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Liao Tien-Ding and His Accomplices in the Japanese
Colonial Archives

Wang, Chi-Ming
Abstract

This article aims to use two on-line archives database which contain official
documents during the period of Japanese rule to discuss the criminal verdicts and it’
s meaning concerning Liao Tien-Ding (1883-1909). Liao Tien-Ding was jailed for theft
several times and became the target of the police after a murder case in Keelung. Finally
Liao was killed by his acquaintance at Bali in 1909. The evaluation of his life story varied
in the past century. In recent years, there are more abundant resources available in the
Archives of Taiwan Government-General and Taiwan Colonial Court Records Archives
(TCCRA). Although these precious materials are not easy to read for scholars and
academic researchers, they could deepen our understanding of Liao Tien-Ding as well as

the practice of law and the social order in colonial Taiwan.

Keywords: Liao Tien-Ding, Archives of Taiwan Government-General, Taiwan
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