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REAR ADMIRAL DEAN L. AXENE, UNTTED STATES NAVY, FBTIRED -

Dean Lane Axene was porn in Kansas (ity, Missouri, on August 1,
1923, son of Oscar F. apd Marlowe (Gross) Avene. He attended Uppel
Arlington High School, Coliumbus, Ohio, before entering the U, 5.
Naval Acadeny, Anmapolis, Marylend, on appointment from hig native
state in 1941 Graduated with the Class of 1945 on June T, 194l (ac-

celerated course dus O World War II), he was commissioned Ensign and
subsequently advanced in rank 1o that of Rear Admiral, to date Trom

July 1, 1970.

Following graduztion fiom the Naval Academy in 19kl he had in-
struction at the Naval Alr stetion, Jacksonvillie, Floyrids, for one
month, then had & morthts further instruction in the USS R-9 and USS
R-18. He reported in September 1ohl for subrarine training at the
Submarine School, New London, Comnecticut, and in Janvary 1945 Joined
a relief crew at Pearl Harbor, and had duty in connection with refit-

ting submarines,

Tn March 1945 he was asslgoed as Guanery Officer on board the
USS PARCHE (S5-384) and was designated a Submariner in Augnst of that
year. While on board ‘that submarine, he participated in two successful

war patrols. "For meritorious service...' in that capacity, he was
awarded the Bronze Star Medsl with Combat "VY and cited in part as
follows: .,.By his keen understanding of fire-conbrol equipment and

by his proficiency in opersting the torpedo data computer, {he) rendered

valugble assistance to his commanding officer in auccessful torpedo ab-

" packs which resulted in the sinking and dameging of approximately 15,000
!

tons of hostile shipping and in evading strong enciy COUITLeTREAsUTEs, o o

 From October 1946 until June 1948, he had postgraduate instructibn -
in Electronic Engineering at the Massachusebts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, from which he received & Bachelor of Seience degree. He gserved
as Blectronics Offdcel; Engineering Officer and Navigstor on board the
USE TIRU (8S-416) during the period July 1948 until June 1950, and the
next month reported as Eledtronics Officer on the staff of Commander Sub-
marine Squadron ONE, He transferred, 1in & similar cepacity, To the Staff
of Commander Submarine Force, U, 8. Pacific Fleet in July 1951 and in '
July 1952 wes aasgigned as ywecwtive Officer on board the USS SEA ROBIN

(85-h09).

He had training at the Westinghouse pBetlis plant, Atomic Energy
Commnission, Pittsburgh, Penneylvania, during Septenber and Qctober
1953, then continued training et the Naval Reactor Testing Station,
Arco, TIdaho, through December that year. Tn January 195k he became
the commissioning Executive officer of the USS NAUTTIIUS (SSN~571) and
sssumed comand of the USS CROAKER {85-246) in Septeniber 1955. He
served as Director of the fuclear Department at the Submarine School,
New London, from Fehruary 1957 wntil April 1959, and as such was in
dipect charge of all fuciear instruction at the School.
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He had instruction ot the Naval Reactors Branch, - Atomic Energy
(omnission, Washington, D. C., from April 1959 until April the fol-
loviing year, when he returned o Bettis Plant for a monthfs additional
training. He reported a5 Prospecltive Commanding Officer of the USH
THRESERR, bullding st the Porbsmouth { Naw Hompshive) Nawval Shipyard,
in June 1960 and ascumed. command of that vessel upon her commission-
ing, August 3, 1661,

Turing February snd March 1963 he sttended the Polaris Command
Course at bhe Naval Guided Misslles School, Dam Neck, Virginis, after
which he had duty as Prospective Commanding Officer of the USS JOHW
0. CALHOUN (SSBN-630), building at the Newport News (virginia) Ship-
puilding and Drydock Jompany . Be assumed command of that vessel and
the Blue (rew upon her commissioning, September 15, 196k,

He was a member of the State Departmant?s Genior Seminar 1in Foreign
policy from July 1966 until June 1967, after which he was assigned €O
the Office of the Chief of Navel Operations, Navy. Department, Washington,
D. ¢., where he served as Head of the rolley Coordination, Diplomatic
(learance and Tnternational Aviation Branch, Politico-Military rolicy
Division unbil June 1969, then as Director of the Parn-Amnerican Affairs,
Hoval Missions and Advisory Group Division. "For exceptionally merito=
rious service in ‘the Office of the Chlef of Waval Operations,.,fram
June 1967...to March 1970..." he was awarded the Legion of Merit.

He reported in April 1970 as Deputy Chief of Gtaff and Assistant
Chief of Staff for Policy, Pians and Operations GO the Supreme Allied
Conmander, Atlentic, with headquerters in Horfolk, Virginia. He was
awarded a (old Star in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit for "...his
contributions to the many important activities of the Allied Command
Atlantic...' In March 1572 he reporbed. as Deputy Chief of Naval Train-
ing and Chief of Staff to the Chief of Naval Training (Changed o Naval
EdueatiOﬁ,anﬁ.Training in dugust l973}# with headguarters at the Naval
Air Station, pensacola, Florids, with addivional duty from January to
September 1973 as Depuly Director of  Naval Bducatlon and Training in
the Office of the Chief of Waval OperatiOﬁso' vpor exceptionally meri=
torious conduct...from March 1972 to June 19T¥°..“he was averded a Gold

atar in lieu of the Third Legion of Merit.

. on July 1, 1974 he was transferred Lo the Retived List of the U. S.
Navy. ( '

Tn addition to the Legion of Merit with two. Gold Stars, the Bronze
Star Medal with Combat nyt - Reay Admiral Axene has the American Defense
gervice Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatie-Pacific Gampaign Medal;
World War 11 Victory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal with
pronze star, Be also has the Great Star of Military Merit swarded by

the Chilean governmant,
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