OVERVIEW

The youngsters sample and compare the
insects living in two different areas: a
managed lawn and a weedy area.

BACKGROUND

Animal diversity refers to the number
of different kinds of animals living in an
area. The diversity of animals reflects, in
part, the diversity of vegetation in that
area. Animals need plants not only for
food, but also for shelter, shade, and
moisture.

When people move into an area, they
usually influence the diversity of animals
in the area by altering the animals’
habitat. A habitat is the place where an
organism lives. A weedy field with a
variety of tall grasses and shrubs provides
habitats for many kinds of animals. If the
same field is transformed into a well
managed lawn with only one or two
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CHALLENGE: FIND AS MANY
DIFFERENT KINDS OF ANIMALS
AS YOU CAN IN A MANAGED
LAWN SITE AND IN AN
UNMANAGED WEEDY AREA.
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Branching Out. If you plan to do the
“Branching Out’ activity (see the last
section of the folio), prepare the plant
cards ahead of time. Pick samples of the
most common plants in the weedy area
(one plant for each team of two and a
few extra samples), and tape each one to
a piece of cardboard.

1. Tell the youngsters that they will catch
different kinds of animals, particularly
insects, with sweepnets to compare what
kinds of animals live in two different
areas: a managed lawn area and an
unmanaged weedy area. Clearly point
out boundaries for the two areas.

2. Demonstrate the sweepnetting and
insect-transferring techniques described
on the equipment card. Ask a youngster
to hold the plastic bag open while you
invert the net into the bag. Twist the bag
near the top and secure it with a rubber
band. Pass your catch bag around so
everyone can see the animals you
caught. Tell the kids to keep their bags
of insects out of direct sunlight as much
as possible or the animals may overheat
and die.

3. Divide the group into teams of two,
and assign half the teams to sample the
lawn area, and the other half to sample
the weedy area. Suggest that team
members take turns using the sweepnets.

4. Pass out the sweepnets and bags, and
challenge the two groups of teams to
collect as many different kinds of animals
as they can in their respective areas.

5. After ten to fifteen minutes, call the
teams together to share what they caught.
A shady spot is good for this part of the
activity. Show the teams how to place
their sealed catch bags into an
observation tray for easy viewing.
Distribute “lawn™ observation trays to the
lawn teams and “‘weedy’ trays to the
weed teams. After the teams have
placed their bags in observation trays, ask
the teams to carefully count how many
different kinds of animals they caught.
Distribute marking pens so the teams can
record on the flaps of their observation
trays the number of different kinds of
animals they caught.

6. Have hand lenses or bug boxes and
OBIS Lawn Guides available for the
teams while they count.

7. After all the teams have finished
recording their catch counts, find out
which “lawn” team and which “weedy”
team found the largest number of
different kinds of animals. Then have
each “lawn” team pair up with a
“weedy’’ team, and ask the paired-up
teams to compare the animals they
caught.

THE CLEAN SWEEP

Ask the following questions:

1. What are some of the differences
between animals found in the lawn and
those found in the weeds? What are
some of the similarities?

2. Introduce the term animal diversity
(the number of different kinds of animals
living in an area). In which of the two
sites did you find a greater diversity of
animals?
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