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THE LIFE AND TIMES

THE R EV. JOHN WESLEY,
MA .

1 76 8 .

URING the year 1 76 8, Charles Wesley, with his

brother
’

s ful l concurrence, rem oved his fam i ly from

Bristo l to London, which henceforth was his p lace of resi
dence.

1 Whitefield spent the first half of the year in the

m etropol is. In ju ly, he set ou t for Scotland ; bu t, about a
m onth after, returned to London to inter his wife, who died on

August 9 . H is health was som ewhat feeble ; bu t he con

tinu ed to itinerate and preach to the utm ost o f his power .

H is orphan house inAm eri ca
,
and Lady H unting don

’

s co l lege

at Trev ecca, demanded his attenti on, and had it. H e and

Wesley were sti l l warm hearted fr iends and yet there seem s

to have been a shade o f co ldness com e over them . Hence

the fo l lowing, wr itten when the year was closing.

TABERNACLE, D ecem éer 28
,
1 768.

R EVEREND AND VERY DEAR SIR , —Prayhave you or I comm itted the
unpardonable sin

,
because we differ in particular cases

,
and act accord

ing to ou r consc iences ? I im agine the comm on salvation is not prom oted
by keep ing at such a distance. Enem ies rejoice. Halfway fr iends espe
cially are pleased.

“ You will be glad to hear
,
that the tim e for com pleting the orphan

house affair seem s to be com e. Do you know of a good
,
judic ious

,

spiritual tutor ? W ill you , without delay, m ake the first present of your
works to the library ? I hope we shall have a nursery for true Chr istian
m inisters. I know you will sayAm en. Yesterday I was fifty—four years
old. God be m erc iful to m e a sinner Though you are older

,
I trust you

will not g et the start of m e
,
by go ing to heaven, before, reverend and very

dear sir less than the least of all, GEORGE WH ITEFIELD ” 2

1 C . Wesley’s Life, v ol. p. 242.

2 M ethodistMag azine, 1 783 , p. 684.

VOL. I I I .
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Another letter, of the sam e kind
,
was addressed to Wesley,

on New Year ’s day, by his o ld fr iend at Everton.

EVERTON
, yam iary I

,
1 768.

D EAR SIR ,—I see no reason whywe should keep at a distance, whilst
we continue servants of the sam e Master

,
and espec iallywhen Lot’sherds

m en are so ready to lay their staves on ou r shoulders. Though myhand
has been m ute, myheart is kindlyaffected towards you . I trust we agree
in essentials and

,
therefore

,
should leave each other at rest with his

c ircum stantials. I am weary of all disputes, and desire to know nothing
bu t jesus to love Him

,
trust H im

,
and serve H im to choose and find

Him myonlyportion. I would have H im mym eat
,
mydr ink, m yclothing,

m y sun
,
m y shield

,
m y Lord, my God, m yall. Am en.

When I saw you in town, I gave you an invitation to Everton and I
now repeat it, offer ing you very kindly the u se of my house and church.

The Lord accom pany you in all your journeys ! Kind love to your
brother. Adieu

“
JOHN BERRIDGE .

” 1

At the close of the year 1 767 , the Earl o f Buchan died
tr ium phing in the faith o f Chr ist. H e had been in the

habit o f hear ing Whitefield
, the Wesleys, and others

,
at Bath

,

and had felt their m inistry a blessing. H is last wo rds were,
Happy,

happy, happy .

”

The inscr iption upon his co ffin
run thus : “ H is l ife was honourable

,
his death blessed ; he

sought earnestly peace with God,— he found it with unspeak
able joy, alone in the m erits o f Christ Jesus, witnessed by the
Ho ly Sp ir it to his soul .” 2 H is countess dowager was a
wom an o f deep p iety,

o f elegant taste, and of great genius.

She was the m other of a num erous fam i ly,
and appo inted

Venn, Berr idge, and Wesley her dom esti c chap lains. Thiswas
done through the intervention o f LadyHuntingdon,

3
to whom

Wesley addressed the fo l lowing letter.

LONDON
, 7am iary 4, 1 768 .

MY DEAR LADY
,
—I am obliged to your ladyship, and to Lady

Buchan,for such a m ark of your regard as I did not at all expect. I

purpose to return her ladyship thanks by this post.
That rem ark is very str iking

,
as well as just —If it is the Holy Sp ir it

that bears witness, then all speaking against that W itness is one spec ies
of blasphemyagainst the Holy Ghost. And when this is done by those
who profess to honour H im ,

it m u st in a peculiar m anner gr ieve that

1 M ethodist M ag azine, 1 85 7 , p . 6 1 6.

0

9 Life and T im es of Countess of Huntingdon,” v ol. p. 1 7.
3 Ibid. v ol. i i . , p. 427 .




