VICE ADMIRAL RALPH SMITH RIGG ﬁg : J
UNITED S3TATES NAVY, XRETIRED 1y 4

Ralph Smith Aiggs was bern in Parls, Texas, on June 20, 18358, a
gon of JOprh Newton Riggs and Mrs, (ﬂlnnle Little) Riggs. He entered
the United 3tates Haval Academy, Annapolis, Haryland from the 13th
Congreseiﬁnal Dlatrict of Texas 1n 1814, 1rqﬁuaqﬂd oy June 28, 1917
wlth ths Class ¢f 1918, he was comrlsaioned un51gn. and attaln ed the
rank of Rear Admiral on December 12, 1944, to date from Junc 16, 1943,
Upon transferring to the Retired List of the Navy on august 1, l“b1
he was gdvanced to Vice Admiral on the basgls of combat awards.

agsigned to the USS MINNEAPOLIS when detached from the Javal Ac-
gdemy in June, 1217, he Joined that crulser when she was commiszsioned
on July 3, and served aboard until April, 1818. 4&fter tbmpor LPY COlim
secut¢vu duty at the Recelving Ship, NHew York, New York, in the U3S
DANTE ALIGHIZERI, and later in the USS MANLEY, one of *hﬂ destraycrs
based on Queenstown, Ireland, in September, 1918 he reported for ine
struation preliminary to command of Bagle Boats at Neow Lordon, Sonneg—
ticut, He fitted out and assumed GOtﬂand of USS EAGLE #2 when placed
1n commisslion on Hovember 8, serving in that command antil Mareh, 1919,

He JDlnGd the USS UTAH in Cuban waters on March 29, 1919, and when
dotaﬂbud in Soptember, 1223 ko was orderced to thoe Burcaun of Naviga tion,
hawy Eepuftmtﬂ t, Washington, I. C, From July, 19206 until H&y 192
Ne gserved as Alde and Flag Lleutenant consccutively om ths staffls of
CommanqL;, Light Crulser Divislons, Scocuting Flest, Division Inruc
and later Division Twe, which included ascrvice wl th tnﬁ Yangtze Pau ol
df the Asilatlc Flecot, aboard the USS RICHMOND, flagehip.

After instruction at the Naval War Colicege, Newport, Fhnode Island,
from July, 19229 until May, 1230, ho served until July, 1931 in the
Bydrographic Office, Navy Doparsment. - For onc year hvptﬁmbﬁf, 1231 to
Gctober, 1832, he was alde and Flag Licutonant on the staff oﬁ Comman—
dor, Battleship Division Cne, Battlh Foree, USS TiXab, flagghip. Join-
irg the U3S ZsNE, ke scrved until ap“ll 1933 when he assumed conumand
af that destroyer. In June, 1834 he was relieved of that command %o
return to the Bureau of Navigatlon, for duty in the Discipline Division
{Officers), until March, 1836, 4Again ordered to sea, Lie wae Navigator:
of the batileshlp WEST VIRGINIA untll June, 1838. He then assumcd comi-
mand of ths UBSS ARCTIC, attached to the Train, Base Force, a%t 8San Dicgo,
California,

Duty as aide to the Asslatant Scerctary of the Navy (successively
uhe Honcrable Charles Ldison, Lewis Compton, uno_halph Bard), from Junw
1932 until October, 1541, preceded duty in command of Destrover Divislon
Two, Puolfic Fleet, aboard the UES AYLWIN, unt%tll August, 1Qﬁ~. He was
then transferred to command of Dostroyer Squaarun Fourteen, Awsrded
the Bronze Star Medal and the Navy Cross Tor servicee which extonded to
March, 1943, the citations in part follow:

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorlous achicvement while serving as
Commandcer ol a Unitgd dtates Navy Destroyer Divislon during actien
agalnst enemy Japancsa forceg off ougalnvilie on Febhruary 20, in the

Battle of the Coral Sea from May 4 to &, and the Battle of Midway from
Junc 4 to 8, 1942, Whon Japancee alreraft viciously attacked hils group,
and two of the planes attempted sulcilde dives, (he) skilifully maneu-
verad his flagship c¢losc aboard the carsler, thereby cnabling his ships!
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‘devastating gunfire to blast both plancs into the sea. With the enemy
attempting to land on our carriers during a night cngagement in the
Battlc of the Coral Seca, his dlvision again sent up a relentless
barragc to beat back the attackérs . . « Later, he conduected effective
gereening operations for our carricr task force at Midway., . .U

Navy Cross: "For extraordlnafy herolsm and outstanding achievement
aboard the USS BAILEY while serving as Commander Dest;oyer Squadron
FOURTEEN during action . . off ths Komandorski Islands on March 26,
1943, ZFngarged in a ficrce running battle for three hours and a half
wlth an enemy force twice the strength of his own, (he) . . . manue~
vered his destroyers so skilllfully that he undoubtedly saved a heavy
cruiserr of the task group, which was ln geriocus difficulfty and necded
time for repairs. . . Scoring one torpedo hit and inflicting additional
damage on the opposing ships by gunfire, his bold attack was a deciding
factor in turning back the Japanese Torce, therehby thwarting a despcrate
attempt to deliver urgently ncceded supplies to enemy troops in the -
Aleutlan Islands. . "

In July, 1943 he reportcd as Chilef of Staff and Alde to Commander’
Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, He was awarded a Legion of Merit, Yfor
exceptionally meritorious service® in that assignment, July 7, 1943 to
Mareh 12, 1244, Thoe cltation further states: ", , . (Ho) rendered in-
valuable service in welding this command into a superb fighting force
. » » fthereby contributing to the rellability and efrficlency of de-
gtroyers 1n carrying out extensive operations against heavily fortified
Japancse strongholds and to the sustained drive to extend Unitcd Statos
control westward. .

Assumlng command of tho USS SCUTH DAKCTA in March, 1944, hoe served
in the Pacific until November 30, 1244, For that poeoried of scrvice 1in
the Southwest Pacific Theater of War, he was awarded the Gold Star in
licu of a second Laeglon of Merit., The citation statcs in part: "Beldly
penetrating dangerous, restricted waters of the Pacific, (he) waged
furiocus battle agalnst heavily fortified Japanese strongholds, skill-~
fully dirccting devastating bombardments to inflict extensive and
costly damage on the encmy and pave the way for the advance of our
landing forces, . . He effoctively fought off repeated day and night
Japancgse aerial attacks, thereby preventing the enemy from pun@traulng
his force and keeping material damage to Fleet units at a minimum. , "

From November, 1944 until January, 1948 he was Commander, Crulsocr
Division Twelve, He was awarded the Gnld 8tar in liei of a &ceond
~Bronze Star Nedal, and Gold ¥as 3 i%ew &F & third Loglon of Merit;
each with combat distilnguishing device, V. The cifations follow:

Bronze Star Medal: "For heroic achievement . . .. in action against
enemy Japanese forces during the bombardment and cccupation of Mari-
veles Harbor, Southern Bataan and Corregidor, Philippine Islands, from
February 13 to 18, 1945. Opecrating in umine-strewn waters under intcnse
fire from cnemy heavy guns on Corregidor, (he) skillfully placed his
ships and directed their fire in deliverling a devastating counter-fire
whilch silonced many of the hostlile guns and contributed greatly to the
reduction of enemy defcnses at tho entrqncc to Manila Bay. . ," e
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