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COMPARISON OF EMOTICONS FROM
MAJOR VENDORS

Submitted: Arle Lommel (arle@lisa.org)

date: 2008.12.26 (version 1.5)
subject: Unification of emoticon characters with current proposals for encoding
emoji

Description: This document compares the built-in emoticon sets from five major vendors
of chat/instant message programs: Skype, Microsoft, Yahoo, America On-
Line, and Google. The various emoticons are correlated and sorted by, first,
the frequency with which they are used and, second, alphabetic order of an
abstract description of the emoticons’ meaning.

The resulting table was then compared with the Table for Working Draft
Proposal for Encoding Emoji Symbols (http://www.unicode.org/~scherer/
emoji4unicode/snapshot/utc.html) to identify any overlap between the set
of emoji in that proposal and the set of emoticons used by Western vendors.

Significant overlap was found to exist, but numerous inter-vendor incom-
patibilities were found. Even a “core set” of Western emoticons only partially
correlates to the existing emoji set. It appears that between 30 and 40 code
points would need to be added to the emoji proposal if emoticons used

by more than one of the vendors included in this comparison were to be
included. (A substantial number of the emoticons in the chart are vendor-
specific in the sense that they do not correspond in meaning or form to any
emoticons used by other vendors.)

version: 1.5. Added unification to existing Unicode code point for YIN YANG. Added
note about animations (that this document does not show them).

1.4. Added an “Others” column to contain the default emoticon sets for
phpBB and vBulletin.

1.3. Moved two additional rows and renumbered all rows. Reduced size to
A4 (sorry for the small font size) and altered the footers to match the
UTC document registry requirements.

1.2. Moved two rows that were inadvertently listed as being used by only
one vendor, when in fact two used them.

1.1. Added row and page numbers and cover sheet. Added missing correla-
tion between GIFT and e-510 (PRESENT)

1.0. First draft
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