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*Source of most Photos:                        *Source of most Photos:                        
U.S. Navy Diving Manual U.S. Navy Diving Manual –– rev 6rev 6

Typical MK 21 Surface-Supplied Dive Team consisting of a Dive 
Supervisor, two Divers, one Stand-by Diver, one Tender per diver, 

Comms/Logistics Person, Consol Operator, and extra pers as req’d.



The Community of Navy DiversThe Community of Navy Divers

�� The community of The community of Navy DiversNavy Divers includes all includes all 

officerofficer and and enlistedenlisted personnel in the personnel in the United United 

States NavyStates Navy who are qualified in underwater who are qualified in underwater 

open or closedopen or closed--circuit breathing apparatus, circuit breathing apparatus, 

surfacesurface--supplied and saturation diving. supplied and saturation diving. 



Navy Diver RatingNavy Diver Rating

�� In 2006, the U.S. Navy In 2006, the U.S. Navy 
established a new Navy Diver established a new Navy Diver 
(ND) (ND) ratingrating, E, E--1 to E1 to E--9, for 9, for 
enlisted personnel. enlisted personnel. 

�� The adjacent table provides a The adjacent table provides a 
listing of the listing of the paygradepaygrade, rating , rating 
designator, and full rating designator, and full rating 
name for enlisted Navy name for enlisted Navy 
Divers:Divers:

�� E1 E1 —— NDSR NDSR —— Navy Diver Navy Diver 
Seaman Recruit Seaman Recruit 

�� E2 E2 —— NDSA NDSA —— Navy Diver Navy Diver 
Seaman Apprentice Seaman Apprentice 

�� E3 E3 —— NDSN NDSN —— Navy Diver Navy Diver 
Seaman Seaman 

�� E4 E4 —— ND3 ND3 —— Navy Diver Third Navy Diver Third 
Class Class 

�� E5 E5 —— ND2 ND2 —— Navy Diver Navy Diver 
Second Class Second Class 

�� E6 E6 —— ND1 ND1 —— Navy Diver First Navy Diver First 
Class Class 

�� E7 E7 —— NDC NDC —— Chief Navy Diver Chief Navy Diver 

�� E8 E8 —— NDCS NDCS —— Senior Chief Senior Chief 
Navy Diver Navy Diver 

�� E9 E9 —— NDCM NDCM —— Master Chief Master Chief 
Navy Diver Navy Diver 



Supervisor of Salvage and DivingSupervisor of Salvage and Diving
(SUPSALV)(SUPSALV)

�� SUPSALVSUPSALV, known in the Fleet as , known in the Fleet as ““00C00C””, is part of , is part of 
the Naval Sea Systems Command and is located in the Naval Sea Systems Command and is located in 
the Washington Navy Yard in D.C.  The OOC Web the Washington Navy Yard in D.C.  The OOC Web 
Site:Site: http://www.supsalv.org/http://www.supsalv.org/

�� Mission:Mission: provide technical, operational, & provide technical, operational, & 
emergency support to the Navy, emergency support to the Navy, DoDDoD, and other , and other 
Federal agencies, in the ocean engineering Federal agencies, in the ocean engineering 
disciplines of marine salvage, diving, dive system disciplines of marine salvage, diving, dive system 
certification, pollution abatement, and certification, pollution abatement, and u/wu/w ship ship 
husbandry. husbandry. 

�� Functional Organization include:Functional Organization include:
�� Salvage Operations Division: handles ship salvage and towing; deSalvage Operations Division: handles ship salvage and towing; deep ep 

ocean search and recovery; and oil spill control and recovery ocean search and recovery; and oil spill control and recovery 
operations. operations. 

�� Diving Program Division: responsible for setting diving policy, Diving Program Division: responsible for setting diving policy, 
approving U.S. Navy Diving Equipment, and acquiring diver lifeapproving U.S. Navy Diving Equipment, and acquiring diver life--
support equip for the Fleet. support equip for the Fleet. 

�� Underwater Ship Husbandry Division (UWSH): develops techniques, Underwater Ship Husbandry Division (UWSH): develops techniques, 
procedures, and equipment to perform ship repairs waterborne procedures, and equipment to perform ship repairs waterborne 



Navy Diving CommunitiesNavy Diving Communities

�� ENLISTED ENLISTED DVsDVs

�� Fleet Divers Fleet Divers 

�� ExplosiceExplosice Ordnance Disposal (EOD)Ordnance Disposal (EOD)

�� Special Warfare (SPEC WAR/SEALS)Special Warfare (SPEC WAR/SEALS)

�� Seabee DiversSeabee Divers

�� Diving Medical Technicians (Diving Medical Technicians (DMTsDMTs))

�� Combat CameraCombat Camera

�� OFFICER OFFICER DVsDVs

�� EDO EDO 

�� EODEOD

�� SPEC WARSPEC WAR

�� CECCEC

�� DMODMO



Fleet Navy Divers / Fleet Navy Divers / EDOsEDOs

�� Principal Principal Mission(sMission(s):  ):  
�� Underwater Ship Husbandry (UWSH) Underwater Ship Husbandry (UWSH) -- the inspection,                  the inspection,                  
maintenance, and repair of Navy hulls and hull           maintenance, and repair of Navy hulls and hull           
appendages so as to avoid dryappendages so as to avoid dry--docking a ship.docking a ship.

�� Salvage & Deep Ocean Recovery Salvage & Deep Ocean Recovery –– capability to                    capability to                    
recover sunken or wrecked naval craft, submersibles,  recover sunken or wrecked naval craft, submersibles,  
downed aircraft, human remains, or critical items of downed aircraft, human remains, or critical items of 
equipment to help determine the cause of a mishap. equipment to help determine the cause of a mishap. 

�� Principal CommandsPrincipal Commands
�� SIMAsSIMAs -- Shore Intermediate Maintenance ActivitiesShore Intermediate Maintenance Activities

�� ShipyardsShipyards

�� MDSU MDSU –– Mobile Diving Salvage Units Mobile Diving Salvage Units 

�� NEDU NEDU –– Navy Experimental Diving UnitNavy Experimental Diving Unit

�� NDSTC NDSTC -- Navy Diving & Salvage Training CenterNavy Diving & Salvage Training Center



Explosive Ordnance Disposal Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD)(EOD)

�� Mission: Mission: 
�� Investigate, render safe, recover or dispose of explosive ordnanInvestigate, render safe, recover or dispose of explosive ordnance ce 
including including improvisedimprovised, , chemicalchemical, , biologicalbiological, and , and nuclearnuclear. . 

�� EOD divers deploy with the various Combatant Commanders, EOD divers deploy with the various Combatant Commanders, Special Special 
Operations ForcesOperations Forces (SOF), and various warfare units within the (SOF), and various warfare units within the NavyNavy, , 
Marine CorpsMarine Corps, and , and ArmyArmy. . 

�� Also support civilian law enforcement agencies and the Also support civilian law enforcement agencies and the Secret ServiceSecret Service..

� Principal Commands
� Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Group One,                    
Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, California, with                
mobile units located in California, Washington and              
Hawaii.

� Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Group Two,                    
Naval Amphibious Base Little Creek, Virginia, with              
mobile units located in Virginia and Italy.



SPEC WARSPEC WAR
�� Mission:Mission:

�� U.S. Navy's U.S. Navy's SEALSEAL Teams, along with Teams, along with Special Warfare CombatantSpecial Warfare Combatant--
craft Crewmencraft Crewmen (SWCC), compose the (SWCC), compose the Special Warfare ForcesSpecial Warfare Forces of the of the 
United States NavyUnited States Navy, who are employed in , who are employed in direct actiondirect action and and special special 
reconnaissancereconnaissance operations. operations. 

�� SEALsSEALs are also capable of undertaking are also capable of undertaking unconventional warfareunconventional warfare, , 
foreign internal defenseforeign internal defense, , hostage rescuehostage rescue, , countercounter--terrorismterrorism, and , and 
other missions.other missions.

�� Principal CommandsPrincipal Commands
�� All Navy All Navy SEALsSEALs graduate from Basic Underwater graduate from Basic Underwater 

Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) school,  located in Coronado, CA.Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) school,  located in Coronado, CA.

� Naval Special Warfare Group One is headquartered at is headquartered at Naval Naval 
Amphibious Base CoronadoAmphibious Base Coronado, CA, whose divers deploy as squadrons , CA, whose divers deploy as squadrons 
from SEAL teams 1. 3. 5 and 7. from SEAL teams 1. 3. 5 and 7. 

� Naval Special Warfare Group Two is hqr’d at the Naval 
Amphibious Base Little Creek, VA, whose divers deploy as whose divers deploy as 
squadrons from SEAL teams 2, 4, 8 and 10.. squadrons from SEAL teams 2, 4, 8 and 10.. 

� Naval Special Warfare Group Three consists of Seal Delivery 
Vehicle Teams (SDVT) 1 and 2 hqr’d in Pearl Harbor and Little 
Creek, respectively.



SEABEE Divers / CECSEABEE Divers / CEC

�� Mission:Mission:
� Provide capability for construction, inspection, repair,        
and maintenance of harbor, waterfront & offshore 
systems                         in support of military operations.

� Also, in time of emergency or disaster, conduct disaster        
control and recovery operations. 

� Principal CommandsPrincipal Commands
�� UCT ONE, Little Creek, VAUCT ONE, Little Creek, VA

�� UCT TWO, Port Hueneme, CA.UCT TWO, Port Hueneme, CA.

�� Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center (NFESC)Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center (NFESC)
�� detachments in Port Hueneme, CA, and                            detachments in Port Hueneme, CA, and                            
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. Washington Navy Yard, D.C. –– officer billets onlyofficer billets only

�� Navy System Commands, e.g., NAVSEA, NAVAIR Navy System Commands, e.g., NAVSEA, NAVAIR 
�� officer billets onlyofficer billets only

�� NEDU/NDSTCNEDU/NDSTC

UCT Video

(https://www.seabee.navy.mil/index.cfm/50063)



DMT / DMO & DMT / DMO & CCDsCCDs

�� Missions:Missions:
�� Diving Medical TechniciansDiving Medical Technicians ((DMTsDMTs) and ) and Diving Medical OfficersDiving Medical Officers ((DMOsDMOs) are ) are 
medical personnel qualified as Navy divers and specially trainedmedical personnel qualified as Navy divers and specially trained in diving in diving 
physiology and medicine. physiology and medicine. 

�� Combat Camera (COMCAM) DiversCombat Camera (COMCAM) Divers are photographerare photographer’’s mates (PH rate) s mates (PH rate) 
trained in diving and underwater photography.trained in diving and underwater photography.

�� Commands:Commands:
�� DMTDMT’’ss and/or and/or DMOsDMOs are attached to most all diving commands. are attached to most all diving commands. 

�� Submarine medical officers are often Navy diverSubmarine medical officers are often Navy diver--qualified and are qualified and are 
therefore also therefore also DMOsDMOs..

�� The U.S. Navy has 2 COMCAM units: Fleet The U.S. Navy has 2 COMCAM units: Fleet Combat Camera AtlanticCombat Camera Atlantic, , 
located in Norfolk, VA; and, Fleet located in Norfolk, VA; and, Fleet Combat CameraCombat Camera Group PacificGroup Pacific, , 
located in San Diego, CA.  COMCAM detachments are assigned to thlocated in San Diego, CA.  COMCAM detachments are assigned to the e 
Naval Expeditionary Combat Command among other commands.Naval Expeditionary Combat Command among other commands.



Diving Methods  and EquipmentDiving Methods  and Equipment

� Diving methods are typically character-
ized by the diving equipment used.

� The following slides picture the 
equipment and  outline the capabilities 
and logistical requirements for the 
various methods.



OpenOpen--CircuitCircuit

SCUBASCUBA



SurfaceSurface--

SuppliedSupplied



Mixed GasMixed Gas

Underwater Breathing 

Apparatus, MK16 Mod 0

Underwater Breathing 

Apparatus, MK16 Mod 0

Underwater Breathing 

Apparatus, MK16 Mod 0



Saturation Saturation 
Dive SystemsDive Systems

SealabSealab IIII
Navy’s 1st Deep Dive System, 

SDSSDS--450450

Personnel Transfer Capsule 

DDS MK 1DDS MK 1

MK 21 MOD 0 Helmet with 
Hot Water Suit, Hot Water 
Shroud, and Come-Home Btl.



�� The Navy also has 4 ADS units as part The Navy also has 4 ADS units as part 
of its Submarine Rescue Diving and of its Submarine Rescue Diving and 
Recompression System. Recompression System. 

�� An ADS is essentially a suit of armor An ADS is essentially a suit of armor 
that can maintain one atmosphere of that can maintain one atmosphere of 
pressure to a depth of 2300 feet.pressure to a depth of 2300 feet.

�� The ADS suit, although cumbersome, The ADS suit, although cumbersome, 
eliminates most of the physiological eliminates most of the physiological 
dangers associated with deep diving; dangers associated with deep diving; 
i.e., there is no need for special gas i.e., there is no need for special gas 
mixtures nor decompression, and no mixtures nor decompression, and no 
danger of danger of decompression sicknessdecompression sickness or or 
nitrogen narcosisnitrogen narcosis.  The diver needn.  The diver needn’’t t 
even know how to swim!even know how to swim!

�� The ADS is designed for deployment The ADS is designed for deployment 
to a rescue site on various military and to a rescue site on various military and 
commercial aircraft. commercial aircraft. 

Atmospheric Dive Systems (ADS) Atmospheric Dive Systems (ADS) 



QUESTIONS? QUESTIONS? 

Use Blackboard ForumUse Blackboard Forum


