REAR ADMIRAL FRNEST E, CHRISTENSEN, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

:

Rear Admiral Christensen graduated from the U. S, Naval Academy
on 31 May l93h He completed fllght tralnlng 1n,1937 after . EWo years
of duty on the USS TDAHO. '"'wo tours oo the SARATOGA in flghter and
torpedo squadrons were broken by a two year period on the USS NEVADA,
In 1941, he reported to the Postgraduate School in Annapolis for a
course in ordnance engineering. From January 1943 to May 194k, he
gerved in the Bureau of Ordnance and at the Naval Alreraft Modifi-
cation Unit in Philadelphia. For 15 months during 194k and 1945,
he commanded the seaplane tender REHOBOTH in the Atlanhlc, From Septem-
ber of 1945 to July 1947, duty with pilotless aireraft at Point Magu,
California and command of the Naval Air Stations at Traverse City,

Michigan and MbJave, Callfornla

%

The two follow1ng years were gpent at sea as Executive Officer of
‘the PINE ISIAND, a seaplane tender, and Operations Officer of the
NORTON SOUND, the Navy's first guided.m1551le test ship.: Two more
tours in the Bureau of Ordnance were separated by a tour as a student
at the Naval War Coliege, duty in Quonsei Point, Ehode Tsland; London,
England and a year at the Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia,
In 1957, Admiral Christensen reported to the Stalf of the- CommandeT in
Chief, Pacific Fleet as Fleet Plans Officer, <

Two years on that assigmment were followed by a year as Commanding
Officer of the aircraft.carrier HORNET operating in the Pacific. Wash-
ington duty starting in November of 1960 was on the 3tafi of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff as Chief of the Joint Reconnalssance Group. In March
1962, he was ordered as Commander, Carrler D1v151on EIGHTFEN with the
rank of Rear Admiral, Assigned to the Bureau orf Naval Weapons he served
as Assistant Chief for Fleet Readiness and Training, from July 1963 to
June 1964, then as Assistant Chief for Plans and Programs, Upon the re-
organization of the Navy Department, effectlve May 1, 1966, he became De-
puty Commender for Plans and Programs, and Comptroi]er, Naval Air Systems

Command, Navy Department

“For exceptionally meritorious service From June 1964 to June 1967
as Assistant Chief for Plans and Programs, Bureau of Naval Weapons, and
Deputy Commander for Plans and Programs, and Comptroller, Naval Air
Systems Command..." he was awarded the Legion of Merit, The citatlon
further states in part: "Under Rear Admiral Christensen's expert guidance
and management, support of Naval and Marine aircraft and related weapons
programs has effectively met the challenging demands of operations in

Southeast Asia...”
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In June 1967 he xeportea as Chief of ‘Néval Air Technical Training,
with headquarters at the Naval Air Station, Memphls, Tennesse. He was
awvarded a Gold Star in lleu of the Second Leglon of Merit for "...con-
tinally striving o improve the quality - Of - aviation technieians pro<
vided the fleet in support ‘of its Southéast Asian commluments, waile-
absorbing significant budgetary and perqonnel Teduc+ions..;

in July 1970 he became Aqqﬂutant Deputy Cnief- of Naval Operations
{Development ), Navy Department.‘ Upon reorganization’ of thé:0ffice of
the Chief of Naval Operations in April 1971 -he was’ de41gnated.Deputy
Director of Reuearch, DeveloPment Test and Evaluation. :For!outstand-
ing service ‘in that assignment, he was awarded a:-Gold Ster in lieu of
the Third Legion of Merit and cited in part as follows: - ..;Rear Ad-.
miral Christensen-applied his experience in all aspects ofr naval war-
Tare, together with his technical ebility, to the task of shaping
and directing the Navy's Research snd Development efforts..." On
February 1, 1972 he was transferred to the Retived Llst of the U, S.

Navy.

In addition to the Legion of Merit with two Gold: btars, Admiral
Christensen has the American Defense Service Medaly Furopean-Afchana
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal} American” Campaign MEdal World War- LT
Vietory Medal; China Service Medal (extéhded);- Navy' Cccupation Service,
Medal, Asia Clasp; Natlonal Defense Service Médal with bronze star; , -
and the Armed Forces Expeditlonary Medal (Cuba)

In 1969, he was selected as "Mll:tary Mon of - the Xear,“ by the
Memphis, Tewnessee, Chamber of- Commerce Mllltary Affairs Committee. - _
He was cited for having set up a summer' camp program for underprivileged
children in the Youth Service Program using- facilities at the Mempbis
Naval Air Station, The program has been Iecognlzed namlonally and S

adopted at other military bases.
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