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Th e  ro le  o f t h e  EU a g ric u lt u ra l se c t o r in  t h e  
fra m e w o rk  o f t h e  Gre e n  De a l o b je c t ive s
Green De a l a n d  F2F t a ckle  p e st ic id e s  u se  a n d  
h a za rd .

G r e e n  D e a l  a p p r o a c h   se ve ra l a xis  lin ke d  t o  t h e  
a g ricu lt u ra l se c t o r. 

O p p o r t u n i t y

C h a l l e n g e s

C o n c e r n s

F2F and Biodiversity Strategies:

Set goals 

N o  c o n c r e t e  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e m .  

R e d u c e  t h e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  a n d  fe rt ilise rs w h e n  
t h e re  is  n o  m e n t ion  o f a  lis t  o f “c re d ib le  a n d  re a lis t ic  
a lt e rn a t ive s”  t h is  sh ou ld  b y c la rifie d

“Reduce the overall use and risk of chemical 
pesticides by 50% and the use of more 
hazardous pesticides by 50% by 2030 ”.

(F2F St ra t e g y, Ma y 20 20 )



St a t e  o f p la y o f a g ric u lt u re  in  t h e  EU

EU a g ricu lt u ra l se c t o r is cu rre n t ly fa c in g a n u m b e r o f ch a lle n g e s:

E n s u r i n gfo od se cu rit y u n d e r in c re a sin g d e m a n d fo r fo o d , fe e d a n d n o n -fo o d ou t le t p ro d u c t io n , a n d
u n d e r c lim a t e ch a n g e p re ssu re .

Providing m illio n s o f jo b s

F e e d i n g t h e w o rld w h ile t a kin g in t o a cco u n t t h e 3 p illa rs o f su st a in a b ilit y (e n vi, so c ia l, e co n o m ic).

T a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o n  4 8 %  o f  t h e  E U ’ s  l a n d

P r o d u c i n g  f o o d  w it h  fe w e r n a t u ra l re so u rce s  b y t h e  m o n t h , w h ile :

f a c i n g  n e w  p e s t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  e f f e c t s

r e d u c i n g  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o n  t h e  s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  

Shifting co n su m e r d e m a n d s w it h in c re a se d :

r e q u i r e m e n t s w it h re sp e c t t o t h e p ro d u c t it se lf

R e q u i r e m e n t s o n h o w it is p ro d u ce d .



Ma in p rin c ip le s o f su s t a in a b le c ro p
p ro t e c t io n

Safeguarding plants and crops’ health  co rn e rst on e  o f a ll fa rm in g  
a c t ivit ie s  & m od e rn  a ra b le  fa rm in g  in  t h e  EU.

Fa rmer s  may  have  r ecou r se  t o  P l an t  P ro t ec t i on  P roduc t s  (PPPs )  t o :

Grow  h e a lt h y c rop s on  com p e t it ive  t e rm s 

En su re  t h a t  con su m e r d e m a n d s a re  m e t

p ro vid e  sa fe  fo o d , fe e d  a n d  n o n -fo o d  a g ricu lt u ra l p ro d u c t s

S a f e g u a r d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

P l a n t  p r o t e c t i o n  t o o l  i n  t h e  m a r k e t   h u g e  e con om ic  d iffe re n ce  fo r 
fa rm e rs .

Global trade  o t h e r cou n t rie s  h a ve  t oo ls  cu rre n t ly u n a va ila b le  in  
t h e  EU  u n le ve lle d  p la yin g  fie ld  (com p e t it ive n e ss o f EU fa rm e rs).

C o s t s  a n d  t i m e  n e e d e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  n e w  s u b s t a n c e s   in c re a se d  
s ig n ifica n t ly in  t h e  la st  fe w  ye a rs

M a n y  s u b s t a n c e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e-a u t h o rise d .



SUD a n d  In t e g ra t e d P e s t  Ma n a g e m e n t

Copa and Cogeca welcomed the initiative of the European 
Co m m issio n  t o  e va lu a t e  t h e  Dire c t ive  o n  t h e  su st a in a b le  u se  
o f p la n t  p ro t e c t io n  p ro d u c t s  (SUD).

I n t e g r a t e d  P e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  ( I P M )  a l l o w s  f a r m e r s  t o  a v o i d  
a n  e xce ssive  u se  o f ch e m ica l p e st ic id e s  a n d  t h e y a re  
in c re a sin g ly m o vin g  t o w a rd s lo w -risk su b st a n ce s  a n d  
se le c t ive  c ro p  p ro t e c t io n  t e ch n iq u e s . 

Availability and use of IPM tools  ke y fo r a  su st a in a b le  
a g ricu lt u ra l p ro d u c t io n

IPM combines agricultural practices  re d u ce  t h e  im p a c t  o f 
a g ricu lt u re  o n  t h e  e n viro n m e n t :

Crop rotation, implementation of resistant cultivars, soil management, 
se e d  p ro t e c t io n , b io co n t ro l, g e n o m ic  t e ch n iq u e s , ch e m ica l su b st a n ce s , 
lo w -risk su b st a n ce s , n a tu ra l su b st a n ce s , e t c . 

Use of chemicals = last resort in IPM.

C h e m i c a l  P P P s   e sse n t ia l in  IP M  su p p o rt  h ig h  q u a lit y 
a g ricu lt u ra l p ro d u c t io n .



Ne e d o f a lt e rn a t ive s

Adequate tools:

Be t t e r m a n a g e  n a t u ra l re sou rce s  

De live r g ood s a n d  se rvice s  t o  t h e  con su m e rs

Ad a p t  t o  t h e  e ffe c t s  o f c lim a t e  ch a n g e  

Re sp on d  t o  soc ie t a l d e m a n d s.

New alternatives to conventional PPPs  in c re a se  in  q u a n t it y a n d  
q u a lit y o f a g ricu lt u ra l o u t p u t  + u sin g  fe w e r-m o re  p re c ise  in p u t s .

A l l  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  m a y  c o m e  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r k e t  m u s t  b e  
a ffo rd a b le  fo r fa rm e rs  + a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  p ro d u c t io n  c ircu m st a n ce s  

N e w  t o o l s   No t  a  co st -e ffe c t ive  in ve st m e n t  fo r n o w . 

C l e a r ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  s w i f t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  n e w  p l a n t  
p ro t e c t io n  t o o ls   g u a ra n t e e d a lw a ys.

T h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  f a r m e r s  o n  u s i n g  t h e s e  t o o l s  =  h i g h   p ro p e r a va ila b ilit y = 
fa r fro m  e n visa g e d .



In n o va t io n a s  a  c ru c ia l p ie c e

Innovation = essential  e n h a n ce  su st a in a b ilit y in  a  g lo b a lize d  m a rke t .

R e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r IP M is  ve ry im p o rt a n t .

I n n o v a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n :

Existing scientific literature and evidence

W e a lt h  o f kn ow le d g e  co lle c t e d  b y re se a rch  p rog ra m m e s (EU, n a t ion a l).

R & I  n e e d s  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  &  
c lim a t ic  re g io n s a c ro ss  t h e  EU.

I d e n t i f y  fa rm e rs’ sp e c ific  n e e d s in  a d va n ce   b rid g e  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  
sc ie n ce  a n d  p ra c t ice   En co u ra g e  e xch a n g e  o f in fo rm a t io n   Re se a rch  
re su lt s  a va ila b le  fo r fa rm e rs  t ra n sla t io n  in t o  in n o va t ive  a n d  re a d ily 
a p p lica b le  t o o ls  in  t h e  fie ld s .



A so lid sc ie n t ific b a s is  fo r p la n t p ro t e c t io n
t o o ls

The F2F and the Green Deal proposals 
sh o u ld  b e  b a se d  o n :

Solid science -b a se d  risk a n a lysis  p a ra d ig m

P r e c a u t i o n a r y  p r i n c i p l e .

P l a c i n g  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  o f  s a f e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
a c t ive  su b st a n ce s sh o u ld  a lw a ys b e  
sc ie n ce -b a se d  a sse ssm e n t   key . 

F a r m e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  t h e  
rig h t  t o o lb o x  d e ve lo p e d  h a n d  in  h a n d  
w it h  cu t t in g -e d g e  sc ie n t ific  p ro g re ss.

EFSA  ke y ro le  in  t h e  a u t h o riza t io n  
p ro ce d u re   co n sist e n t  a n d  ro b u st  
e va lu a t io n . 



Fo o d fo r t h o u g h t

A holistic impact assessment should be fully performed before 
se t t in g  a n y p o lit ica lly b in d in g  t a rg e t  fo r re d u c t io n  o f u se  o f 
co n ve n t ia l P P P s

A  s a f e ,  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e  t o o l b o x  g u a r a n t e e s :
Avo idance  o f  a  fu rt h e r re d u c t ion  o f yie ld s  a n d  e n su re  food  se cu rit y.

M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  w h i l e  t a c k l i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  c l i m a t e  
ch a n g e  a n d  o t h e r m a jo r c ris is  like  COVID-19

F u n d a m e n t a l   p o licy fo rm u la t ion  a n d  im p le m e n t a t ion :
I m p r o v e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  m a r k e t s  

C o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  a g rifood se c t o r (3 p illa rs)

R e c o g n i s e s a lre a d y n u m e rou s p rod u c t ion  m e t h od s b rin g  a d d it ion a l b e n e fit s  
on  su st a in a b ilit y



Thank you for your attention ! 
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