REAR ADMIRAT, HOWARD A, FLANIGAN, UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED

Howard Adams Flanlgan was born in New York, New York, on January
23, 1889; son of John and Elizabeth (Adams) Flanigan, He attended
Horace Mann School there, before entering the U, 8, Naval Academy,
Amnapolls, Meryland, on appointment from the Fifteenth District of
his native state in 1906, Graduated on June 3, 1910, he served the
two years at sea, as then required by law, before he was commissioned
Ensign, to rank from March T, 1912, He subsequently advanced in rank
to that of Commander, to date from October 1, 1930, On August 1, 1936
he was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 8, Navy, at his own
request. He was promoted on the Retired IList as follows: Captain,
February 25, 1942; Commodore, April 13, 19Uk and Rear Admiral, April

3, 19h5.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1910, he reported
on board the USS CONNECTICUT, and was a member of the landing foree
ashore at Vera Cruz, Mexico In 1glh, In Mey 1914 he was detached from
that battleship for duty in the Uss TRIPPE, From February to April
1917 he was attached to the USS JACOB JONES, after which he served as
Alde and Radic Officer on the Staff of Commander Division THREE, Ate
lantic Fleet, USS RHODE ISLAND, flagship: In August 1917, he trans-
ferred, in a similar capaeity, to the!Staff of Commander Sgusdron ONE,
Atlantic Fleet and the next month joined the Staff of Conmmandey Divi-
sion THREE, Battleship Foree ONE, Atlantic Fleet as Ailde and Division
Radio Officer. Assigned in December 1917 to the Destroyer Forece based
2t Queenstown, Ireland, he had duty until October 1918 in the USS ROWAN,

He was awarded the Navy Cross and ¢lted as follows:

: "For distinguished service.,,as Commanding Officer of the USS
ROWAN, engaged inh the Important, exacting, and hazerdous duty of pat=
rolling the waters infested with enemy submarines and mines, in es-
corting and protecting vitally important convoys of troops and supplies
through these waters and in offensive and defensive action, vigorously
and unremittingly prosecuted against all forms of enemy naval asetivity,"

In November 1918 he reported for duty in econnection with fitting
out the USS HOPEWELL, building at the Newport News (Virginia) ship-
building and Drydock Company, but was detached in January 1919, before
her commissioning. He next served as Drill Officer at the Naval Train-
ing Station, Newport, Rhode Island, and in December 1920 assumed command
of the USS BARNEY, Transferred in DPecember 1921 to the USS BATNBRIDGE,
he commanded that destroyer until June 1922, ‘then reported as Command-

- ing Officer of the USS PAUL JONES. In Jamiary 192k he was assigned to
the USS CHEWINK, training ship at the Submarine Base, New London, Con-
necticut. While there, he had additional duty as Executive Officer of

the Rase.
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From May 1926 until June 1929 he served as Guunery Officer of
the USS ARTZONIA, after which he duty in the Division of Fleet Train-
ing, Navy Departmént, Washington, D, ¢, He remained there until July
1931 and in September that year reported as Aide on the Staff of Ad-
miral Iuke MeNamee, USN, when the latter;, in the rank of Vice Admiral,
had command of Battleships, Battle Force, U, S, Fleet and Battleship
Division FOUR, USS WEST VIRGINIA flagehip. In August 1932, when Ad-
miral McNamee raised his four star flag in the USS CALIFORNIA as Come
mander Battle Forece, U, S, Fleet; he sccompanied him to serve as Force
Gurmery Officer on his staff, He had duty in of the Office of NWaval In-
telligence, Navy Department, during the period June to December 1933, -
then was assigned to the Third Naval District, headquartered in New York,
New York. He served for several days in Mzy 1936 as Executive Officer
of  the USS ARKANSAS, then was detached to return home to await retire-
ment, On August 1, 1936 he was transferred to the Retired List of the.

U. 8. Navy.

After his retirement, he served from 1936 until 1941 as Executive
Vice President of the New York World'fs Pair and during 1941 and 19h2
was Chairman of the Board of Directors of the New Yolk Dock Company.

Reporting for active naval serviee in Masy 1941, he was assigned
to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations; Navy Department and
the next month reported as Assistant Naval Atvtache (title changed
in September 1941 to Special Naval Observer) at the American Embassy,
London, England, Returning to the United States, he had duty during

the period September to November 1942 at Headquarters of the Commander

in Chief, Washington, D, C., then returned to Europe to serve as Opera-
tions and shipping Officer, Assistant and Chief of staff for Operations
and Shipping/beputy Chief of Staff to the Commander in Chief, U, S.
Naval Force, Europe and Commander TWELFTH Fleet. "For exceptionally
meritorious- conduct...{in that capacity), prior to and during the
amphibious invasion of the European Continent in June 19hk,.." he was
awarded the Iegion of Merit., The citation further states in part:

", ..Commodore Flanigan directed the logistic¢ planning and develop=
ment for the Waval Forces engaged in the amphibious assault onh Europe
and under extiemely difficult conditlons, arranged for the expeditious
procurement of personnel, facilities and material necessary to these
vital operstions. By his splendid initiative and unfailing taet, he
skillfully coordinated the various services and agencies involved and
sponsored the closest cooperation bhetween the Army and Navy and all

Allied forces..."

The Goverment of Franee conferred upon him the Croix de Guerre .
with Bronze Star for services during the Normendy Invasion as Deputby
Chief of Staff to Commander U, S, Naval Forces in Europe and Commander
TWELFTH Fleet. He was also awarded the- French Legion of Honor, for
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"exceptional serviees of war rendered in the course of operations
for liberation of France." In addition the Government of Great
Britain made him an Honorary Commender of the Military Division of
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. :

In Decenber 1944 he became Director Naval Transportation Ser-
viee (later redesignated Assistant Chief of Naval Operations for
Transportation) and served in thet capacity umtil again relieved of
active duty, November 1, 1945, He was awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medsl and eited as follows:

"For exceptionally meritorious service..,.as Operations and Ship-
ping Officer, Assistant and Chief of Staff for Operations and Ship-
ping/Deputy Chief of Staff to Commander U, S, Naval Forces in Europe,
from December 1941 to December 19hlt, and as Director Naval Transporta=
tion Service from Janary to August 30, 1945, Rear Admiral Flanigan
contributed to the integration of United States and British antisub-
marine effort for both surface and air forces in Atlantic convoy acti-
vities and was instrumental in achieving efficient distribution and
operations of passenger, cargo and olle-carrying vessels to meet the
war needs of the United Nations., Iater, he exercised overall super-
vision of the control of shipping for the building and support of the
U, S. Army and Navy Forces in Burope, personally directing on the
beaches and in the ports of France those aectivities for which he was
responsible. He developed new procedures in the Naval Transportatilon
Service to expedite the flow of persomnel and material to our Fleet
and Bases upon collapse of the Axis enemies similiarly harndled +the
reverse Tlow. In addition, he iInitiated and carried out comprelensive
studies of the Navy's transportation system, résulting in a cohésive,
unified control of all movement of material and personnel by land,
sea and alr. His performance of his varied duties throughout a
period of almost four years was uniformly characterized by exceptional
Judgment, skill and energy and contributed to the success of the
United States in World war ¥T."

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal,
the Legion of Merit, the French Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star,
the French Legion of Honor, and the Order of the British Empire, Rear
Admiral Flanigan had the Mexican Service Medal; the Vietory Medal
with Destroyer Clasp and Bronze Star (World War I); American Defense
Service Medal with Base Clasp; European-African-Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal; American Campaign Medal; and the World War IT Victory
Medal. -

After being released from active naval serviee, he served as
Chairman of the Board of the Inter-American Shipping Service, Ine.;
Flanigan, Loveland, Inc,, and was President of the Philadelphia Marine
Corporation. He also continued to serve as Chairmesn of the Board of
the New York Dock Company until 1961, when the company was sold and
he retired from business,
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Rear Admiral Flanigen died in Geneva, Switzerland. on March 30,

1967,
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