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B [{(NDRFDS OF LIVES ARE LOST
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FORMER QUEEN OF THE SEAS SUNK BY TORPEDO IN “WAR ZONE” | GERMAN'S WARNING AND CUNARD REPLY  ||G vivors Landed Believed to Number

.3& mm&%'&mm ‘&,’.‘J‘..‘E'E Not More Than 500 Out of

| Comie'vnd o i sstoiom * "7 Togal List of About 2000.

| that a state of war exlets between Great Deitaln and Germany ;
|| that the sone of war Intlodes the waters adjocent (o the Britiah

RSN MANY BOSTON PEOPLE ON
ety o S gl Gt Esbag, Wosiogon D LINER'S PASSENGER LIST
The answer of the Cunard company 10 the advertisement

was as fallows: German Embassy Had Given Waming to Pas-

“The Germans bave been uying for some time to put Eng-
s e e SN L st B s Chames N . sengers—Submarine Sunk Her Prey
vent traveling on English laes. The fact is that the .
Off Insh Coast.

is the safest abi L She is too fast for German
ot submarises. will reach Liverpood as per sched.
e, and arrive da New York on time an loag a8 we care to run
hee” Quecastown, May 8, 113 A M.-Survivers of the Cunard
Copt. W. T. Tumer of the Lunitania ridiculed the German || Noer Lusitacia, torpedosd by a German sebearing off the Irish
o His statement, made as the liner was about 8o sall, 1] coaut today, lasded here late In the wight, fear that hundreds of
. Ives have been ing famaki
11 rondar what wi be the Germans maxt mave. T4 st || ™ Dospeucie eceivd frem. Clownity, Kinsae 24 oshe
= a te very '
with thelr warnings from the sppearance of the passenger lay || points where passengers have been landed, ako Indicate that the
atd the pler.” sagnitode of the dasater may be appalliag. It is cerais that
- the toll of lives will be heavy.,

. _oren ey
. . — - Many of the rescued are terridly injured or ssfferiag from
, - P’ 45 e s o & _ | | hodck and exposure. Everything possidie Is being done to relleve
1% : s R | [ their condition, and the resowrces of the Aubocities and 'C
; A Cunard company are belag taxed.
- A O 1 A Only about 80 minutes was glves Lor the work of rescue. In
. s o8 AN : that brief time, from all sccowats thus far avallable, the officers

of the liner did magnificent work. Most of them, it is beleved
gave up their lives 1o ald the escape of the possengers.

Y e st SUBMARINE GAVE NO WARNING
P . < _' .“-.f'.l'_.'--. oA No warning whatiover was given by the German submaring

Sl g ] » . | s —— 3
‘_ ¥ B OM vl TN o TIPS o . L Jx, . R / raposaible for the work of destruction. It was sighted by persons
- e e —————— ——————— | | L& 05 ] | on the deck s it rose to Sacharge two torpedorns.
‘ ‘ : MR A TtV - The passesgers wera for the most part at danch at the time,
_ > 8 BRI i | | 5o sudden was the sppearance of the ssbaarine and 30 quickly
° WL ] | i fuMiTl ehe theeat made agaisat the Lusitania shortly defore it
: . I\ s % | | sailed, that no cpportenity was given to protect the ship.
’ ‘ oy The first teepedo came shooting through the waves and hit
= SR | [ the Lusicaria oa the starboard side, forward A tremeadous ex-
J " plesicn resulted and the boat listed vickemtly,
: SECOND TORPEDO FINISHED HER
g 5 Y ? X Alreost immediately alterward the second torpedo was ficed
Answer to Ultimatum to Be Delivered to Minister |Excitement Greater Than Since War Began Fol- lato the engine rooes of the Niser. A iven tore vileat explosion
> and the ship began to settle rapidly.
.a ; . ..- i ‘. Tal i AT ) \r l. .l ; P . b A'm‘“mm“‘l("'ﬂ' 10 their poats.  Passenger

Although Germany’s U-boat campaign was very successful, it claimed American lives in the process — most
notably the sinking of RMS Lusitaniain May 1915. Wishing to avoid armed conflict with the United States,
(Germany placed restrictions on which targets its U-boats were allowed to attack.

By the end of 1914 the first
offensives of World War I ended
and armies on both sides began
to dig trenches. The Western
Front devolved into war of
attrition; the first side to exhaust
its manpower and resources
would lose. To add pressure,
Great Britain immediately

established a blockade of
German ports, which stopped

ships from supplying Germany.

In response, Germany ordered

A rare photograph of a sinking Allied ship viewed through the periscope of a

1TS U_bOat ﬂeet to aggreSSIVelY submerged German submarine. Remaining in this position, a U-boat was
almost undetectable and could escape to attack again without warning.
target the vulnerable merchant
ships that supplied Great Britain
with food and war material. The
British Navy was unprepared to
meet this new kind of threat,

and it looked as if the U-boats

would win the war for Germany.

However Germany's greatest
weapon proved to be its

downfall. In 1917, believing that

Great Britain’s will to fight was B

A U-boat's gun team poses with their weapon, a 105mm breechloading rife. To

nﬁarly br Oken, Ger many released conserve vital torpedoes, which were the submarine’s main weapon, U-boat
‘ 3 ; skippers used the deck gun whenever they deemed it safe to surface.
its U-boats from restrictions on

attacking the American vessels

that supplied the British; this act

led the United States to declare

war on Germany in April 1917.




Ihe U-boat commander peering through his
periscope at a distant ship would predict

ItS course by determining its orientation
from distinctive features such as Its bow

and funnels, and estimate the distance by
comparing Its apparent length to Its actual
known length. With experience, these simple
methods were highly effective.

had to dive and remain almost still
while a target approached. Being
in the right position for a torpedo

shot required good planning and an

accurate assessment of the targets

range, course, and spee
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a U.S. Navy responded with =~

Razzle Dazzle, a revolutionar
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new anti-submarine camouflage.

STRERCT

To execute a surprise attack, a U-boat

[

I gy g T

Razzle Dazzle camouflage made it difficult
to determine which side of the ship the
observer was seeing by distorting the
apparent position of distinct parts of the
ship. Until the ship came near enough for
the observer to see through the camouflage,
It was Impossible to accurately judge the
target's heading.

Razzle Dazzle did not attempt to
hide a ship, since the smoke of the

“ship’s coal-fired engines made that

~impossible. Instead, it distorted

S a ship’s appearance so U-boat 3T
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where to submerge and wait for their
. prey, leaving the submarine well out of

~ the target’s pat

~and torpedo range.

&

~commanders would incorrectly predict




Convoy Duty

Beginning in July 1917, the
U.S. Navy implemented the
convoy system on both sides of
the Atlantic, to beat back the
U-boat threat. Naval escorts
based on America’s eastern
seaboard took convoys as far as
Iceland before turning back. As
convoys neared Ireland,

U.S. Navy destroyers and

aircraft based in Europe met

them for the final leg.
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The first American warships arrived at Ireland on 4 May 1917, less than a
month after the United States declared war on Germany. These destroyers began
sweeping the seas to make way for the thousands of transports that would follow.

Commander Joseph K. Taussig, commanding officer of the first U.S. Navy squadron
to reach Great Britain after America’s entry into the war. Being greeted by the British
Admiralty and asked about his state of readiness he replied, “We are ready now, sir.”

i
o)

An American transport and destroyer, part of an Atlantic convoy, wear Razzle Dazzle in 1918. Before the war,
destroyer had been a countermeasure to fast attack boats, but fitted with depth charges it turned out to be the
ideal anti-submarine platform. The Navy cancelled battleship construction in favor of building more destroyers.

By concentrating 20 to 30 transports,
onvoys emptied much of the sea of Allied

ships, making them harder for U-boats

to find. They provided more lookouts to

spot U-boats and ensured a counterattack

should a U-boat be sighted. Within

months, reported losses fell from 20

percent to less than one percent.

The U.S. Navy also used aircraft to provide
reconnaissance and close air support for
the ships of the anti-submarine program.
Long-range airships followed the convoys
while seaplanes operated from naval air
stations across western Europe. 'The Navy’s
first major use of aircraft in wartime
proved so successful that it ensured a place

for naval aviation in the post-war fleet.

'The combination of the convoy system and
coordinated sea and air escorts provided a
constant means of deterrent against U-boat
attacks. Any submarine skipper who dared
to approach to within torpedo range of

an Allied convoy faced the certainty of a
swift and deadly counterattack, a threat
that evidently convinced most submarine

commanders to look for easier prey.
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Allied Ships Lost

e |
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Soon after the United States entered the war, the dire situation facing Great Britain was reversed, as Allied

g shipping losses fell to sustainable levels and eventually decreased 90 percent by the end of the war.
During the 16 months that the pping y percent by

U.S. Navy operated convoys, it
escorted 18,653 troopships and

transports, carrying more than 2 . |
Meanwhile, the Imperial German Navy;

million troops and over 6 million

tons of material, without losing a which built only 317 submarines during

: . : the war, lost more than half of its U-boats
single ship to enemy action — a

to accident or in action. As Allied ships and

singular achievement.

aircraft turned up the pressure on Germany’s
remaining submarines, the U-boat hunters

increasingly became the hunted.

The success of the U.S. Navy’s Razzle Dazzle
camouflage, anti-submarine warfare, and the
convoy system all account for the decline in
Allied shipping losses after April 1917, and

the increasing number of U-boats sunk by

Allied warships and aircraft.

For the U.S. Navy, the end of the war brought a new mission: bringing home
most of the 2 million Soldiers, Marines, and Airmen who had fought in

: 2 3
France. With U-boats still at large, the use of convoys continued. Far frOm the b@lng th€ SCOurge that almOSt

starved Great Britain during the dark days
of 1915 and 1916, the U-boats had become

a hollow threat by 11 November 1918,
Armistice Day. Still, the U.S. Navy did not

relax its vigilance until the last of Germany’s

submarines surrendered.

While the Navy was busy bringing home the troops, representatives of the
victorious Allied nations met in Paris to decide the fate of Germany and the other
defeated Central Powers. The conference would last through 1919.




