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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is a worldwide human rights move-
ment which is independent of any government, political faction,
ideology or religious creed. It works for the release of men and
women imprisoned anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin
or religion, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence.
These are termed “*prisoners of conscience””.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL opposes torture and capital punish-

ment in all cases and without reservation. It advocates fair and
speedy trials for all political prisoners.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL sccks observance throughout the

world of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights

and of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL has consultative status with the
United Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO and the Council of Europe,
has coopcrative relations with the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights of the Organization of American States and has

observer status with the Organization of African Unity (Bureau for
the Placement and Education of African Refugees).

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is financed by its members through-
out the world, by individual subscription and by donations.
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1974 Nobel Peace Prize
Sean MacBride

Sean MacBride, who retired in September
1974 as Chairman of Amnesty Interna-
tional’s International Executive Com-
mittee, was awarded the Nobel Peace

Prize on 8 October 1974 in recognition
of his lifelong work for human rights.

Mr MacBride, a founder member of Al,
who had been Chairman of the IEC since
its inception, shared the award with the
late Eisako Sato, former Prime Minister
of Japan, who himself was a member of
Al.

Mr MacBride stood down from his IEC
post because he could not combine it with his post as United Nations
Commissioner for Namibia; but he remains chairman of the krish Section.
In his honour, the 1EC has established an annual Sean MacBride Lecture on
Human Rights to be delivered at future meetings of Al's International
Council.

In announcing the award of the Peace Prize to Mr MacBride, the Nobel
Committee of the Norwegian Parliament said he had been chosen for his
“many years of effort to build up and protect human rights all over the
world”. It also cited the fact that as Foreign Minister of Ireland from
1948-1951, he had helped shape Ireland’s role in UN peace-keeping
operations.

All of Amnesty International would echo the words of The [rish
Times which, in an editorial commenting on the award of the Nobel
Peace Prize to Sean MacBride, said:

As chairman of Amnesty International he has shown
—what is not always the case with idealists—that he is
aware of individuals, not only of people in the abstract.
With his legal talents, he could easily have made a
fortune at the Bar and relapsed into selfish, moneyed
complacency: others are doing it all the time. Instead,

he looked outward at the tormented world and
immersed himself in it.

Preface

by Dirk Birner, Chairman, International Executive Committee

A year of growth. Amnesty International has grown further in 1974-75, both
in membership and in the scope of its operations. But, sadly, it has also been a
year of another kind of growth: of politically motivated persecution, long-term
detention without trial, brutal torture and executions. A year, then, of growing
need for the work of Amnesty International.

Impartially and free from any political consideration, Amnesty International
worked in 1974-75 on violations of the United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in more than 100 countries. Yet, almost all these countries, as

members of the UN, have agreed to be bound by that declaration. Amnesty
International has persistently reminded the governments of their obligations and
striven to bring world public opinion to bear upon those responsible for such
violations. Al missions have gone during the year to 31 countries in all parts of
the world to investigate allegations of persecution and torture, observe trials and
make representations to governments.

Major campaigns, involving the whole organization, have sought amnesties in
countries with long-term prisoner problems. In 1974-75, there were month-long
campaigns on each of five West African nations, at least three of which subse-
quently declared amnesties that freed political prisoners, among them Al-adopted
prisoners of conscience. A current campaign for amnesty is concentrated on
Indonesia, where more than 55,000 persons have been detained without trial
since as far back as 1965.

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, the Soviet Union, Spain, South Korea, Guatemala, South
Africa, Uganda, Argentina, Uruguay, Morocco and Brazil are, as they have been
for some time, countries where violations of human rights continue on a disturb-
ing scale, Yet there have been dramatic changes in 1974-75 in other “problem”
countries. Al has welcomed the mass release of political prisoners in South
Vietnam, Greece, Portugal and Mozambique. In each of these cases, the new
government has announced its intention of maintaining those freedoms that were
violated with such gross persistence by the former regimes. Al has formally called
on all four governments to uphold those human rights to which, as UN member
states, they have pledged their support. In these countries, as in all countries,
words must be matched by deeds. Far too many nations of the world pay only
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lip service to human rights, limiting them to those elements that are unquestion-
ing in their obedience to the central authority and to the existing political
system. By doing so, they corruptly downgrade human rights into privileges.

General campaigns notwithstanding, adoption of individual prisoners of con-
science is still the heart of Al's work. Al groups everywhere continued their
efforts to obtain the ultimate release of individuals or, as a new technique, seek-
ing freedom for groups of prisoners. They also provided moral support and
material relief both for the prisoner and his family. More than £100,000
(US $240,000), donated by a generous public for this purpose, has been distrib-
uted as a relief money throughout the world. Many Al groups had the
satisfaction of seeing their prisoners released. But such success has not always
meant the end of their efforts: it is often difficult for released prisoners to be
re-integrated into their society, and they continue to depend upon their adoption
group for support.

There has also been a determined effort by Amnesty International to find in-
creased support and attract new members in Asia and Latin America through the
appointment of a field secretary in each of these regions. Development is one of
the key words in Al's vocabulary. This means development not only of Al
groups, sections and members in areas of the third world where, in the past, Al
membership has been small or non-existant, but, equally important, development
of an awareness everywhere that human rights are as important to the life of a
nation as economic well-being—that they are not “luxuries” only the rich can
afford, but the basic entitlement of all people. It is all the more regrettable,
therefore that some governments have, during the year, harassed and detained
persons working on behalf of Amnesty International.

One basic human right of all people, wherever they may live in the world, is
protection against brutal treatment by those in power. Al's Campaign for the
Abolition of Torture, now in its third year, has undoubtedly created greater
public awareness of a problem that was insufficiently recognized before. The

unanimous passage by the United Nations General Assembly on 6 November 1974

of a resolution that called for specific action against torture by the UN and its
agencies represents one of the major successes of the campaign to date. But it is
only one of a long series of measures that will be needed before torture is effect-
ively outlawed throughout the world.

In today’s world of atrocities people too easily become accustomed to con-

tinuing_ reports of cruel and inhuman treatment to human beings of whom they
know little. Having created awareness we must now make sure that every respon-

sible citizen and organization assumes personal responsibility to fight and abolish

torture once and for ever. Our campaign must be unrelenting, pushing, convincing.

It must be a true campaign, from which nobody can exclude himself.

The growth of Amnesty International’s work and the need for more such work
has confronted the International Executive Committee with ever-increasing tasks
of its own. New IEC methods were necessary to cope with these problems. In
accordance with decisions taken in Askov, Denmark, in September 1974 by the
International Council, members of the IEC assumed special functions and respon-
sibilities for certain areas of AI's work: for example the Campaign for the
Abolition of Torture, relief, development, external affairs, administration,
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general research and finance. This has served to streamline the IEC’s process of
decision-making.

No review of the year on behalf of the IEC can be complete without paying
tribute to the man who was Chairman of the IEC from its inception until Sept-
ember 1974: Sean MacBride. Having been appointed United Nations Commiss-
ioner for Namibia, Sean MacBride was unable to continue as IEC Chairman.
Without his unrelenting efforts on behalf of the organization and its aims,
Amnesty International could never have achieved its present position and repu-
tation. His lifelong work for human rights was justly recognized when he received
the 1974 Nobel Peace Prize. We look forward to welcoming Sean MacBride to
the 1975 International Council in St Gallen, Switzerland, where he is to deliver
the first of the major addresses on human rights that Amnesty International has
named in his honour.




Amnesty International is run by its members

and motivated by concern for
human rights everywhere.

ntly re-examined and jts actions

y evolving,
to new demands from prison-
ernmental changes often bring

from prison, exile or Opposi-
lationships and more intimate comprehen-

ers, from the public and from the membership. Gov
to power those who have known of Al previously
tion, This in itself creates different re
ston of AI's motivation and purpose.

But just as political change calls for readjustment so, too, long-standing
problems may require new methods

and clearer or re-defined objectives. Thus in
1974 the International Councit brought into the main objectives of the organ-
ization the concept of “fair trial" and opposition to long detention without trial

Someone detained for 10 years without trial may not always be non-violent and a

s certainly held without regard to his human
is entitled to be considered Innocent until proved guilty.
The nature of “fair trial” itself IS one which is widely understood but rarely
defined. Different cultures provide different measures. Tria] by jury, trial by

one’s peers, legal defence of one’s own choice, access to documentation and

witnesses, right of appeal, civilian courts and judges: any of these would be ad-
vanced by some as the prerequisite of fair trial,

depending on practice, national
custom and legal system. Such additions to AI's objectives necessarily add to the
responsibility and area of judgement and interpretation left to the International
Executive Committee and the Internatio

nal Secretariat.

Not all cases can be treated alike. Not all situations fai] neatly into categories
or classification systems. Stab|e Indonesia still maintains tens of thousands of
prisoners without trial [0 years after their arrest. The Shah of Iran retains his
benevolent image despi

te the highest rate of death penalties in the world, no valid
system of civilian courts and a history of torture which is beyond belief, The

governors of the Soviet Unijon still believe that dissent and minorities must be
repressed or contained by imprisonment and physical restriction. The list of such
situations is infinite, and they represent but g sample of the type of problem
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hich Al has to study and evaluate before decid'!ng which action 1s-nf;;s;?ré ct:d
Hllﬁl our objectives of working for the human rights of those restric
wugextelf:: lr?:wozirg;rit::)?rioached by Al during the 197.4-75 period wbas ;"hei "
r]'{rll?ssion of inquiry into allegations of torture of prisoners Faken h)'( | y; zeived
?Omel during the October 1973 Middle East war. The commnssno]r(l (whic 1Srals
tic'lr: cooperation of both governments? spec:‘ﬁcally set olixtletoa ln::z:) ni n;i;:)n[:gms
hich were positive and related to existing international leg | mitments
un ken by both governments under the Geneva Conventions. The .
Uﬂd.ertii ent 3:*1] to assess allegations on the basis of evidchti: bu‘t alsnfj to pm]-
de?:l(iex:e[;?m{e)ss; of prison camp administration which were in v:zLan:JOnr tc;fr ; 1€
Evacntions. If t}.e conventions were imp!ementcd :htta)y t:?l:jl:fj r::m ieceive -
allegations more difficult to fabricate. This approach yb]ame | not rece
versal support. Many thought that Al should* ap'porl'u:;n ame and make
isons. The proof of our judgement will lie with the go ents not
g?lllr;pgl{lgi??a and Israel, but of all countries engaged in conflicts which re
takg]r%ul:;ic;nle;se?ri;?;ﬁal started as a case work orgagizgctlim; deali::i :r(it;l gf{iple
in pri it is developing, in addition to its individual case :
”rlar:;lflc:;i.gﬁgg at)t; lI:t.u'ev.rent vioﬁations of hum_an rights and teru:ire anfdc::; Zﬁiﬁn
X tal conduct in the future. Belief in the qeed tor codes o . Ln
%ﬁ: (i;rtla?l]iigl legal and police professions to forb(ijd 1ll&treatmeer?tt g{t; irisﬁenzrniwd
’ eived endorsem lite
longer e by-?i&iﬁﬁélﬁ?%c}] ?itzf?(::gdree; of ethics have been prepared Wllhlﬂf
Nﬂtlon{? (l}lznerr;fessions. The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatmentto
;??s};zer; will)l be reviewed in 1975 not only as standards but also with a view to
the%]enfogi?rﬁleerzlt.growth of Al reflects the international' concern for lugpar:s
ight 1313?1 the values contained in the Univer§al De‘claratlon of Hun;an bll%f:] c{;n'
Unite | covenants and other international instruments. Such pu !
ir:lr:e?vlrjeat: l;};;ressed ‘in countries where dissent is not ;ncc;ll.lrag?ck Ic;euattj?zsrtls S
1 embers—not necessarily because pf their mem ership o
g.:i,‘s? Al attracts those who feel corr_lmltment. to t!ui:( prfl'lll)(:(i])i:] i(:]; lllﬁ:; s
rights. For Al members in such countries tshere is a risk o
s criticisms. |
forlgm?mIttllfenytfse;;hilre:fe%tﬁelrss ;t national or group level have l?een ardre;tetdth
Ne alllrlgguth Kore;, the Soviet Union and Pgru. Th.lS f:zmnot be ignore ny‘rq |
moielinent as a whole. It is a risk which inevitably limits the expansion
through its orthodox channels of national sectl?nsiand_gt:;l_;isérymg omomic
Another element in the growth of the organization is , VATYIB CCOROMIC
and social difficulties experienced in developing countries. fst[; 2 conisrence
in New Delhi 20-23 March 1975 at the invitation of the | ot
o h::::lld ": hether there were common factors af fectm_g the dev{e opmen .
fl ﬁ? coouuntzes such as Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, India and Sri La.llka;n»; 0
mll;lcms were different from those in WesFern Europe, North %m:snwuzre <
i stralia—areas in which Al has strong national sections. New ide s werd ¢
cuL;sed and a special meeting of the International Executive Commi
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considered Al development in all areas where the organization is not strong at
present.

The importance of these development debates and programs is not the devel-
opment of {\mnesty International as an organization but the development of
work for prisoners of conscience by human rights supporters in these areas. Our

task is. to harness the opposition to torture and the sympathy for prisoners of
conscience wherever they are found. Such feelings surely exist as strongly in

socialist and third world countries as anywhere else.

This is a challenge to the movement as a whole: to find the ways and means
of harnessing our support despite the political, social, financial and other prob-
lems which exist. There will be problems arising not only from economic and
political differences but also from miistrust, from political attitudes and from
cultural misunderstandings on all sides. It is these difficulties which provide the
challenge.

A way must be found for all those who wish to do so to play their full part in
the work of Amnesty International for prisoners throughout the world regardless
9f racial, religious or political background or belief. If we can solve that problem
internally, then Amnesty International will be a greater organization, and govern-

ments will be under greater pressure to put into practice the ideals which all of
them profess.

The Membership

In response to the growing need for a department within the International
Secretariat to meet the individual needs of the sections and to handle the ser-
vicing of groups and membership, the International Executive Committee
decided in January 1974 to set up the Coordination Unit. The main functions of
the Coordination Unit are to implement the International Council decisions on
development; to strengthen and supervise the work of the groups, coordination
groups and sections; to allocate case sheets; to prepare campaign and other
material in cooperation with the Research Department and the Campaign for the
Abolition of Torture (CAT) so that each section can use it to the maximum
effect: to deal with general inquiries from sections, groups, and individuals; and
to organize the International Council meeting.

The closer contact with the sections has enabled the secretariat to catér more
effectively for the particular needs of each section. The increase in the number of
urgent and other actions has highlighted the need for closer and more regular
contact. All sections are now asked to report regularly on actions they have taken
in response to material supplied by the secretariat.

Records are kept of organizations and individuals with specialized knowledge
or interest so that their support can be enlisted for campaigns where their inter-
vention might be of value.

Major campaigns have been launched tor International Women'’s Year and Holy
Year. A list of 252 women prisoners in 25 countries has been supplied to sections
and interested organizations. There have also been campaigns on behalf of
imprisoned trade unionists and imprisoned journalists and writers.

The opportunity has been taken to increase the exchange of ideas and initia-
tives within the groups and sections by circulating material such as a “human
rights kit” for use in schools and a Handbook for Action Groups both of which
were compiled by a nationalsection. A paper was circulated summarizing the
structure of each of the sections.

The past year has seen a noticeable improvement in the supervision of groups.
Many groups that were not working adequately on behalf of their prisoners have
been closed down and their prisoners reassigned to other groups. A standard group
report form has now been introduced by the majority of sections to ensure that
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the Research Department is kept fully informed of actions taken by the groups
and to enable sections to check that their groups are working as effectively as

possible,

Sections have been encouraged to establish coordination groups (groups of
members within the section who specialize in a particular country or area) to aid
and advise on the work of their adoption groups on behalf of prisoners in one
country or area of the world. There are 78 coordination groups at the present
time,

A major part of the work of the Coordination Unit concerns development. If
Amnesty International is to work for human rights universally and to represent
the force of worldwide public opinion, it must become more culturally diverse,
and it must correct the imbalance in its present membership by growth outside
Europe and North America.

This is also true if Al wishes to act with greater effectiveness in the countries
of the third world. Long-range efforts in human rights education and the devel-
opment of indigenous Al activities are imperative.

Over the past two years Al’s International Council has recognized the
need to foster development in the third world, and a major step in this direction
was proposed in 1972 by the Indian Section. After considerable exploration,
their initiative resulted in the appointment of a member of the International
Secretariat to work in South Asia as a regional field secretary.

The project has already proved valuable in strengthening the work of Al
national sections in the region, in building contacts with other non-governmental
organizations, in publicizing the work of Amnesty International and in exploring
techniques for work and growth.

Following the decisions of the Vienna and Askov International Councils, and
with the helpful financial support of the X-Y Foundation in the Netherlands, a
South Asia Regional Conference was held on 20-23 March 1975 at the Gandhi
Peace Foundation, New Delhi. This was the first meeting of its kind in Al’s
history. It was designed to bring Al members in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan.
Nepal, and Sri Lanka together so that they could discuss common problems and
develop a common strategy for their work.

In response to a proposal by the Japanese Section at the Askov council
meeting, plans are underway to hold an Al Pan-Pacific Conference on Human
Rights in Tokyo in December 1975.

In 1974, a second field secretary was sent out from the international
Secretariat, with generous financial assistance from the Canadian University
Service Overseas, to explore the possibilities for Al growth in a number of Latin
American countries. The field secretary, himself a Latin American, left London
in December after working for several months within the secretariat in prepara-
tion for his mission. The countries chosen were Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador,
Peru, Mexico, Costa Rica and Panama.

He was commissioned to “establish contact on as wide a basis as possible with
individuals, organizations, and other bodies that are likely to be interested in
ATs activities, to explore the various means whereby support can be obtained
from existing organizational structures and assess the contacts established and
advise the International Secretariat on their present value and future potential,
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to assess the best line of development for Amnesty International and its work for
prisoners and to explore the possibility of establishing appropriate forms of
membership”.

The Latin American field secretary has made contact with a large number of
potential members, has held discussions with sympathetic orgfmizatio_ns, and has
approached a number of publishing houses with a view to their handling Spanish-
language editions of Al publications. He has also sought the support of Iuwyersf
members of the medical profession, and military veterans who might take part in
future Al missions. The problems and achievements of the Al national sections
in Mexico and Peru have been discussed with them and suggestions put forward
for reorganization of their future work. .

In an interim report the field secretary has stressed the importance of building
up the number of international members in the third world, this form qf member-
ship being particularly well suited to isolated supporters. At the same time he
warns that as Al becomes better known in Latin America, the flow of informa-
tion to the International Secretariat will increase, and this will inevitably lead to
new and intensified demands on the Research Department.

The European national sections have continued to expand both in groups and
membership, though greater emphasis has been given this past year to the con-
solidation and improvement of existing groups. Several national sections have
concentrated on establishing coordination, action and CAT groups.

The majority of sections have actively responded to requests from Eh.e |
secretariat for urgent actions and in many instances have initiated exhibitions,
demonstrations, and other activities on behalf of prisoners or to promote the
work of Al as a whole. It is not possible to list these in detail in the limited space
available.

The Belgian Section has doubled the number of its groups and members and
the first Flemish-speaking groups have been established. In France, thex:e has been
a rapid increase in groups and several more are in the process of formation. A
number of coordination groups have been formed. The section translates the
Amnesty International Newsletter for the other French-speaking sections and has
helped the secretariat with other translation work and in the coordination of
joint activities. | |

The main efforts of the Austrian Section have been directed towards 'specml
actions and to ensuring that all groups are working as effectively as pog.snbl.e. The
section in the Federal Republic of Germany, while still the largest section in terms
of groups, did not expand as rapidly as in recent years. The §ection has concen-
trated on improving the quality of its groups and membership. {t has received
greater publicity than in the past.

The Italian Section has opened an office in Rome, a branch has been formed in
Milan and membership has grown rapidly. The Luxembourg Section h?ld Probably
the year’s most successful Al fundraising campaign when irt Decem.bt?r it raised 2
million Luxembourg francs, at the same time gaining extenswe_pubhmty anq attract-
ing 200 new members. Switzerland has seen a steady grf)wth in membership and
groups. High priority has been given to the CAT campaign. Many_ new me{nbers
have joined the Netherlands Section and there has been a steady increase in tl}e
number of groups. The section has given much time and thought to the question
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of Al development in the third world.

The Soviet Al group was formally recognized in the autumn of 1974 and was
assigned three prisoners for adoption.

Membership in the Irish Section has increased. Two major fundraising events
were held and considerable publicity surrounded the award of the Nobel Peace
Prize to Sean MacBride, chairman of the section. The British Section, with a new
director and fundraiser, has undertaken numerous new initiatives to promote the
work of Al throughout the country.

In the Nordic countries, the most encouraging development has been the
establishment of a section in Iceland. The section has already received extensive
publicity and the membership is growing rapidly. The sections in Denmark, the
Faroe Islands, Finland and Norway have all shown a gradual increase in member-
ship. They have participated in special campaigns and have made continued
efforts in publicity and fundraising. The Swedish Section has established 2 large
number of new groups and has devoted much time to Al publications.

The Canadian Section has been successful in establishing groups in all but two
provinces. A number of campaigns have been held and support has been given by
the Canadian parliamentary Al group. In the United States individual member-
ship has risen rapidly whilst a number of inactive groups have been closed down.

As already mentioned the two sections in Latin America, Mexico and Peru,
have been visited by the Latin American field secretary. The Mexican Section
particularly has had increasing contacts throughout the year with other sections
and with the International Secretariat. Dirk BGrner, Chairman of the Internation-
al Executive Committee, met with members of the section while in Mexico on 1
private visit. The section was represented at the Askov council meeting.

In Israel the group in Tel Aviv has been revived, and the section was able to
send a representative to the council meeting.

In Asia the main development in the past year has been the field secretary
program and the holding of the South Asia Regional Conference in New Delhi.
The Indian Section, while acting as host for the field secretary and for the
conference, has also concentrated on promoting the Campaign for the Prisoners

of the Month and has compiled a handbook to explain the different ways in which

members can support the work of Al. The field secretary has visited the sections
in Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. The sections played an active role in the
regional conference and have outlined plans for renewed activity. Representatives
of the section which is in formation in Pakistan attended the regional conference,
and this was followed up in April by a visit from the field secretary.,

The Japanese Section has had good press coverage and many new members
have joined. Preliminary arrangements are going ahead for the Al Pan-Pacific
Conference on Human Rights. The section in the Republic of Korea has contin-
ued to translate and distribute the Newsletrer, including the Campaign for the
Prisoners of the Month, and has been successful in obtaining publicity for its
activities,

The six Al branches in Australia have continued to expand. A meeting was
held in Sydney in January 1975 at which representatives from each of the
branches discussed the possibility of establishing a single Australian Section.
Ratification of the proposed constitution is now under consideration by each of
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the branches. The New Zealand Section has shown some growth in membership
and groups.

Africa has not had the advantage of the Asian and Latin American sections of
increased contact with other branches and representatives of the organization.
There has been no contact over the past year with the sections in Gambia and
Ghana. The Nigerian Section was faced with organizational difficulties but is
attempting to revive its activities and plans to contact professional bodies to
work on behalf of members of their profession imprisoned in other countries.
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Relief

During the past 12 months the administra
needy pri

Al adoption groups and n

To match the growing scale of Al's relief work, new
the flow of relief funds to those who are in need of

the International Secretariat and implemented with

procedures for speeding
them have been evolved at

the cooperation of national

sections and coordination groups. In November 1974, the International

Executive Committee sanctioned t
International Secretariat with the
and deciding on the allocation of
marked for a particular country or project.

Between November 1974 and April 1975, the Relief Committee met nine

times to earmark some £15.000 (US $36,000) worth of ' i
| ' 15, : monies for prisoners of
conscience and their families in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin Ame[;ica. ’

Combined with new procedures for the recording and transmission of relief
payments through the International Secretariat, and a closer supervision of

adoption groups, the committee’s work has marked a

. ganization of an important aspect of Al's
assistance to prisoners of conscience. ’

.Whlle pressure on governments and the psychological support provided to
prisoner and_fanuly by the traditional adoption process remain the principle
weapons wlu_ch Al uses in its fight against political persecution, the concrete
benefit prowd'ed by financial relief is also of the utmost importance. To a family
whose breadwmnel_' who has been unjustly imprisoned, and perhaps detained for a
number of years without trial, the previously simple problems of dealing with
§uch ﬁnancml. necessities as school fees, rents, and travel money become
Insuperable difficulties. It is here that relief assistance, provided either directly by

he establishment of a Relief Committee at the
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Al relief money works every day to alleviate the suffering of some stricken fam-
ily. In one country, the money may provide the transportation fare necessary for
a wife to visit her imprisoned husband in a different city. Elsewhere the funds
might provide subsistence for the family of the prisoner. In addition to helping
the family, the relief funds may assist the prisoner directly, allowing him or her
in some instances to purchase the few small luxuries which prisoners are allowed,
and in some cases providing basic necessities such as blankets and winter clothing
in harsh climates.

Once the often long ordeal of imprisonment or torture is over, Al is ready once
once again with its relief funds to help the prisoner rehabilitate himself and, in
the more tragic cases, to pay for the medical assistance which may be necessary in
order to help a victim recuperate from torture.

In carrying out this humanitarian work, which is governed by the same prin-
ciples of impartiality and political balance that guide the overall work of Al, the
organization relies heavily on the generosity of its national sections, and on
individual donors who feel that they would like to do something useful and
direct to assist persons who are imprisoned in violation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The scores of letters received at the International
Secretariat from grateful prisoners and their families attest to the importance of
ATl's continuing worldwide relief operation.




Campaign for the Abolition
of Torture

After a year of marked success in generating international publicity and diploma-
tic activity against torture, the Campaign for the Abolition of Torture became
fully integrated during 1974-75 with Amnesty International’s work and organiza-
tional structure. The new CAT Department, in close cooperation with Al nation-
al sections and the other departments of the International Secretariat, shaped a
program that comprises three major fields of activity to combat torture: publi-
city to emphasize this particularly heinous feature of political detention, measures
to improve international law and guidelines for opposing torture, and a series of

projects specially designed to develop and refine the techniques used to militate
against torture.

The Role of Publicity

Publicity of various kinds is Amnesty International’s principal method of
exerting pressure against the policy or practice of torture. The first task during
1974-75 for the new CAT Department was to shape the campaign for immedi-
ate intervention to help at least some of the countless victims of torture. A
system of “‘urgent action campaigns’ was developed, whereby in a very short
time hundreds of telegrams and express letters could be sent on behalf of victims
or potential victims of torture. Al national sections, which are instrumental in
this system, continue to respond with great enthusiasm, and the larger sections
now have special CAT groups or coordinators that execute urgent action camp-
aigns whenever a situation requires an immediate response.

As the frequency of urgent campaigns increased (averaging more than one a
week through May 1975), it became necessary to streamline the procedures, en-
large the participation of AI’s membership and inform outside groups of the
campaigns. Appeals thus brought a more broadly-based response: not only from
Al's membership but also from such groups and individuals as the doctors from
many countries who acted for a colleague in Iran, international writers’ organiza-
tions for the South Korean poet Kim Chi-ha, parliamentarians for a former sena-
tor in Chile, and so on.

Although there have also been urgent campaigns for prisoners in Spain, Iran,
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South Korea, Argentina and the USSR, the concentration has been on certajn |
Latin American countries: Chile, relentless since the September 1973 coup in its
systematic use of torture; Uruguay, continuing its suppression of the orgamze:d
labour movement and other political opposition; and Brazil, where th'e hard-line
military establishment opposed cautious attempts towards liberalizatlofl and |
carried out many new arrests throughout 1974 and 1975. These countries receive
much attention for two reasons: first, any new political detainee is in danger
of torture, and second, Al often receives reliable information about arrests there
quickly enough to intervene. | |

By providing a mechanism for rapid international action, the Campaign for the
Abolition of Torture narrows a gap that had previously been open, even though
action taken directly for individuals is necessarily limited to a s:Tnall percentage of
the many possible victims. Furthermore, there are many coun_me-s }where torture
is equally systematic but from which vital information about individual cases
reaches Al far too late—after the worst has already happened.

Nevertheless, wherever rapid action is possible, it is taken, and there have been
some positive results: improved conditions for a prisoner, news of a release, en-
couraging letters from a prisoner’s friends or relatives, or speedy acknowlf:dge-
ment by the authorities that a prisoner is detained or charged (the end of incom-
municado detention often means relative safety from torture). |

In addition to initiating various news releases, the CAT Department has issued
special documents to be used for action by Al national section:s, and ot'h.ers, such
as a booklet in July 1974 on the public floggings of dissidents in Namibia (a
practice stopped by South African court order in Febru?ry 1975),a lettf:r from
a Spanish woman in November 1974 in which she described her torture ina
Madrid prison, and an extensive feature article in February 1975 on arbitrary
arrests and torture in Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina. In May 1975 two ‘furth-
er items were in preparation: a selection from affidavits sworn by Mozambiquan
victims of torture who suffered under Portuguese colonial rule and a paper con-
cerning the torture of women for submission to the World Conference of Inter-
national Women’s Year being held in Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July -1975
under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.

A second, revised edition of the Amnesty International Report on Tarm@
was published in January 1975. The 246-page report includes updated material
on Chile, North Vietnam, Portugal, Greece, Turkey, South Korea, Cyprus and
Saudi Arabia - the latter two in the report for the first time. (See chapter on
Information and Publications.)

Current information regarding incidents and trends of torture as well as news
about Al's activities against torture are provided in the CAT Bulletin, started in

June 1974 and published monthly with the A/ Newsletter. Every issue of the
two-page Bulletin also includes one or more appeals asking individuals to write on

behalf of victims of torture.

Publicity and urgent action campaigns have not been the only forms of direct
response to the continuing flow of allegations of torture from all parts of the
world. Approaches have been made by letters and telegrams to se:veral dozen
governments, often accompanied by publicity in the CA TBullet{H, and some-
times followed up by special action through the Al national sections. There have




20 21

also been several Al missions to countries where torture is practised, including International Law and Its Implementation
Ecuador, Namibia, Spain and South Korea. These missions gathered details con- Of equal importance to publicity is the necessity to improve international law
cerning torture (as well as other violations of human rights), and such informa- ' on hurnﬁn rights and its implementation, in order to strengthen the safeguards
tion was given publicity by the CAT Department. Detailed information about 5 against torture at all levels. In connection with this function of the campaign,
these missions can be found in the appropriate country sections of this annual the highl_ig]lt of 1974-75 was the unopposed adoption by the United Nations
report. General Assembly on 6 November 1974 of Resolution 3218 (XXIX) on “torture
Some of the most publicized allegations of ill-treatment and torture during ' and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in relation to
1974 arose out of the October 1973 war in the Middle East. Reciprocal claims detention and imprisonment“.
were fnade about torture of prisoners of war. especially after the repatriation of | By a vote of 125-0 (Zaire abstaining) the General Assembly not only reaffirm-
Israeli and Syrian prisoners of war in June 1974. Under its mandate to combat | ed the rejection of any form of torture, which it had expressed in its earlier
all kinds of torture, including that committed against prisoners of war, the CAT Resolution 3059 (XXVIID of 2 November 1973, but also took a significant step
Depfirtment organized a mission of investigation. Permission to conduct the in- ' forward in moving the question of torture from the realm of non-committal
vestigation was granted by the governments of both Israel and Syria, and the - denunciation-accomplished by the 1973 resolution—into the stage of specific
three-man commission, composed of a Norwegian, Asbjprn Eide, director of | action by the UN and its agencies. For, in addition to placing the question of
the Oslo Peace Research Institute, Swedish lawyer Peter Nobel and Dutch phy- | torture as a separate item on the agenda of the 1975 (30th) session of the
sician Kees van Vuuren, met with full cooperation from the authorities dur ing General Assembly, the 1974 resolution also specifically referred a number of
their two-week visit to Israel and Syria in October 1974. : major issues regarding torture to the Fifth United Nations Congress on the
The commission interviewed 25 Israeli and 21 Syrian former prisoners of war, jf Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, which will be held from
as well as three Syrian civilians who had allegedly been kidnapped by withdraw- -" | - 12 September 1975 in Toronto, Canada.
5 Israeli forces in the summer of 1974, The 34-page report of the mission, pub- | l_iy virtue of Resolution 3218, this congress, which meets every five years, is
lished in ‘iﬁpr il 1975, summarized statements made by six Israeli and six Syrian : requested to give urgent attention a) to the question of the development of an
f‘-"f mer prisoners of war, with a medical conclusion on each. It said that although international code of ethics for the police and related law enforcement agencies
it was impossible to establish absolute proof a year after the alleged abuses, the and b) to the strengthening of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treat-
consistency of many of the testimonies and the fact that in certain cases they ' ment of Prisoners with a view to protection against torture. Furthermore, the

appear to be corroborated by the findings of the medical examination leave i World Health Organization and UNESCO are asked to prepare, in consultation
little doubt that abusgs were committed by both parties concerned, albeit that f“ with such professional bodies as the World Medical Associatic_m, draft
those perpetrated against the former Israeli prisoners of war held in Syria appear principles of medical ethics for the treatment of persons subjected to any

generally to have been of a4 more severe nature. form of detention or imprisonment, and to submit these to the Toronto

The report stressed that its principal purpose was to seek remedies for the i congress, On these and other matters, the congress will have to report
apparent shortcomings of international humanitarian law as embodied in the back to the 30th session of the General Assembly.
1949 Geneva Conventions. It concluded accordingly with a series of recommend- Although the congress is not an international legislative body, it does
ations to the two governments that they take steps to secure the full implemen- have the status to recommend important measures to the UN and its
tation of the Third Geneva Convention concerning the treatment of prisoners of agencies, and more important, to have its recommendations adopted. Thus,
war. The report further urged the Diplomatic Conference i Geneva on the : e f‘;rstj congress (Geneva, 1955) recommended the adoption of the Stan-
Reatfirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable . dard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners by the UN as a
in Armed Conflicts to strengthen methods of international control and Super- ] guideline for all member states and for incorporation into nationai law.
vision in such situations. f A contributing factor to this positive development on the inter-govern-
The report also pointed out that, although permission and cooperation were ] mental level was a resolution on the subject of torture passed by the UN
requested prior to the October visit, Al was not given an opportunity properly Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
to investigate allegations of ill-treatment and torture of civilian prisoners detain- Minorities  at its 27th session in August 1974. In its Resolution 7
ed in both countries. In sending the report to both governments, Al Secretary (XXVII) this sub-commission of the UN Human Rights Commission laid
General Martin Ennals expressed the hope that they would enable Al to investi- ; down a number of judicial principles that are of vital importance with
gate questions relating to civilian prisoners in their respective countries in the a view to preventing or diminishing the occurrence of torture, and |
near future, “noting....that all available information suggests that in several countries

No response had been received by the end of June 1975 from either govern- ; there may be a consistent pattern of such violations™ (i.e. tqrture), it
ment to this renewed request. decided “to review annually developments in the field and for this purpose to

. - "
retain the item on its agenda’.
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There can be little doubt that, after Al’s initiative in 1973, its continuing
efforts have played a role in these developments. After having prepared a new
draft for a UN General Assembly Resolution in May 1974, which already con-
tained some of the main features of the eventual Resolution 3218, approaches
were made to a large number of governments to propose or sponsor this proposal.
An Al submission to the sub-commission’s August 1974 session stressed the need
for more effective action and machinery to combat torture on the inter-govern-
mental level. The submission made various suggestions towards that end.

Al's preparation during 1974-75 for the Toronto congress and for the sub-
sequent General Assembly session was extensive, and it will send its own rep-
resentatives to Toronto. In addition, Al will hold two seminars during the first
week of the congress. These will tocus on various aspects of the problem of
torture and on the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and
their implementation.

Hopes for a fresh, positive impact are based in the first place on Al's official
submission to the congress. This 16-page document, presented also in French
and Spanish, contains a series of eight proposals categorized under two main
headings: matters arising out of Resolution 3218, and strengthening of the
Standard Minimum Rules. Those of the first category deal particularly with
the problem of torture. They include a proposal that the congress recommend
to the General Assembly that it declare torture to be a crime under international
law, and that it authorize an appropriate body to create a draft convention on
the supression of torture and the protection of all prisoners. Other
proposals present minimum requirements for international codes of ethics for
police and for medical personnel.

The congress is also asked to stipulate that the Standard Minimum Rules apply
to all detainees, whether or not they have yet been charged with an offence, thus
bringing prisoners from their first moment of detention and throughout all
interrogation under the protection of the rules. Al national sections and CAT
coordinators were asked to seek support for these proposals from their countries’
governmental delegates to the congress and from individual expert participants.
From the Inlernational Secretariat the Al proposals were sent directly to a large
number of governments and their UN representatives, requesting further support.

In an additional effort to strengthen the Al proposals to the congress, Al
convened a seminar of senior police officers and representatives of police unions
from most Western European countries to discuss the development of an inter-
national code of police ethics. This seminar, which took place in June 1975 in
The Hague, was organized in conjunction with the Al Dutch section and with the
financial support of the Dutch government and police unions. The Al police
seminar provided fresh input into the ongoing discussions on a European code of
police ethics within the framework of the Council of Europe, in which Al has
taken an active role. The discussions were initiated by the Council’s Consultative
Assembly in 1974.

In another Council of Europe development, a motion by a number of
European parliamentarians in September 1974 expressed their deep concern
about the worldwide practice of torture, making specific mention of AI's work
against torture and recommending certain safeguards in connection with extra-
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dition or expulsion to countries that practise or tolerate torture. Al is closely
involved in the resulting deliberations in the council’s Legal Affairs Committee.

Besides inter-governmental organizations, mention should also be made of
non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) that have followed Al’s lead or
taken new initiatives against torture. The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
at its 61st conference (Tokyo, October 1974) adopted a strong resolution
against torture which included amendments recommended by Al. The
resolution called on governments and parliamentarians all over the world to
take appropriate action against torture and pointed out preventive and
protective measures. Following the IPU conference, at which members of the
Japanese Section represented Al, the CAT Department issued guidelines to
national sections to consult and cooperate with parliamentarians in their
countries towards effective implementation of the resolution. This was in the
light of the resolution’s specific reference to human rights organizations like Al
In its urging of governments *“‘to encourage and support by positive action those
bodies which endeavour to draw the attention of the world public opinion to
the dangers of torture and the means of combatting it”.

The World Medical Association, at its assembly in Tokyo in October 1975,
will consider a formal declaration containing ethical guidelines, based in part
on Al recommendations, that forbid participation by medical personnel in
interrogation of prisoners or in torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. This particular development may also contribute to
the discussions at the Toronto congress on the subject of medical ethics in
relation to torture.

These and other instances attest to the belief held by Al that inter-governmen-

tal and non-governmental organizations can help formulate and implement im-
proved international laws and guidelines to prevent torture.

Other CAT Action

The Cff\T Department initiated or coordinated various special projects during
| '97'4-75 in an effort to improve the methods used by Al to act on behalf of
victims of torture. Two deserve special mention: a seminar with victims of

torture from Greece and Portugal and a group of related medical research projects
in Denmark.

With. the coup in Portugal in April and the resignation of the military junta in
Greece in July, the year 1974 saw the end of two dictatorial regimes that had
adopted the deliberate and systematic use of torture as a method of government.

Tl}ese changes of regime gave Al a unique opportunity to bring together former
prisoners and victims of torture from the two countries to discuss the effective-

ness of Al's past work there, as well as to draw general lessons from these two
distinct situations that could improve Al’s techniques elsewhere.

A three-day “workshop on human rights” was held in London late in 1974 and
one fact became clear from the beginning of the discussions: while recognizing
the limitations of international pressure against governments that condone or
encourage torture, the participants were convinced of its very positive value.
They urged Al and other international organizations to continue and increase

such pressure, and to do so as persistently as possible during the entire period of

.,
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detention. Some of them cited their personal experiences of having had torture
prevented or shortened by the intervention of colleagues abroad, thus under-
lining the importance of professional organizations in attempts to stop torture.
The results of the workshop were published in a 15-page report that reviews
the patterns of torture over the years in the two countries, the involvement of
doctors in torture, some evidence of the international training of torturers, and

the role of individuals and groups abroad in helping to stop or to decrease the
severity of torture.

vhe many conclusions and recommendations of the workshop, as given in the
report, deal mainly with the following topics: publicity and ways to increase
its effectiveness; the need to take urgent action on likely cases of torture as soon
as iews of an arrest has reached the outside world; the need to press consistently
for detainees to be permitted access to a lawyer immediately after arrest, this
being the period when torture usually takes place; missions by legal experts to
observe trials and to report to the outside world; action by professional
organizations, trade unions, religious bodies, etc., on behalf of colieagues who
are, or are in danger of, being tortured; communications between Al and groups
within a country that may be able to provide information about torture: and
support for treatment and rehabilitation of torture victims.

Another effort to improve Al’s techniques was initiated by a group of
Danish Al doctors and scientists who wish to develop effective methods for
on-the-spot-medical investigation of allegations of torture. Medical evidence of
this kind could be invaluable in mobilizing international public opinion.

Because no scientific work has been done on the subject, the doctors and
scientists began research in 1974 along three lines: the formulation of a check-
list for the medical examination of victims of torture, tests to detect forced
medication and tests to detect electrical torture. The checklist for medical
examinations will assist in the standardization of investigations, thus allowing
results from different investigations made by medical personnel from different
countries to be comparable. A standard questionnaire, as well as a standard
protocol for physical examination, have already been prepared. The tests to
detect forced medication will allow for the length of time in which drugs can be
detected in the blood and urine after administration.

Because electrical torture has become more and more frequently used, tests
to verify its use should prove very valuable. The research is being carried forward
in the fields of pathology, dermatology, and neurophysiology, focusing on the

duration of application, voltage, localization and the rate and extent of tissue
regeneration,

* *

It 1s appropriate to conclude this account by paying tribute to the Al national
sections and CAT groups. They have played and continue to play an indispen-
sable role, not only by safeguarding the campaign’s existence in financial terms
and by providing the framework for efficient urgent campaigns on behalf of
individual victims, but also by initiating a variety of imaginative actions at the
national level. It is clear from the example cited of the medical research started

in Denmark that some of these have a considerable potential impact on the inter-
national campaign.
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A further initiative was taken to strengthen the campaign at the national level
when Al’s British Section raised with the British Government, members of
parliament and the national media the question of the training currently being
given to selected British servicemen in resistance to interrogation and torture.
The techniques involved in this training include hooding, wall-standing, restrict-
ed diet, sleep deprivation and the use of noise-making machines - the very tech-
niques that the British government in 1972 forbade the military using in
Northern Ireland.

Al national sections and CAT groups have become increasingly active in carry-
ing forward all facets of the campaign, including widespread publicity, special
programs of research, representations to embassies and foreign ministries on be-
half of victims and the education of their own parliamentarians about the need
for national and international laws against torture.
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“Amnesty International has proof that there is a world trade in sophisticated instruments
ot torture.

“It's the best product on the market, Mr President. We've heard nothing but moans about it.”

From Politiken, Copenhagen, Denmark. Reprinted by permission of the cartoonist Bo Bojesen.




Capital Punishment

Amnesty International and 25 other non-governmental organizations signed a

resqlution d'uring the past year calling on all governments to cease employing
capital punishment and on the United Nations General Assembly to promulgate a

declaration that would urge its total worldwide abolition. The resolution has been
submitted to the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

the Treatment of Offenders, taking place in Toronto, Canada, in September 1975.

The text of the resolution reads:

THE UNDERSIGNED INTERNATIONAL

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
CONCERNED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS

Affirming their unswerving commitment to the protection
of the right to life of every human being,

Re-iterating their total opposition to any form of cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,

Considering that the death penalty is in violation of both
the above principles,

1. Call on all governments that retain capital punishment
to cease employing it;

2. Call on the General Assembly of the United Nations to
promulgate a declaration that would urge its total worldwide
abolition:

3. Call on all non-governmental organizations concerned

with human rights to make every effort at the national and

international level to secure the abolition of capital punish-
ment.

Amnesty International

Arab Lawyers Union

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the
World Council of Churches

Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)

International Association of Democratic Lawyers

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

International Council of Jewish Women

International Council of Social Democratic Women

International Council of Women

International Federation of Free Journalists

International Federation of Human Rights

International Federation of Women Lawyers

International League for the Rights of Man

International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and
Peoples

International Peace Bureau

International Social Service

International Youth and Student Movement for the United
Nations

Pax Romana

Womens International League for Peace and Freedom

Womens International Zionist Organization

World Assembly of Youth

World Confederation ot Labour

World Federation of United Nations Associations

World Jewish Congress

World Muslim Congress

World Student Christian Fedcration

Meanwhile, at its S8th session, held April-May 1975 in New York, the UN
Economic and Social Council reaffirmed its earlier position on the “desirability”
of abolishing the death penalty.

On 23 April 1975 the 27th session of the Consultative Assembly of the
Council of Europe overwhelmingly rejected a request by its Legal Aftairs
Committee that the question of capital punishment be dropped from the
committee’s agenda. The committee’s request had been made on 23 January 1975
and was challenged the same day in an Amnesty International news release
expressing Al's ““dismay” and describing Secretary General Martin Ennals as
“surprised and disappointed that a motion which ultimately affects the lives and
human rights of people in all member countries of the Council of Europe should
have been dropped so casually™.

The motion in question, drafted in consultation with Al, had been submitted
to the assembly by 11 European parliamentarians in May 1973. 1t calls upon
“those members of the Council of Europe that retain capital punishment for
certain crimes to abolish it as a legal sanction”. National sections took action to
persuade parliamentarians from their countries to vote in the assembly to retain
the item on its agenda.

A recent report prepared by the UN shows that, over the past few years, states
have ignored the official position of the General Assembly: namely, that it is
desirable to abolish the death penalty in all countries, that it should not be
introduced for crimes to which it does not already apply, that the crimes to which
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it applies should be progressively reduced and that it should only be employed
for the gravest of crimes.

Of the countries reporting to the UN on changes since 1969, only one has
abolished the penalty for ordinary crimes. One renewed its suspension of the
penalty for most crimes until 1977, while another confirmed its abolition after 2
trial period of suspension. One country abolished the penalty for all crimes,
including military crimes, making it only the 10th country to do so. Meanwhile
two countries have expanded the list of crimes for which death is prescribed.

Even more disturbing departures from international standards have included
the denial of the right to appeal against conviction or sentence for a capitally
punishable offence, the denial of the right to petition for clemency after sentence
of death and pronouncement of death sentence on persons under 18 years of age
at the time the crime was committed. There has also been 2 resurgence of the use
of the penalty for economic crimes.

In addition, there has been a sharp increase in what might be termed unofficial
executions, whereby certain extra-governmental forces, unhampered by the
properly constituted authorities, are permitted to murder persons considered to
be criminals or political undesirables. Similarly, there have been reports of
persons killed while allegedly trying to escape from custody, before or after trial.
in circumstances giving strong reason to doubt the official explanation.

Although the present international climate may appear generally untavourable,

Al is determined to continue its grim task of seeking to prevent executions and to
protest their imposition.

Relations with other
Organizations

Much of Amnesty International’s work on the international governmental and
non-governmental organizational level has concentrated on maintaining the
momentum of the Campaign for the Abolition of Torture (CAT). Accordingly,
the major initiatives undertaken at the United Nations General Assembly and
with regard to the forthcoming Fifth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders are described in the chap-
ter of this report dealing with the campaign, as are parallel initiatives within the
framework of the Council of Europe. Details of other wotk follow.

United Nations

At the 31st session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, held in Geneva,
3 February—-7 March 1975, Al was represented by its permanent representatives,
Henry Jacoby and Freydoun Kadjar, and by Professor Frank C. Newman of Al’s
United States Section. Portions of the session were also attended by Al Secretary
General Martin Ennals and Legal Adviser Nigel S. Rodley.

Al had previously communicated information alleging consistent patterns of
gross and reliably attested violations of human rights in Brazil, Chile, Indonesia
and Namibia. With regard to Namibia, the Ad Hoc Working Group already in
existence was authorized to continue its work. A similar group was set up to

investigate the situation in Chile with particular reference to torture and cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment.

No announcement was made concerning the outcome of private deliberations
on i number of cases, including Brazil and Indonesia. However, press reports
indicated that the Brazilian authorities may have been requested to supply
further information. The same reports, corroborated by a letter from the
Indonesian Ambassador in London to Amnesty International, suggested that no
action would be taken on Indonesia. Such an omission would be most regret-
table.

Also in private session, the commission requested the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSQC), its parent body with which Al has consultative status, to
take measures that would impose severe restrictions on non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) communicating human rights violations to the UN.
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Fortunately, the ECOSOC meeting of May 1975 confined itself to reminding
NGOQO'’s of the rules already in existence and that non-compliance could lead to
the suspension or termination of consultative status.

In addition to the communications on human rights violations it submitted
to the commission, Al joined other NGOs in written statements calling for an
investigation into the Chilean situation and for recognition of the right to con-
scientious objection. The latter topic, which the previous 30th session of the
commission had deferred to the 31st session for high priority consideration, has
once again been deferred to the 32nd session for high priority treatment.

Meanwhile, Al’s communication concerning the floggings in Namibia was
brought to the attention of the General Assembly’s Committee on Decoloniza-
tion and of the members of the Council for Namibia, and it is to be brought
before the Commission’s Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on human rights
violations in southern Africa. The floggings have now ceased. In addition, on
1|8 July 1974, Malcolm Smart of the International Secretariat’s Africa

Department testified before the Ad Hoc Working Group on human rights viola-
tions throughout southern Africa.

UNESCO

In May 1975, the Executive Board of UNESCO approved the application of
Al to be granted Category B consultative status with the organization. Al
previously had Category C status, called *“mutual information relationship”. The
new relationship will permit much greater involvement by Al in UNESCO’s pro-
gram.

During the year Al had been in correspondence with UNESCO regarding
violations of educational rights in Uruguay and in the context of general coop-

eration on the question of torture, with special reference to the development of
codes of professional ethics.

Council of Europe

Al was represented at various meeting of the Council of Europe, with which
it has consultative status, by IEC member Eric Baker, Secretary General Martin

Ennals, Legal Adviser Nigel S.Rodley, CAT coordinator Dick Oosting, and
Roland Fischer, its official representative. The principal area of concern remained

the question of torture and the elaboration of a European Code of Police Ethics.
The work on police ethics, in which concerned NGOs are playing an important
role, is continuing. Other work on a Council of Europe approach to torture is
described in the chapter on CAT.

Al has manifested its concern that plans to merge the Legal Directorate and
the Human Rights Directorate of the Council of Europe’s secretariat should not
be implemented, as this might be interpreted as a downgrading of the council’s
work on human rights. The section of the report dealing with capital punishment
covers developments in the field at the council. It was confirmed that the council’s
Committee of Ministers had agreed to put the question of conscientious objection
on its short- and medium-term work program on human rights for the council.
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Organization of American States

‘Al sent further material to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
of the OAS, with which Al has *‘cooperative relations’’, concerning its case
regarding deaths and disappearances in Guatemala. ~

[t has also submitted information to the commission on prisoners of con-
science in Haiti, pointing to the rarity of prisoners being brought to trial and the
absence of fair trial procedures when trials take place. The submission requests

the commission to use its good offices to secure the fair trial or release of the
listed prisoners.

Organization of African Unity

Deputy Secretary General Hans Ehrenstrale and Deputy Head of Research
John Humphreys attended the Sixth Ordinary Session of the Coordination
Committee of the Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees
(BPEAR) on which Al has observer status. The session took place in Addis
Ababa from 3--7 February 1975 and provided the occasion for several useful
meetings with senior officials of the OAU and other African organizations which
could pave the way for increased cooperation on human rights issues in Africa
in the future. At its April 1975 meeting, the International Executive Committee
agreed that Al should increase its grant to BPEAR for use for legal aid to
detained African refugees.

Non-Governmental Organizations

Amnesty International has attended numerous meetings of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in New York, Geneva and Strasbourg. Representation is
carried out by its permanent representatives in those cities, but Al's Secretary
General and Legal Adviser have also participated on occasion. In addition, there
has been important liaison with Paris-based NGOs under the supervision of
International Executive Committee member Marie-José Protais.

More than 20 broadly representative NGOs have signed the Amnesty Inter-
national resolution against torture which will be circulated to those attending
Al's seminars at the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders being held in Toronto, Canada, in September
1975. A similar number have signed the Al resolution on capital punishment
which will be circulated to the congress.

At the September 1974 International Council in Denmark, a special meeting
was held of NGO representatives who were attending the council as observers.
All participants feit that the meeting, which discussed methods of increased col-
laboration, specifically on prisoner-oriented work, was useful and should be

repeated. The participating NGOs also played an important role in the meeting
on the Campaign for the Abolition of Torture.

Since then, several organizations have passed resolutions pledging their
commitment to work for the abolition of torture, sometimes explicitly referring
to collaboration with the Amnesty International campaign, as did the Third

European Justice and Peace Conference. It is relevant here to mention that the

What this will mean in practice remains to be seen. United Nations Liaison Officer with Non-Governmental Organizations, Curtis
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Roosevelt, asked the Al secretariat to arrange for a meeting in December 1974
at the secretariat of all London-based voluntary organizations.

Amnesty International has itself attended various meetings of other NGOs.
These included the Second World Conference on Religion and Peace (1974) held
in Louvain, Belgium; the 10th Congress of the International Association of
Democratic Lawyers (1975) in Algiers, as well as the International Seminar of
Lawyers on Vietnam (1975) held in Paris by the same organization; the Enlarged
Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Continuing Liaison Council of the
World Congress of Peace Forces (1974) in Moscow; the 24th General Assembly
of the International Press Institute (1975) in Zurich, Switzerland; the 1975
Conterence of the International Confederation for Disarmament and Peace in
Canterbury, England; and the 12th Congress of the Union of Arab Lawyers
(1974) in Baghdad.

In addition, Secretary General Martin Ennals was a principal participant in the
World Council of Churches Consultation on Human Rights and Christian Respon-
sibility held 21 -26 October 1974 in St Polten, Austria. Especially close coopera-
tion continues to exist with the International Commission of Jurists, particularly
with respect to the planning and execution of certain missions.

As a member of Sub-Committee on Racism and Decolonization of the Special
NGO Committee on Human Rights (Geneva), Al was involved in convening the
major International NGO Conference against Apartheid and Colonialism in
Africa, held 2-5 September 1974 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. Al was
represented at the conference by Clara Olsen, former researcher on southern
Africa and now member of the staff of the UN Commissioner for Namibia (Sean
MacBride), and by Freydoun Kadjar of the Swiss Section.

Special mention should be made of the second session of the Diplomatic
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitari-

an Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts which was convened in Geneva, February -

April 1975, by the Swiss Government in collaboration with the International
Committee of the Red Cross. In addition to continuing its work at the conference
through the Non-Governmental Organization Working Group on Humanitarian
L.aw, Al representative Henry Jacoby, who was an observer at the conference,
delivered on 2 April 1975 a formal statement by Amnesty International, drawing
the attention of the assembled governments in the conference’s first committee
to the recommendations made to the conference in the Al report of its mission
to investigate conflicting allegations of torture in the Middle East. Of particular
importance was the recommendation that the conference make provision for an

automatic system of independent international investigation into allegations of
infringements of the Geneva Convention from any source. This matter will be
taken up again by the conference when it reconvenes next year.

Information and Publications

Three new titles were added to Amnesty International’s publications list in 1974-
75. In September 1974, to coincide with the first anniversary of the coup that
overthrew the government of Salvador Allende in Chile, Al published Chile: an
Amnesty International Report in both English and Spanish. This is an 80-page
stndy of the political imprisonment, executions, disappearances, systematic use
of torture and abuse of legal procedures by the new military regime.

In April 1975 Al published the 34-page Report of an Amnesty International
Mission to Israel and the Syrian Arab Republic to Investigate Allegations of Il
Treatment and Torture (see chapter on the Campaign for the Abolition of
Torture).

In May 19735, Al published a 168-page book comprising the English transla-
tions of numbers 28-31 of A Chronicle of Current Events, the samizdat journal
of the Soviet movement for the defence of human rights in the USSR. The
decision to resume publication of the Chronicle—~Al published numbers 16
through 27 in English before the journal was temporarily suppressed by the
KGB—was taken by the International Council at its meeting in Denmark in Sep-
tember 1974 after the new numbers had appeared in Moscow. The book, which
covers the period October 1972 to May 1974, records the arrests, searches,
detentions, trials, deaths and confinement in labour camps and sometimes
psychiatric hospitals of intellectual, religious and national dissenters in the
USSR.

[n addition to the new titles, a revised edition of the Amnesty International
Report on Torture was published in January 1975, This second edition—the first
was published in December 1973 and sold out completely within a year—was
updated to include new material on torture. During the year of this annual
report, translations of the book appeared in the Netherlands, France, J apan,
Portugal and ltaly, and Greek and German translations are in preparation. An
American edition was also published.

Sales of all Amnesty International reports increased markedly in 1974-75.
Indonesia Special, Report on Allegations of Torture in Brazil and the Report of
an Inquiry into Allegations of 1ll-Treatment in Northern Ireland have all sold out
completely, the latter two only shortly after a new reprint. This reflects efforts
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- made by the Information and Publications

n m nf Department to develop better channels of
international distribution of Al reports. The

w m cooperation of national sections in opening

such channels in their own country is vital to
Soarnal of the Human Rights Movemeat inthe USSR {1118 NEW program.
Another innovation during the year arose
from the IEC-authorized purchase of an IBM
Numbers 28-31 Composer for typesetting. The Spanish
edition of the Chile Report, the new edition
of A Chronicle of Current Events and this
Annual Report were all typeset, designed and
layed out inside the International Secretariat
by department staff.
Efforts were made to increase the general
information outflow from the International
Secretariat. In addition to the 50 news
Amnesty Inferustional Publications releases and a number of feature articles
produced during the year, individual lists of
trade unionists, journalists and women in prison were published and circulated
throughout the world. There was also an increasing interest shown in the special
Spanish-language bulletin produced for distribution in Latin America and Spain.
For economic reasons, however, publication of the bulletin was cut back from
monthly to once every two months.

After a proposal by Sean MacBride that Amnesty International SpONsor a
multilingual international magazine devoted entirely to human rights, the
International Council authorized the International Executive Committee to
examine the proposal and also Al’s entire public information policy. The [EC
established a special committee of international publishing experts for this pur-
pose, and the committee’s report will be submitted to the meeting of the council
in St Gallen, Switzerland, in September 1975.

Multilingualism in Al’s information and publications outflow was taken a step
further with an IEC decision in principle to establish a translation and printing
operation in Paris to produce more material in French.

The department also produced the printed Workshop on Human Rights:
Report and Recommendation, the results of the workshop held in London
29 November-1 December 1974 by the Campaign for the Abolition of Torture
(see chapter on CAT). A new, illustrated CAT leaflet, a new general Al leaflet and
a leatlet explaining AI's position on violence were also produced. In addition, the
department produced booklets in English, French and Spanish containing Al’s
proposals to the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

the Treatment of Offenders, being held in Toronto, Canada, 1-12 September 1975.
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Prisoners and Human Rights
Country by Country
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Introduction

by Stephanie Grant, Head of Research

This report describes initiatives taken during the past year tor the release or
relief of prisoners in 107 countries. In a few instances the issues were new; in
others—Ethiopia, Portugal or Mozambique—new problems arose in familiar situa-
tions. But in most countries Amnesty International has continued its traditional
patterns of action, aimed at the release of prisoners of conscience, the ameliora-
tion of legal and penal treatment for all political prisoners and the prevention of
torture and capital punishment.

Between June 1974 and May 1975, 2169 cases were written up tor Al groups,
and 1,699 of those already under adoption or investigation were released;
missions were sent to 31 countries; a major report was produced on Chile, and
substantive material published on imprisonment in India (West Bengal) and psy-
chiatric treatment in the Soviet Union. Lists of imprisoned writers, journalists,
trade unionists, lawyers and women have been prepared in response to appropri-
ate international events. Al groups are now working on the cases of 3,650
prisoners, a figure which represents only a nominal increase over the year. This
was caused by the unprecedentedly high rate of release among adopted prisoners.

The reasons for release have been many. In Portugal, South Vietnam and
Greece, tens of thousands of prisoners were freed as the direct consequence of
radical political change. In South Korea a large-scale amnesty followed intensive
international pressure, particularly from the United States. In the Soviet Union,
women prisoners of conscience were released in an amnesty to mark International
Women’s Year. In Chile prisoners could leave their prison and their country on
condition that their air fare was paid. In Bahrein 26 adopted trade unionists were
released by court decision. In Spain, some of the “Carabanchel 10" —also trade
unionists—were released after a successful appeal attended by international
observers. A change of law in the Netherlands regarding conscientious objection
benefitted only one prisoner, but assured future freedom to conscientious
objectors.

Each situation had been a focus of Al activities, but in the majority of cases it
is neither accurate nor responsible to trace any causal connection between Al work
and release. Nonetheless the pages which follow report a number of instances
where adoption, a mission or publicity has been succeeded by the release of a
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prisoner or the improvement in prison conditions. In each situation, the circums-
stances and imperatives are different, and assessment is both a sensitive and
difficult procedure. The Rescarch Department is now attempting to identify the
criteria against which initiatives and organizational techniques can realistically be
assessed.

The increasing extent and complexity of Al work is well illustrated by the
list at the end of this annual report of missions undertaken during the year. It
also demenstrates the operational nature of Al research: most missions originate
with the responsible researcher, who suggests the appropriate nationality and
qualifications for each assignment, writes the brief and may accompany the
delegate. Last year delegates representing 18 nationalities carried Al mandates to
31 countries. Trials were attended, inter alia, in Lesotho, Spain, Morocco, Tunis
Tunisia, Chile, Yugoslavia, Rhodesia, Namibia and Egypt. Substantive legal
inquiries were conducted in Ecuador (into the special tribunals), Northern
Ireland (into the Emergency Provisions Act), Sri Lanka (into the Criminal Justice
Commissions), and in South Korea (into political trial procedures). All the
mission reports made specific recommendations to the governments concerned,
and all extended Al's understanding of the legal mechanisms under which
political prisoners are tried.

Through the Campaign for the Abolition of Torture, Al national sections and
members have acted in response to reports ol torture in many countries, particu-
larly in Latin America. Appeals against sentence of death have been made for
prisoners in, inter alia, Tanzania (Zanzibar), Bulgaria, German Democratic
Republic, Zambia, South Korea, Chile, Ethiopia, Iraq, Iran, Somalia, the United
States of America and several Caribbean countries, and against arbitrary
executions in Equatorial Guinea, Uganda and in many parts of Latin America.

Al has protested in the strongest terms against the death of prisoners of con-
science in the USSR (from medical neglect) and their murder in Iran.

As Al becomes increasingly recognized internationally as the single source of
objective information on political imprisonment, more and more requests for
information are made to the Research Department from outside the Al
organization. These can present a conflict of priorities. In a single week, a
researcher may have to decide whether the preparation of 20 case sheets on
prisoners in the Philippines or South Korea is likely to have more immediate
effect than the dispatch of a detailed brief to a US Congressman visiting Manila
or Seoul to report on human rights violations in the context of continuing
American aid. The two approaches are, at best, complementary, and the Research
Department has discharged its parallel obligations to inform groups and national
sections and to respond to requests for briefs and information from parliamen-
tarians, churchmen and other groups in, for example, Holland, the United States
or Japan. |

The Research Department has been able to meet the needs of the growing Al
organization and also respond to outside demands as a result of a farsighted
International Executive Committee decision (May 1974) to expand the depart-
ment’s staff by 25% and thanks to the financial generosity of national sections.
At the end of 1974, several highly qualified researchers and assistants were
recruited. a number from outside Britain, The 14 present researchers come from
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10 different countries. In April 1975, the International Executive Committee
took a step of considerable significance when it agreed to establish a formal

documentation center to provide a professional information retrieval system for
the International Secretariat.

The increase in staff has also enabled the Research Department to work on
countries which hitherto had been neglected because of the practical difficulties
of obtaining information in tightly controlled societies. Research on Cuba has
been a priority, and the extension of systematic work on eastern Europe has
resulted in two observer missions to Yugoslavia and a legal intervention to avert
a death sentence in Bulgaria. Between June and December 1974, the number of
adopted cases in “socialist” countries rosc by 33%. But, increasingly, the concept of
of political balance is seen in regional rather than global terms. Classic examples
of this are the Syria/Israel report and the mission to North and South Yemen.

Within the last 18 months, the Al organization has firmly established itself
outside Europe. Strong national sections exist in Japan, Australia and the United
States. Field secretaries in South Asia and Latin America have publicized Al work
in countries which detain prisoners of conscience. In the past, pressure on the
International Secretariat to act came largely from individuals in Germany,
Holland or Sweden. Now the appeals may also come from Tokyo or California—
places much closer than London to Taiwan, Mexico and other areas of
imprisonment.

The effect of this development on the Research Departiment has been to
emphasize the paramount importance of maintaining comprehensive and up to
date information on cases and problems which may well fall outside the normal
group work program. In this situation, the quality of research assumes critical
importance in enabling the International Secretariat to decide the correct
response 10 a request for action. When urgent appeals are made for an Al
initiative in response to reported torture or a threatened death sentence, accurate
information is the single guarantee that the decision will rest on the facts of the
situation itself rather than on the immediacy with which the appeal is expressed.
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Africa

Amnesty International worked during 1974-75 for prisoners of conscience in

37 African countries. Due largely to political developments in the continent,
full or partial amnesties were granted in a number of states.

In Rhodesia, following moves for a political settlement between nationalist
groups and the ruling government of Prime Minister lan Smith, approximately 80
long-term detainees were released in the months following December 1974; but,
at the same time, others have been detained.

In Morocco, a rapprochement between King Hassan and the leading opposition
parties created the atmosphere for the release during the last months of 1974 of
more than 70 adopted prisoners who had been held since September 1973.

In Mozambique and Angola, the change of government in Portugal resulted in
the release of prisoners rormerly held under the regime of Dr Marcelo Caetano.

A military coup in Chad freed 172 political prisoners, including Al adoptees,
and in Mali, the government of President Moussa Traoré promised that 1975 would
be a year of national reconciliation marked by the release of political prisoners,
and began to implement this policy with the liberation of 15 detainees in June
1975.

All these developments give cause for hope. However, in many areas of the
continent, there has been a deterioration in the human rights situation in 1974-75.
In spite of the releases in Rhodesia, over 250 prisoners remain in detention with-
out trial. In South Africa, notwithstanding that country’s policy of détente with
independent African states, political leaders of the African population have been
arrested, detained for considerable periods and then brought to trial under the
Terrorism Act.

Under the rule of President Idi Amin, reports continue of massacres, **dis-
appearances” and imprisonment in Uganda. In Ethiopia, the Provisional Military
Administration Council, which assumed power with the overthrow of Emperor
Haile Selassie 1 in September 1974, has imprisoned hundreds of Ethiopians with-
out trial and is trying civilians before special courts martial, administering a severe
penal code promulgated in November of the same year. In Malawi, Tanzania,
Zambia, and Sudan, detention without trial remains a serious problem,.

One disturbing development in Africa during the last 12 months has been the
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increasing use of the death penalty, either after a regular trial or simply by
administrative decision. In November 1974, 59 members and alleged supporters
of the former Selassie government in Ethiopia were executed summarily.
Dahomey sentenced seven people to death in March 1975. September 1974 saw
the beginning of a treason trial in Sierra Leone which culminated two months
fater in death sentences on 15 individuals. January 1975 was marked by the
execution in Somalia of 10 men who had allegedly opposed a decree by the
Supreme Revolutionary Council granting equal rights to Somali women. In
Rhodesia, the Smith government announced during April 1975 that it would

no longer publicize the fact that it was executing African nationalists after secret
trials.

Amnesty International has applied a variety of techniques to meet this
growing challenge. Work has gone forward in the Research Department on the
production of individual case sheets and the writing of background papers.
During the 12 month period of this annual report, Al missions to Africa
averaged one per month, and included the sending of delegates to observe
military trials in Ethiopia, missions to investigate floggings in Namibia, observer
missions to Tunisia, the Ivory Coast, and Lesotho, and several other such major
initiatives.

In addition, Al launched several worldwide campaigns for general amnesties
in a number of African states. The most important series of such campaigns took
place between November 1974 and March 1975 and covered the five French-
speaking West African states of Mali, Chad, Gabon, Cameroun and Ivory Coast.
Al groups have been working for some time on adoption and investigation cases
in all five of these countries. A similar campaign on Morocco took place during
the early months of 1975, It was designed to coincide with the demand by
Moroccan opposition parties for a general amnesty for political prisoners.

In addition to these general campaigns, Al reacted with immediate appeals
for clemency when death sentences were passed anywhere in the continent. On
the question of torture, the Research Department has worked closely with the
Campaign for the Abolition of Torture to investigate and act upon allegations of
torture emanating from Tunisia, Morocco and Zambia. |

As for material assistance, the Africa department is responsible for dispensing
approximately 60% of all relief monies passing through the International
Secretariat, distributing them to the families of prisoners of conscience in
numerous African countries,

Above all, the International Secretariat has relied for the effectiveness of its
work on Africa on the enthusiasm, diligence and generosity of Al adoption
groups and coordination groups throughout the world. Thanks to the enthusiasm
of these groups, Amnesty International has been able to help more than 1,000
prisoners of conscience on the African continent during the past year.

The Africa department is currently handling 862 adoption and investigation
cases.

Algeria
Amnesty International groups continued their efforts to procure the release of
former Algerian President Ahmed Ben Bella, who has becn in prison and under
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restriction since his government was overthrown by a coup d'état in June 1965.

Al was also concerned at the introduction of the death sentence in February

1975 to punish drug smuggling **of such a nature as to undermine the moral
health of the Algerian people™.

Angola

Following the overthrow of the Cactano regime in Portugal in April 1974, the
new Portuguese government began independence talks with the leaders of
the three recognized liberation movements. These talks resulted in an agreement,
signed in January 1975, establishing a provisional government to lead Angola to
full independence on 11 November 1975.

Soon after the Portuguese coup d’état, all Angolan political prisoners were
released. Recognizing their needs, Al has provided financial assistance to a
rehabilitation project. |

Since it took power, divisions within the transitional government, which
includes representatives from the Popular Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA), the National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) and
the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), have led to
violent clashes between supporters of the three movements. Censorship of the

press has been re-imposed and a number of individuals have been deported and
imprisoned in Portugal.

Botswana

Amnesty International has been particularly concerned throughout the year
about the situation of South African and Rhodesian refugees in Botswana. Their
number increased during the last months of 1974 when, following the arrest of
many officials of the South AfricanStudents’ Organizationand the Black Peoples’
Convention in South Africa, approximately 35 young supporters of those
organizations took refuge in Botswana. The International Secretariat has been in
contact with the Botswana government and the United Nations High Commiss-
ioner for Refugees regarding the status and security against repatriation atforded
to this latest group of refugees, some of whom were formerly detained or banned
in South Africa. Al is presently considering a scheme for the provision of relief
assistance.

The vulnerability of refugees in Botswana was vividly demonstrated during
1974. In October, Ethan Dube, an official of the Zimbabwe African Peoples’
Union (ZAPU) and a Rhodesian national, was forcibly abduc.ed from
Francistown. Reports suggest that Mr Dube was kidnapped by members of the

Rhodesian security forces although the Rhodesian government has denied any in-
volvement in the aftair.

Burundi

During 1974, Amnesty International adoption groups continued to work
actively on the cases of six prisoners convicted of political offences at a major
trial in July 1971. One of these adoptees, Ernest Basita, was placed on the Al
greetings card campaign in December 1974. The following month a number of
Al groups and members who sent cards to Mr Basita received replies from him
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in which he reported that he and his companions had been set at liberty towards

43
In January 1975 Chad was the subject of a world-wide postcard campaign

the end of December. The Research Department is still seeking definite proof
that all the adopted Burundi prisoners have now been released.

Meanwhile, in a disturbing new development, Burundi introduced the death

organized by Al, which appealed to President Tombalbaye to release the
hundreds of untried detainees reportedly held in poor conditions in prisons in the
capital, N’'Djamena, and the urban centers of Moundou and Doba.

sentence for cannibalism in January 1975, replacing a law under which cannibal-
Istic practices were punishable by a maximum term of 3 years’ imprisonment.

Cameroun

While Amnesty International groups continued to work on seven investigation
cases and two adoptions in Cameroun during the year 1974-75, a major attempt
was made during December 1974 to encourage the granting of a general amnesty
for convicted political prisoners and untried detainees in the country. Al hoped
that such an amnesty would, if granted, cover a number of categories of prison-
ers, including the 74 alleged members and supporters of the banned Union des
Populations du Cameroun (UPC), who received prison sentences ranging from S
years to life at an important political trial which culminated in January 1971.

In a letter to President Ahmadou Ahidjo, supported by postcard appeals from
Al members throughout the world, Secretary General Martin Ennals called for an
amnesty for the convicted UPC prisoners and for untried political prisoners held
at “a‘lministrative internment camps” at Tcholliré, Yoko, Yaoundé, Douala,
Maroua and elsewhere. The appeal for an amnesty received some support in the
Camerounian press, and in May 1975, news reached the Research Department
that up to 50 prisoners had been freed in an amnesty, including Monsignor

Ndongmo, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Nkongsamba, who had been sentenced
to life imprisonment in 1971.

Central African Republic

Following the arrest in January 1974 of the Secretary General of the Union
Générale des Travailleurs Centrafricains Jean-Richard Sandos and his deputy
J.B. Malikanga, Amnesty International groups adopted both men. Mr Sandos was

released in August 1974 but subsequently re-arrested in January 1975. Group
work continues on both the cases.

Chad

Amnesty International group work on 38 adoption cases, mostly persons
arrested between July 1972 and March 1973 and held without charge or trial,
continued during 1974-75. In August 1974, 106 prisoners were released in an
amnesty announced by President N’garta Tombalbaye, Among those freed were
three Al adoption cases, one of whom had been the subject of a postcard cam-
paign in November 1973.

In spite of this amnesty, the human rights situation in Chad continued to
deteriorate throughout the last months of 1974. In September reports began
reaching the outside world that Chadians of all walks of life were being forced by
the government to undergo the Yondo initiation rites of President Tombalbaye’s
ethnic group, the Sara. Although Chad embassy officials in France denied it,

reports stated that as many as 50 Chadian Christians may have died during the
rites.

February <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>