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As the year 1974 began SHREVEPORT wlas moored a t  Naval Stat ion, 
Nor fo l  k, V i rg in ia .  She was a t  sea the 10 - 11 January f o r  t r a i n -  
i n g  exercises o f f  the V i rg i n i a  Capes, and from 14 - 17 January 
operations o f f  Onslow Beach, North Carolina. 

On February l s t ,  1974 SHREVEPORT assumed dut ies as Flagship 
f o r  Caribbean Amphibious Ready Group 1-74. On 6 February she was 
underway w i t h  COMPHIBRON TWO f o r  the f i r s t  pa r t  o f  CARG 1-74. 
Dur ing the next  s i x  weeks she par t i c ipa ted  i n  Exercise ESCORT 
TIGER an Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and VERITAS V T I  w i t h  B raz l l  i an  
fo rces  o f f  the I s land  o f  Vieques w i t h  1 i b e r t y  stops a t  S t .  Croix 
and St. Thomas. 

SHREVEPORT returned t o  Norfol k on the 19th o f  March f o r  one 
month o f  maintenance, t r a i n i n g  and recuperation. A month l a t e r  
she deployed again on CARG 3-74. During t h i s  deployment she 
pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  exercise VENUS I11 w i t h  Venezuelan forces o f f  
t h e  I s land  o f  Vieques and dropped the  Marines o f f  f o r  Jungle 
T ra i n i ng  i n  Panama Canal Zone. A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  S t .  Thomas, Santa 
Marta (Colombia) San Juan, and Port  Everglades (Flor ida) the sh ip  
took  pa r t  i n  Exercise SOLID SHIELD before te tu rn ing  t o  Norfo lk on 
t h e  seventh o f  June. 

A f t e r  her r e tu rn  t o  Norfolk, SHREVEPORT prepared f o r  a c ru ise  
w i t h  some 350 Midshipmen from the U. S. Naval Academy. This next  
voyage i n  which she would pa r t i c i pa te  would be the annual Midshipmen 
T ra fn ing  exercise ah1 1 ed NATRONLANT. This c ru ise  i s  designed t o  
g i v e  f u tu re  Academy graduates experfence i n  the fundamentals o f  
s hip-board 1 i fe. With COMPHTBRON STX embarked, SHREVEPORT 1 e f t  
N o r f o l  k on the 24th o f  June i n company w i t h  the  USS PONCE (LPD-15). 
SHREVEPORT and PONCE v i s i t e d  Rotterdam, Holland from 6 t o  10 Ju ly  
and Portsmouth, England from 12 t o  18 3uly. Both the t r a n s i t  t o  
and from Norfolk were busy w i t h  t r a i n i n g  f o r  the Midshipmen as the  
p n r t  stops were f i l l e d  w i t h  l i b e r t y .  SHREVEPORT and PONCE returned 
t o  the Naval S ta t ion  on 28 Ju ly  1974 t o  debark the Midshipmen and 
commence preparations f o r  another cruise, CARG 2-74. 

Ear ly  August saw SHREVEPORT again assume dut ies  as Flagship f o r  
C omnander Amphibious Squadron TWO. I n  company w i t h  AUSTIN, 
H ERMrTAGE and FAIRFAX COUNTY, SHREVEPORT departed f o r  exercises i n  
t h e  Caribbean on August 20th. SHREVEPORT par t i c ipa ted  i n  ESCORT 
T IGER X V T I  and DORIA SALUTE and v i s i t e d  San Juan, S t .  Thomas and 
Roosevel t Roads. SHREVEPORT was tasked by CINCLANT t o  he1 p the 
Coast Guard rescue an ill merchant. s a i l  o r  from the B r i t i s h  tanker 
CAVENDISH. A f t e r  completion o f  t h i s ,  SHREVEPORT continued t o  For t  
L auderdale, F lo r ida  and Norfolk, a r r i v i n g  home October 1 s t ,  1974. 

(ENCLOSURE 1 ) 



October 31st saw SHREVEPORT agafn underway, t h i s  time f o r  
t he 1 as t  ha1 f o f  CARG 2-74. A f t e r  embarking BLT 3/2 i n  Morehead 
C i ty,  North Carol ina, she headed f o r  the Canal Zone f o r  Jungle 
T ra i n i ng  and of f - load ing on the BLT. A f t e r  a f i v e  day v t s i t  t o  
C artegena, Col ombta , SHREVEPORT returned t o  the Canal Zone and 
began backload-ing the BLT. A f t e r  a p o r t  stop f n  Montego Bay, 
Jamatca, SHREVEPORT par t rc fpated f n  exercise JTTNEY LIFT, a 
t e s t  o f  the helo l i f t  capa6 t l i t i e s  o f  an LPD. Thts tncluded 
debarking Marines ashore add evacuatton exercises from the 
6 each whi le  steaming, a t  one po tn t  60 mi les  t o  sea. A f t e r  com- 
p l e t i on  o f  the backload, SHREVEPORT was underway f o r  Morehead 
City, North Carolina. SHREVEPORT and her crew a r r i ved  i n  
Nor fo lk  on the 17th o f  December, and moored a t  South Annex, 
Naval Stat ion.  a f t e r  a f u l l  g8eumfng year - some 220 days 
d epl oyed - SHREVEPORT f i n 1  shed 1974 preparf ng f o r  a January 
rNSURV, tak ing hrror much deserved hol  ?day 1 eave and upkeep and 
l ook ing  ahead t o  y e t  another Cartbbean deployment i n  ear l y  1975. 


