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URING the year 1768, Charles Wesley, with his
brother’s full concurrence, removed his family from

Bristol to London, which henceforth was his place of resi-
dence.! Whitefield spent the first half of the year in the

metropolis. In July, he set out for Scotland; but, about a
month after, returned to LLondon to inter his wife, who died on
August 9. His health was somewhat feeble; but he con-
tinued to itinerate and preach to the utmost of his power.
His orphan house in America, and Lady Huntingdon’s college
at Trevecca, demanded his attention, and had it. He and
Wesley were still warm hearted friends ; and yet there seems
to have been a shade of coldness come over them. Hence
the following, written when the year was closing.

“ TABERNACLE, Decemnber 28, 1768.

““ REVEREND AND VERY DEAR SIR,—Pray have you or I committed the
unpardonable sin, because we differ 1n particular cases, and act accord-
ing to our consciences? I imagine the common salvation is not promoted
by keeping at such a distance. Enemies rejoice, Halfway friends espe-
cially are pleased.

“You will be glad to hear, that the time for completing the orphan
house affair seems to be come. Do you know of a good, judicious,
spiritual tutor? Will you, without delay, make the first present of your
works to the library ¢ I hope we shall have a nursery for true Christian
ministers. I know you will say Amen. Yesterday I was fifty-four years
old. God be merciful to me a sinner! Though you are older, I trust you

will not get the start of me, by going to heaven, before, reverend and very

dear sir, less than the least of all, “ GEORGE WHITEFIELD.” 2

1 C. Wesley’s Life, vol. 11., p. 242.
2 Methodist Magazine, 1783, p. 634

VOL. III. B
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Life and Times of Wesley.

Another letter, of the same kind, was addressed to Wesley,

Age 65 on New Year's day, by his old friend at Everton.

“ EVERTON, Fanuary 1, 1768.

“ DEAR SIR,—I see no reason why we should keep at a distance, whilst
we continue servants of the same Master, and especially when Lot’s herds-
men are so ready to lay their staves on our shoulders. Though my hand
has been mute, my heart is kindly affected towards you. I trust we agree
1n essentials ; and, therefore, should leave each other at rest with his
circumstantials. I am weary of all disputes, and desire to know nothing
but Jesus; to love Him, trust Him, and serve Him ; to choose and find
Him my only portion. I would have Him my meat, my drink, my clothing,
my sun, my shield, my Lord, my God, my all. Amen.

““When I saw you in town, I gave you an invitation to Everton ; and I
now repeat 1t, offering you very kindly the use of my house and church.

The Lord accompany you in all your journeys! Kind love to your
brother. Adieu!!
“ JOHN BERRIDGE.”!

At the close of the year 1767, the Earl of Buchan died
triumphing 1in the faith of Christt He had been in the
habit of hearing Whitefield, the Wesleys, and others, at Bath,
and had felt their ministry a blessing. His last words were,
“ Happy, happy, happy!” The inscription upon his coffin
run thus: “His life was honourable, his death blessed; he
sought earnestly peace with God,—he found it with unspeak-
able joy, alone in the merits of Christ Jesus, witnessed by the
Holy Spirit to his soul.”? His countess dowager was a
woman of deep piety, of elegant taste, and of great genius.
She was the mother of a numerous family, and appointed
Venn, Berridge, and Wesley her domestic chaplains. This was
done through the intervention of LLady Huntingdon,® to whom
Wesley addressed the following letter.

“ LONDON, Fanuary 4, 1768.

“ My DEAR LADY,—I am obliged to your ladyship, and to Lady
Buchan, for such a mark of your regard as I did not at all expect. 1
purpose to return her ladyship thanks by this post.

‘“ That remark is very striking, as well as just ;—If it is the Holy Spirit
that bears witness, then all speaking against that Witness 1s one species
of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. And when this 1s done by those

who profess to honour Him, it must in a peculiar manner grieve that

Y Meithodist Magazine, 1857, p. 616. .
2 ¢« Life and Times of Countess of Huntingdon,” vol. 1., p. 17.
3 Ibid. vol. ii., p. 427.






