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Exploring the Mandates of Heaven: Wen Tianxiang's
Concepts of Fate and Mantic Knowledge

Liao Hsien-huei *
Abstract

Based on the case of the late Song literatus Wen Tianxiang SZ K%, this
study aims to explore how various mantic arts played a part in, and became
juxtaposed with, Confucian teachings in the lives of literati, and how Song
literati reacted when faced with life crises. Given that Wen was deeply
involved in both mantic arts and Confucian teachings, his life experiences
serve as a window through which we investigate how the juxtaposition of
these two systems of knowledge came into being. One may also examine how
Wen Tianxiang reacted, and which part of his knowledge associations became
embodied, during the final stage of his heroic, yet tragic life. This study also
goes beyond Wen Tianxiang himself, and probes into the ways in which Song
literati in general classified knowledge and identified with it.

Keywords: Wen Tianxiang S K+F, fate, mantic practitioners, mantic arts,
knowledge exchange

* Liao Hsien-huei is an associate professor in the Institute of History at National Tsing Hua
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