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" Hubert Winthrop Chanleér, son of Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop (Margaret“”g
‘Terpy) Chanler, was born in Munlch, Bavaria,. Germany, September 27,
1800, Prior to entering the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,
‘he attended the Fay School, Southboro, Magsachusetts, St. Paully
School, and Middlesex School, Concord, Masgachusetts, - As a mid-
shipman, he won hig letter in 1920 on the Fencing team, Graduated
and commiséloned Engign in June, 1922, he progressed-in grade to the
rank of Captain to date-fram May 15, 1943. He was transferred to
the Retired List of the Navy on April 1, 1950 in the rank of Rear
Admiral, promoted on the basis of combat citations.

After graduating from the Naval Academy in June, 1922, he served
for two years in the UBJ CONVERSE, with Destroyer Squadrons, Atlantic
Fleet, redesignated Scouting Flest. For three years, Trom 1924 %o
1927, he served in the USS SCORPION, attached to Naval Forces Easgt-
ern Mediterranean, and Jater as Flag Lleutenant to Admiral Mark L,
Bristol, USN, who was then High Commissioner to Turkey, at the

American Embassy, Constantinople.

Returning home in 1927, he was assigned to the Asiatic Fleet,
and served in the USS GUAM, later in the USS PITTSBURGH, with the
Yangtze Patrol, and the South China Patrol, until detached in 1930.
Ordered to the Naval Academy at that time, he served as an Instruc-
tor 1n Languages (French-Italian) for two years. His next assign-—
ment was at sea in the battleship ARKANSAS, of Battleshlp Division 1,
Battle Force, U.S. Fleet, on the West Coast, and after completing
a two year tour early in 1934, he. transferred to the USS KANAWHA
just recommissioned and assigned to the Train, Base Force, at San

Pedro, California, and served one year,

Reporting to the Navy Department, Bureau of Navigation {(now
Burecau of Naval Personnel), he served from the Spring of 1935 to 1937
attached to the Naval Reserve Section, and also had additional duty
a8 Naval Aide to the Whlte House. He was next given command of the
USS SIMPSON, and scrved in that destroyer the years 1938-1932, and
in January, 1940 he transferred to command of the USS OVERTON. After
the period February-November, 1941 as Exccutive Officer of the USS
WHORTOH, he was ordered to the USS MINNEAPOLIS, for duty as First
Lieutenant and Damage Control Officer of that cruiser, and there-
after participated in all the early engagements of the war with Japan
including Bougainville, Lac Salamaua, Batiles of Coral Sea and Mid-
way, flrst and second landings on Guadalcanal, and various engage-
ments in the Solomon Islands. On the night of November 29, 1942,
as flagship of Task Force 87, the MINNEAPOLIS was attempting to ln-
tercept the enemy garrison on Guadalcanal, when she located six
Japanese warships in the ominous darkness, A second group of enemy
ships coming around Cape Esperance joined the battle, and answered
UMITNNIE!SY tenth salvo with a spread of torpedoes, two of which blew
off her bow, Extensive repalrs were undertaken, at Tulagi in the
Pacific, bub after a tortuous four-month trip back to the States, she
finally arrived at Mare Island, California, where final repairs were

effected.

For his services in the action angd afterward, Rear Admiral
~ Chanler was awarded the Silver Star Medal, the citation stating:
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C MRor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity . .« .On the night of
November 30, 1942 When enemy fTorpedo fire caused the momentary
1oas of the forward control of the ship, Commander Chanler imme-
diately took over . « until the bridge was able to regain coptrol.
He rendered further valuable service Dby skillfully. investigating
‘and directing the repair of damaged arcas, chiecking the loss of
“puoyancy to the ship and makkng it possible for her to reach a
place of safety in spite of wldespread and critical damage... oM

‘ When detached from the MINNEAPOLIS, he attended the Naval War

Gollege, Newport, Rhode Island, and upon comploting the command
course, he had orders to duty as Operations Officer-on the stafl
of Commander, Task Force 24, North Atlantic, and reported in Feb-
ruary, 1944, The following Qctober he became Chief of Staff. When
detached from that duty in May, 1945, he returned to shore duty and
served the remainder of the year at Naval Training Statlon, Sampson,

New York.

He was then assigned as Naval Attache and Naval Attachc for Alr,
Rome, Italy, and after three months in the Navy Department, Office
of Naval Intelligence, he reported for that duty in May, 1946 and
remained in Rome until January, 1949, Returning home at that time,
he was named Commanding Officer of the USS HECTOR, -repair ship of
the Service Force, Pacific Fleet, and in April, 1949 he agssumed
command. He had orders in November, 1949 to duty in the First Naval
Digstrict, Boston, Massachusetts, as a member of the Physical Eval-
uation Board, and was so serving when relieved of all active duty

pending hig retirement on April 1, 1950,

Ty addition to the Silver Star Medal, Rear Admiral Chanler
has the American Defense Service Medal with bronze MAl, the Agiatic—
Pacific Campaign Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the European-
African-Middle Eastern Campalgn Medal, and World War II Victory

Medal,
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