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Morton Lyndholm Deyo was born in Poughkeevcie, New York, on
July 1, 1887. He was appointed to the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapo-
lis, Maryland, from New York in 1907. Graduated in June 1911, he
began the service at sea, then required by law, and was commlesioned
Ensign on March 7, 1912, when the law was changed. He subsequently
progressed in rank to that of Rear Admiral, to date from May 13,
1942, and on August 1, 1949 when he was trarnsferred to the Retired
List of the Navy, he was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral on .. .

the basis of combat aitations,

After graduation in 1911, he served concecutively until June
1916, in the USS VIRGINIA, USS DUNCAN, USS WASHINGTON, and the USS
JENKINS, After assisting in the fitting out of the USS ALLEN, he
joined that destroyer at her commisszioning, January 24, 1917, and
was on board when she served with the Destroyer Force based on
Queenstown, Ireland, during World War.I. Detached from the USS3
ALLEN in May 1917, he had duty until December of that year in con-
nection with training crews for destroyers at Boston, Massachusetts,
after which he reported for duty in the USS NORTHERN PACIFIC, en-
gaged in transporting troops from Europe to the United States.

: In March 1919 he was transferred to the USS PRETORIA, and in
July 1919 assumed command of the USS MORRIS, serving in that com-
mand the following year. He then served as Aide to the Commandant
First Naval District, Boston, Massachusetts, from July 1920 until
June 1921, when he was assigned duty as Alde on the staff of Admiral
Samuel S. Robinson, USN, Military Governor of Santo Domingo. He
assisted in fitting out the USS DETROIT, but was detached upon her
commisgioning, July 31, 1923, and agaln reported for duty as Alde
and Flag Lileutenant on the staff of Admiral Robinson, then Commander
Battle Fleet, USS CALIFORNIA flagehip,continuing duty from October
1925 when Admiral Robinson became Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet,
his fleg in the USS SEATTLE,

a In July 1926 he returned to the Naval Academy, where he served
a8 an Instructor in the Department of Seamanship and Flight Tactice
during the academic year 1926-1927, and in the Ixecutive Department
for the two succeeding years. He commanded the USS SLOAT from June
1929 until June 1930, and for two years thereafter, wac In command

of the USS UPSHUR.

: After completing the Senior Course at the Naval War College,
Newpo?t, Rhode Island, in 1933, he served on the staff of that col-
lege, - ntil December 1934, when he joined the USS MILWAUKEE as
Executive Officer, From October 1936 until January 1939 he was
Operations Officer on the staff of Commander in Chief, Asiatic
Fleet, (Admiral H, E, Yarnell, USN),

After his return to the Unlted States, he assumed duty, re-
porting in April 1939 as Agsistant Hydrographer, Navy Department,
Washington, D, C. He served in that assignment until February 1940
when he was designated Aide to the Secretary of the Navy, the Honor-
able Charles Edison. In July 1940 the Honorable Frank Knox became
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Secretary of the Navy, and he continued as Aide until April 1941,
when he agsumed command of Destroyer Squadron 11, In September
1941 he commandedthe first American escort to accompany an Allied
eonvoy to Iceland.

In February 1942 he was ordered to the Navy Yard, Philadelphia,
to fit out the USS MONTICELLO, and commanded that auxillary trans-
port from her commissioning date, April 16, until June 1942, 1In
July he assumed command of the USS INDIANAPOLIS. Under his command -
that cruiser engaged in pa*%rol work in the Aleutians, bombarding
Kiska in August 1942, and participating in the covering operations
for the Adak occupation force; and operated in the Bering Sea until
mid-October., BShe steamed Into Pearl Harbor in November that year,
and he was detached on December 2, 1942,

He waes next assigned command of Destroyers, Atlantic Fleet,
and for the next forty-one months had a succession of commands in
the Atlantic and Mediterranean, the last of which was a Task Force
in the invasion of Normandy and southern France in the summer of
1944, During his service in the Atlantic, he flew his flag aboard
the deetroyer tender DENEBOIA in 1943 as Commander of Destrogere,
Atlantic Fleet, in the aircraft carrier RANGER until June 1944
and thereafter 1n the TUSCALOOSA,

After commanding the Fire Support Group for the assault on
Normandy, Vice Admiral Deyo, in command of a larger Task Force,
executed a large-scale bombardment of Cherbourg in coordination
with the assault of that key city by the Seventh Corps, U. 3, Army,
Two hours after this bombardment, which was conducted under very
heavy oppoeition from the German shore batteries,the Seventh Corps
entered the city., In the assault upon the south coast of France,
he commanded one of the two U, S, Bombardment Groups. He was award-
ed the Legion of Merit, and a Gold Star in lieu of the second Leginn
of Merit with the citations in part, following:

Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as
Commander of the Gunfire Support Group of Assault Force 'U' during
the amphibious invasion of the enemy German held coast of Normandy,
commencing June 6, 1944, After careful planning, Rear Admiral Deyo
gkillfully directed his forces during the assault period of the in-
vasion and, by the effective fire supprt of his various units, con-
tributed to the successful landings by the First United States Army
on the beaches in the Madeleine area, On June 25, in the face of
determined hostile opposition, the warships under his command, blast-
ed the enemy strong points in the vicinity of Cherbourg, effectively
supporting the advance of our army on this vitel port. Rear Admiral
Deyo's brilliant leadership and indomitable ccurzge were important
factors in the success of the Allied invasion c¢f this strategic

area,"



-~
P

-
-

Vv, Adm, M. L. Deyo, USN, Ret, Page 3

Gold Star in lieu of a Second Legion of Mcrit: "For exception-
ally meritorious...services to the Government of the United States
as Commander of a Support Group of the Westerr Naval Task Force
during the amphibious invasion of Southern Frznce in August 1944,
Demonstrating the highest qualities of professional gkill and
ieadership, Rear Admiral Deyo rendered conspicuous service in pro-
viding effective support fire by shore bombardment for the right
flank assault landings of elemente of the United States Seventh
Army. In well coordinated action with aircraft of the Mediterran- -
eéan Allied Air Force and British and French bombardment unite, he
gkillfully directed accurate and destructive fire against beach
defenses, shore installations and other strong points, contributing
in large measure to the rapid eastward advance of our ground forces
which resulted in the early occupation of German-held ports, denying
thelr use to the enemy for possible seaward evacuation,.."

On September 16, 1944 he returned to the United States, leav-
ing his flagship, the TUSCALOOSA at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.
Later that month he reported to the Commander in Chief, Pacific
Pleet, and was assigned duty in November of that year as Commander,
Cruiser Division 13, USS SANTA FE, flagchip. In thls capacity he
participated in the strikes on Luzon and Formosa, the Leyte campaign,
t?e first etrikes on Tokyo and bombardment of Iwo Jima.,

From March to May 1945 he commandcd thec gunfire and covering
force during the amphibious aszault on Okinawa Gunto. Vice Admiral
Deyo continued to direct his units, first in the USS TENNESSEE and
later in the USS BIRMINGHAM. He was awarded the Distinguished
Service : Medal "Wor exceptionally meritorious sgervice to the Govern-
ment of the United States in a duty of great recponsibility as Com-
mander of the Gunfire and Covering Force during the amphibious as-
gault against Japanese-held Okinawa Gunto and the subsequent con-
quest of this strategzic enemy island, from March 24 to May 4, 1945
«+¢" The citation continues:

"The Forcc under Rear ‘Admiral Deyo's command delivered effec-
tive bombardment to cover the succeseful amphibious landing execut-
ed by our troops and subsequently providing gunfire support of the
land campaign, at the same time fighting fiercely against repeated
attacks by aircraft and suilcide surface craft. Although his flag-
ship was hit by an enemy suicide plane during one action, Rear Ad-
miral Deyo synchronized the units of hils force to destroy enemy
un emplacements and strongpoints, disperse troop concentrations,
arasg hostile counterattacks and =upport attacks by our troops,
Continuing these operations without interruption, the Gunfire and
Covering Force under his direction destroyeed a number of Japanese
planes and frustrated all attempts launched by the enemy to attack
our transports with suicide boats..."

Following the capitulation of the Japanese in August 1945, and
the formel signing of the surrender terms by Japan in September 1945,
Vice Admiral Feyo, still in the USS SANTA FE, directed the landing
of occupation troops (Fifth Amphibious Corps, U, S. Marines) in all
of Kyushu and Western Honshu. He arrived at the Japanese Naval
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Base of Sasebo, on the west coast of Kyushu, c¢n September 19, 1945,
aboard the destroyer RALPH TALBOT, and made prciiminary arrange-
ments with Japanese authorities for the landings, inspecting 574
Naval unite as part of the program of demobilizing what then re-
mained of the Japanese Fleet, He then commanded the Northern Japan
Force in Northern Honshu and Hokkaido, in charge of demilitarizing
that area in ~ooperation with the U. S, Army Ninth Corps.

Detached from command of gruiser Division 13 on November 25, .
1945, he returned to the United States, and on January 7, 1946 re-
gorted for temporary duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy
Department, Washington, D, C. On January 15 he was appolinted Senior
Member of a board to study and made recommendatiomes on the Naval
ﬂraining Centere which should be retained for pecruilt training in
the post-war Navy. In April 1946 he reported for duty as Commandant,
First Naval District, Boston, Massachusetts, and on June 20, 1947
ggsumed additional duty as Commander, Naval Base, Boston, Massachu-
setts, On August 1, 1949 his retirement became effective,

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of
Merit and Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit, Vice Ad-
miral Deyo has the Navy Expeditionary Medal, the Victory Medal,
Destroyer Clasp; Mexican Service Medal; China Service Medal; the
American Defense Service Medal with bronze "A"; European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two operation stars; Asiatic-Pa-
cilfic Campaign Medal with four stars; World War II Victory Medal;
and the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; and the National
Defense Service Medal, He also has the Legion of Honor, Rank of
Qfficer, and the Croix de Guerre with Palm awardel by the French
Government, and the Distlingulshed Service Order with Bar awarded by
the Government of Great Britain.
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