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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF LI SHANG-YIN'S POETRY

JAMES J. Y. LIU

In the introduction, the author briefly discusses various interpretations of Li’s
poetry, and describes the approach adopted in the present article. He further
states his basic conception of poetry and the critical standards applied in the
analysis of Li’'s works. In Part I, the writer discusses the worlds of Li Shang-
yin’s poetry and attempts to show how the world of each poem is revealed through
its polyphonic verbal structure. In Part II, Li Shang-yin’s exploration of the
potentialities of language is analyzed in terms of diction, syntax, versification,
imagery, symbolism, and allusions. In the concluding section, Li’s total achievement

is summed up, and certain “baroque” qualities of his poetry are pointed out.
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