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Relations Between the Zhou Court and the
Southern Huaiyi:

A Discussion Based on the “Jufu Xu Gai” Inscription

EDWARD L. SHAUGHNESSY

In this paper, the author argues that“in dealing with primary historical documents modern
scholars need both to avoid ideological and chauvinistic prejudices on their own part and also to
be aware of the inherent prejudices and the subjective historical background of the document’s
original author., He studies as a case in point the inscription on the *“Julu xu gai,” the cover of a
vessel cast during the reign of King Xuan of Zhou and discovered in 1974, This inscription, which
concerns relations between the Zhou court and the Huaiyi of the Huai River valley, can be trans-
lated as follows:

It was the king’s eighteenth vear, first month; States-Elder Nan Zhong commanded Jufu to

approach the southern lords and to lead Gaofu to present to the Southern Huaiyi their

tax and their tribute, and to respect the Yi customs, upon which they will not dare not to
respect and fear the king’s command and, reciprocating, will present to us their offerings
and their tribute. We then arrived at Huai. Of the small and large states, none dared not to
completely reciprocate the king’s command. In the fourth month, (we) returned as far as
Cai and made (this) set xu-vessel. May Juru for ten-thousand vyears eternally use it and
greatly benefit.
The central problem in this inscription is the reladonship between the two parallel lines translated
here as “Jufu . . . present(s) to the Southern Huaivi thelr tax and their tribute™ and *““(the Huaivi)
reciprocating will present to us their offerings and their tribute.” All praviuﬁs scholars have
employed different grammatical readings for the two lines, such as ome active and one passive,
by way of interpreting both to mean that the Huaiyi presented tribute to the Zhou, The author
of this study suggests instead that the two sentences indicate a reciprocal exchange of gifts or
tribute between the Zhou and the Huaivi. On the basis of this and other evidence from Western
Zhou bronze inscriptions, as well as comparisons with patterns of foreign relations in later periods
of Chinese history, the author concludes that throughout much of the Western Zhou period and

certainly at the time of King Xuan’s reign, the Huaiyi were a people independent of and more or
less equal with the Zhou,



074



