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Bridleway News

The Aston Ring along Pickering’s Cut near the railway viaduct was due to be opened this summer
with the worst areas fenced off but this has now been delayed by the Council. An alternative
solution is in the process of being agreed with the local Badger Group and Natural England.
Although officially this route is closed, there are no closure signs and some riders are still using
the route either by dismounting and leading using the mounting blocks or by by-passing this
section through a couple of bridle gates via the Woodland Trust land. Clearly anyone does this
at their own risk and there is also some badger activity in the adjacent field. This is extremely
frustrating and we are continuing to lobby the rights of way department.

Delamere Forest Cabin Development

This development is still under construction with the main route into the Forest from Waterloo
Gate still closed. An alternative route (see plan below) has been provided by the developers
which links with Manley Bridleway 16 and a new multi-user route to link with the cabins. We have
met with the developers, Forest Holidays and some improvements have been made to the
bridleway surface and to the visibility of the new route. The original plan was to have had a
largely unsurfaced perimeter route which would have been better for horses, but following the
wet winter and lobbying by local residents, the new path was stoned. It does form an attractive
route and will provide a potentially quieter alternative once the cabins are in use.
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Abbotts Moss

Earlier this year several riders reported that the permissive path through Abbotts Moss Nursery
had been closed and at the time we assumed it was due to COVID 19. We have been in touch
with the Nursery Manager from Forest England and apparently this closure had been agreed
jointly with the adjacent landowner due to ongoing problems of anti-social behavior and theft.
There have been no issues at all with horse riders. This route has been used by riders for decades
as it creates a safe circular route to and from the Whitegate Way using the restricted byway
through Totties Hall Farm. We will continue to lobby FE and have asked if the route could be
opened for a trial period and have pointed out that many riders have signed up to Horsewatch
and are ideally placed to spot and report any issues.

Eastern end of route from restricted byway that passes through Totties Hall Farm

Overgrown or obstructed routes

We have had several reports recently about overgrown routes or problems such as trees down.
As always please do report any problems to the relevant authority and there are links on our
website. Cheshire East publish a maintenance schedule on their website so it is possible to
check whether a cut is programmed. More than one route has been reported to Cheshire West
with a response saying that no work is in the programme and no work can be done due to
resources! In such cases it can be helpful to get support from the local Parish Council or the ward
Councillor as they are in a better position to lobby and clearance will benefit all users. Cheshire
West also have a new App which is available for smartphones. You just need to register your
email address and then you can report any issue from the location and submit a photo.

Reminder

I’'m sure everyone is aware but a reminder that all horses are now required to be microchipped
by law from October 1.
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Rides
Sadly the second Sandstone Ridge Walk and Ride Festival was cancelled due to COVID and we
were due to hold a ride again as part of this event. Hopefully it can take place again next year.

Consultations

The Department for Transport in the UK publishes annual statistics about the activity of
motorists, cyclists and walkers. No such information is currently available for horse owners,
loaners or sharers. The BHS are looking into this and would like to know about your activity
when caring for and exercising your horse, pony, donkey or mule, and particularly your activity
when using public roads and off-road tracks together. Link below:
https://www.bhs.org.uk/eguine-activity-survey

The Department for Transport has launched a consultation on proposed amendments to the
Highway Code, which are specifically designed to benefit walkers, cyclists and equestrians. The
consultation which closes on 27 October is an opportunity for riders and carriage drivers to have
their say on the changes to the Highway Code review, to improve safety for all. The BHS website
outlines the relevant rules and updates for riders which is worth a look before responding to the
consultation. Link:  The consultation

Highway Code Rule 215 HRSA hrsa.org.uk

Look out for horse riders' and horse drivers’
signals and heed a request to slow down or stop.

;'I'm turning left" "I'm turning right"
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"Please slow down" "Please stop"
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Horsewatch / Rural Crime

If you haven'’t yet signed up, you can register on  https://www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/
Regular alerts are sent about horse and tack theft and you are encouraged to report any
suspicious activity while out riding. You can follow Cheshire Police Rural Crime Team on
Facebook. They post many interesting and sometimes shocking articles about their daily work
and also post information on equine matters. The Team hosted a Cheshire Horsewatch live
Facebook session on the evening of 17" August where people were able to post questions and
get answers. Predictably most were around road safety and incident reporting. Later on 30
August they reminded people to be careful over the Bank Holiday weekend and posted a useful
infographic on Rule 215 (see above).
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