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CAPTAIN CHARLES R, FENTON
JITED STATES NAVY

A Charles Rudolph Fenton was born in Annapolis, Maryland, on
May %, 1907, son of Horace J. and Geneva E. (Kaiser) Fenton He
attended public schools in Annapolis, and entered the U. 3, Naval
Academy as a Midshipman from Maryland, on June 29, 1925, At the
Acadeémy he partlcipated in basketball, swimmlng and tennia. He
wag graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 6, 1929, and throulh
subsequent promotiong attalned the ranP of Captain, to date from

March 30, 1945,

Ramaining at the Naval Academy for two months after gradua~
tion, for duty -wilth %he- Leech . Cup Tennis Team, he was then
agssigned to the USS OKLAHOMA, a unilt of Battleship Division 3,
Battle Fleet, in which he served as communication officer until
Qctober 1930. He had flight training at the Naval Alr Statlon,
Pengacola, Florida, designated Naval Aviator in September 1931,

Jjoined the USS AUGUSTA for duty with that crulser's aviation
unit, Two years later when the AUGUSTA relieved the U3S HOUSTON

ag Flagship of the Asiatic Fleet at Shanghai, China, he reported
aboard the HOUSTON for return to the Uﬂlt@d States, and subse-~

‘guent duty aboard.

The HOUSTON jolned the Fleet 'in 3an Francisco, made the -
gumer cruise arcund to New York, and in the summer of 1934,
made the Presidential Cruise to Honolulu, T, H.,,vwhere he was
detached for a tour of duty as a pilot of Patrcl Squadron ONE,
based at Pearl Harbor., In July .1936 he was ordered to Ban Dlego,
California, where he joined Fighting Squadron ONE based first,
on the USS LANGLEY, later on the USS LEXINGTON, While so assign-
ed, he particlpated in the National Air Races in Los Angeles in
1956 ~recelving a commendatory letter from Commander Alrcrafi,
Battle Force, for excellent flyine.

He was ordered to Norfolk, Virginila, in 1937, when Fighting
Squadron ONE became Fighting Squadron 5, attached to the USS _
ENTERPRIBE, and remained in that assignment until July 1939, He
then served for two years as a flight instructor at the Naval .
Air Statlon, Pensacola, and in July 1941 joined Fighting Squacm
ron %2, as Executive Officer. He later served as Commanding
Offlcer of that squadron, and ag such wae awarded the Alr Medal
and the Navy Cross, with citations following in part:

Alr Medal: "For meritorious achlevement in aerial flight
during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific
War Area from January 31, to March 11, 1942, Completing hig
fifth mission during thls period (hej contributed materially to
the succesgs of his squadron...

Navy Cross: "For extraordinary herolsm and conspicuous
devotlion to duty as Commanding Officer of a Fighting Squadron in
sction against enemy Japanese forces during the periond May 4-8,
1942, Lietutenant Coumander Fenton led his sguadron in ski llfully
maneuvered and timely interference against enemy Japanese alr-
craft attempting to break up attacks on Tulagi by our carrler
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based bombing and torpedo planes on May 4, and on enemy carriers
in the Coral Sea on May 7 and 8...The squadron {under his leader-
ship) shot down a total of twenty-two enemy planes,..{and assis-
ted) in the sinking of one enemy Japanese carrier and the sinkin
or damaging of a second carrier and eight other enenmy vessels, ..’

Returning to the YWest Coast, he orgarized another fighter
gquadron, Vi-11, which he commanded from Its commissioning in
July 1942, until March 1943, Tn April he reported to the Navy'
Departiaent, Washington, D. C., to serve sz Officer in Charze of
the Aviation Section, Base Maintenance Divisicr, O0ffice of the
Chilef of Naval QOperations., He receivad a Letler of Commendation,
with Ribbon, from the Secretary of the Navy for "excellent aser-
vice" 1n that capacity, which states that "he ably organized and
directvad tns assembly and training In the United 3tates of Ad-
vanced Base aviatior anits and their equipmsnt for the establish-
ment of aviation basea in the combat areas...”

From October 1945 until May 1948 he was a member of the
Staff of Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet (Logistics), with
headguarters at Pearl Harbor, 7. H. In June 1948 he assumed com-
mand of the USS GARDINERS BAY (AVP 39), and a year later returned
to the O0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operatilons, this time assign-
ed to the Guided Missiles Division. Detached 1in June 1952, he
was at sea for two years in command, successively, of the U35
PAIAU (CVE 122) and the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45), then again
served in the O0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, as Assist-
ant Director of the Air Warfare Division. )

On February 28, 1957, he was ordered detached for duty as
Commander Naval Alr Bases, PFourteenth Waval Digtrict, Headquar-s
ters at Pearl Harbor, T. H.

Tn addition to the Navy Cross, the Ailr Medal and the Com-
mendation Ribbon, Captain Fenton has the American Defense Service
Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Asiatic-Pacifilec Campaign Meddl; American
Campaign Medal; World War IT Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Ser-
vice Medal (Asia Clasp); China Service Medal {extended); Nation-
al Defense Service Medal; and the Expert Plstol Shot's Medal.
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