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His Most Sacred Majesty George the Third, by the Grace of God

King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Sovereign of the Seas,

Defender of the Faith and so forth, to the Supreme Emperor of

China Kian-long worthy to live tens of thousands and tens of

thousands thousand Years, sendeth Greeting.
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We have fixed upon Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin and
Counsellor, the Right Honorable George Lord Viscount Macartney,
Baron of Lissanoure and one of Our most honorable Privy Council
of Our Kingdom of Great Britain, Knight of the most honorable
order of the Bath and of the most ancient and royal order of the
White Eagle, and Fellow of Our Royal Society of London for the
promotion of natural knowledge, a Nobleman of high rank and
quality, of great virtue, wisdom and ability, who has filled many
important offices in the State of trust and honor, has already
worthily represented Our Person in an Embassy to the Court of
Russia, and has governed with mildness, justice and success,
several of Our most considerable possessions in the Eastern and
Western Parts of the World, and appointed to the Government
General of Bengal, to be Our Embassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to Your Imperial Majesty with credentials under
Our Great Seal of Our Kingdoms and Our Sign Manual, ...
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in that respect have been amply complied with and that We are
Brethren in Sovereignty, so may a Brotherly affection ever subsist
between Us.
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Translation in the Macartney Embassy to China

Lawrence Wang-chi Wong*

Abstract

In 1792, George Lord Macartney was sent by King George of Great
Britain to visit Emperor Qianlong to open the tightly closed door of China.
Unfortunately, this first encounter of the two greatest powers on earth was a
complete failure, and Macartney, after meeting the emperor briefly a couple
of times, left empty-handed. Western and Chinese historians have tried to
identify the reasons for this failure from a variety of perspectives. This
article looks into a key issue that has long been neglected: the translation
activities that took place during the mission. It demonstrates that translation
played a vital role throughout the mission. This article begins by looking at
the primary materials that tell us much about the qualifications of the
translators of both sides; it then moves on to analyze the translations
themselves. This article shows that the performance of the translators and
their translations seriously affected the outcome of the embassy, in particular

in relation to the tributary issue.

Keywords: Macartney mission, translation studies, tributary system
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