OVERVIEW

At night, the youngsters gather around a
brightly lit white surface and conduct a
series of investigations to study the
behavior of the animals attracted to the
light.
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CHALLENGE: USE A LIGHT
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MATERIALS

For the group:
1 old white sheet, large sheet of white
paper®, or similar material
materials for hanging the sheet (string,
tape*, tacks*, rope, and so forth)
light sources (electric lamps, gas lanterns,
car lights, flashlights)
1 The-Old-White-Sheet-Trick junk box,
containing:
colored cloth and paper, tape, felt
pens, smelly substances (onions,
paint, vinegar, garlic, ammonia,
liquid flavoring extracts), and colored
gel or cellophane
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2 sheets of Action Cards*
1 copy of an Action Card for each pair of
youngsters

* Available from Delta Education.

PREPARATION |

Group Size. This activity works best
with eight to twelve youngsters. For
larger groups, set up two sheets.

Time. Plan to spend forty to sixty
minutes (well after sunset) on this activity.
A warm, windless night in mid-summer is
best. If possible, set up your sheet and
light a half hour or so before activity time.

Site. Just about any suburban, rural, or
wilderness area is appropriate for this
activity. Locate a site with a minimum of
competing light sources (street lights,
porch lights, and so forth). Make sure
there are no hazards for the youngsters to
fall into or over in the dark.
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