COVMMANDER HARRY BHELDON ATHERTON, BU

Harey Sheldon Atherton was born in New York, New York, on Decem-
ber 31, 1909, son of Mr. and Mrs, Harry H. (Lucile Blake) Atherton.
He attended Central High School in Springfield, Massachusetts, and
Golumbian Preparatory, Washington, D.C., and pefore entering the U.S5.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, in 1929 he was enllsted in the
U.S, Naval Reserve as Secaman, seoond class, the year May 1928-July
1929. Upon graduating in 12395, e was commissioned Ensign in the
Naval Reserve, reentering thé U.S. Navy in that rank in July, 1934,
He was transferred to the Supply Corps of the Navy in May, 1938, and
by subsequent promotions attained the rank of Commander as of Jan-

wary. 1, 1944,

~ ¥hen detached from the Naval Academy in 1935, he joined the
Merchant Marine, a liecensed Second Mate, whlle making & five-month
f pound the world crulge., From January %o July, 1934, he was employed
ag an Engineer in the Assessor's Office in Springfleld, Massachusetts,

Tn July, 1934 he Joined the USS LEXINGION on the West Coast,
‘and was under ingtruction in all departments of that aircraft carrier
and from April, 1936 to February, 1937 was in charge of "B'" Enginecer-
ing Division (175 men, 16 boilers, 2 evaporaters, all fuel and water
tanks). Trangferring to the USS NEW YORK for duty during passage %o
the Fast Coast, he was then ordered to the Naval Finance and Supply
8chool, Philadelphia, Pa., for duty under instruction the year May
1937..1038, and upon completion of the course was ordered to the
Aslatic Fleet. He joined the USS. TULSA as Supply Officer of that
gunboat which- was agsigned independent duty in South China coastal
waters, serving the two years August 1938-1940,

_Returning to the West Goast in October, 1940, he reported in
the Navy Yard, Mare Island, Callfornla, for duty as Assistant to the
Supply Cfflocer, Tneoming Stores Group. When detached in September,
1942, ho had orders to the cruicer BIRMINGHAM commilssioning detall
and ag Supply Officer on board after her commissioning. ©She Joined
the Atlantic Fleet in Europocan waters, He then served as Asslstant
to the Gunnery Officer for the After Main Battery (6-inch), indepen-~
dently directing the fire in the Sicllian campalgn and later in the
Pacific in actions including the Wake and Tarawa gtrikes; the first
Battle of the Philippine Sea; all Marianas engagements (Saipan, Guam,
ond Tinian)y and the alr action off Bougainville.

Dotached from the BIRMINGHAM in August, 1944, he roturned to the
United States, and the following October reported in the Naval Supply .
Depot, Ban Pedro, California, for duty as Supply Officer in Charge,
Tnooming Stores, Service, and as Fxecuslive Officer, serving there two
yoars, "For oubptandieg performance’ hc was awgrded by the Scorctary’
of tho Navy tho Letter of Commendation with Ribbon, for the poriod
November 6. 1944 to August 3L, .1940. Tho oltotion states in parts
W . ., Dischwpgipg the varied and complég dd8ies of his agsignment
with exceptional administratlve ability and resourcofyl 1nitlatlvo,
Gonmandor gthorton-coordinatod tho many sections of his divlsion into
a highly efficlent, smoothly operating unlt, placing gpceclal cmphasis
on the rapid, accurato handling of all public vouchers, corrcspondence . .
and procurement papers, and the timely Al sposition of supplics. He :
_was also responsible for effecting improvements in the civlilian
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t_pergonnel admimistration and for invaluable asslstance in the
solution of numerous supply problems confronting the Depot. .« o
(He) contributed materially to the success of the Naval Supply Depot
in meetlng the urgent demands of the Fleet and Advanced Bases 1n the -
Pacific theater for materials vital to the prosecution of the war
e . G

Assipned as Supply Member of the U.S8. Naval Mission to Brazil,
he gervod from January, 1947 to June, 1949 in Rio-de Janelro, The
two years July, 1949-1951, he served as Supply and Fiseal Officer of
the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut. He then became Aggist-
ant District Supply Officer, 14th Naval District, at Pearl Harbor,

T.H., hls current assignment.

Commander Atherton has, 1n addition to the Commendatlon Rlbbon,
the China Service Medal; Anerican Defense Service Medal; Furopean-
African-Middle Eastern Campalgn Medal with bronze cengagement star;
American Campaign Medal; Asintic-Pacific Campalgn Medal with three
gtars; and World War II.Victory Medal, The Government of Brazll has
tendered to him the Medallle do Merito Naval, degrece of Commander,

o be approved by Congress.
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