movement

in China (1922-1927) to YMCA’s
Physical Education Activities

Jeng-jie Tsai’

ABSTRACT

In the final period of Ching Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China
(R.0.C.), the YMCA was a Christian charity; however, it had overcome the traditional
race, cultural superiority and strong, deep self-consciousness of mainland China to
develop the physical education activities project and to lead these activities
development of mainland China recent time. It was a miracle and it never happened on
the Chinese history.

When the physical education activities were developed and rode on the crest of
success, Mainland China had explored the Anti-Christian Movement (1922-1927)
based on the nationalism that was anti-imperialism and took back the right of education.
During the six years, Christianity was under ruthless attack. Being one of the Christian
branches, YMCA couldn’t omit the challenges. In this paper, we also wanted to
understand the impact of the YMCA’s physical education in the Anti-Christian
Movement and cleanse the Chinese physical education development history on recent
time. Through historical documents, data collection and materials analysis, we get the
conclusion as follows:

In March 1922, the anti-imperialism tide swelled up. The current thought was
anti-religious society and non-religious education during that time. Under this
circumstance, the six years’ the Anti-Christian Movement had exploded finally. YMCA
and other Christian schools were accused as the tool of imperialism aggression and

under the intelligentsia denounced by spoken word and writing, the Kuomintang (Party)
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and Communist’s (Party) military operations, they suffered serious damage.

Under the effect of the Anti-Christian Movement, YMCA lost all benefits to
develop the physical education activities. Chinese government also put the Chinese
traditional physical exercise activities and military physical exercise activities into the
formal lessons of school curriculum. Moreover, YMCA suffered the criticism from the
“championship” and “representative system”.

The physical education activities of YMCA and other Christian schools were often
resisted. The sport organizations and contests held by Chinese and the foreign physical
education activities instructors also went back to their countries one after another. For
these reasons, the physical education activity project of YMCA in Mainland China
stopped.

Key words : Anti-Christian Movement, YMCA, Physical Education



