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ADMIRAL LOUIS EMIL DENFELD, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED

Louis Fmil Denfeld was born in Westbero, Massachusetis, on April
A a 1

13, 1891. He was appointed to the U. S. ¥aval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, from Minnesota In 19¢8. Graduated ard rommissioned Enslisn
in June 1912, he was promoted to Lieutenant { Ja Jurne 8, 1915, to

(Ja),
Lieutenant, June 18, 1918, received temporary promotion to Lieutenant
Commander during thes World War, was commissicned in that rank June 3,
1922, and subsequently was promoted as £ollows: Commander, March 1,
1933; Captain, July 1, 1939; Rear Admiral, May 16, 19Lh2; vice Admirail,
Septerber 1, 1945, and Admiral, January 29, 1947 +o rank from January
7, 196, on March 1, 1950, he trensferred to the Retired List of the

U. S. Navy. ,

After gradvation in June 1912, he was assigned to the USS VIRGINIA
and in Octcber of that year joined the US3S ARKANSAS. In August 1913
he vas transferred to the USS PADUCAH a2nd served in her while she
operated in Mexican waters in 1914. ¥He served in the USS NEW JERSEY
from May 1915 until May 1916, when he was ordered to the USS AMMEN
which operated during the World War with the Destroyer Force based on
Queenstown, Ireland., Detached from the AMMEN in June 1918, he re-
+urned +o the United States, Aftcr sscicting in fitiing ok, Hhe peg
“LAMBERTON, he was assigned duly in that destroyer when she was com-
missioned August 22, 1918, and served 2s her Executive Officer from
December 1618 until June 1919. He then assumed command of the USS
~ MCCALL. : '

Between July 1919 and August 1921, he was Assistant Recruiting
Inspector and later Recruiting Inspectcr, New England Divisicn, Head-
quarters, RBoston, Messachusetts. In August 1921 he joined the USS
WADSWORTH and served in her until she was ceccmmissioned in Jjune 1922,
after which he reported for instruction in submarines at the Submarine
Base, New London, Connecticut. He served in the submarine S-30 -from
September 1922 until January 1923, and after fitting out the USS g-2L °
cammanded that submarine from her commissioning, August 24, 1923, un-
til June 192L. The two succeeding years he had duty in the Ships Move-
rents Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Depart-
ment, Washington, D, C. In June 1926 he asssumed command of the USS
BROCKS, serving in that command until June 1529.

He was Aide to the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation, Navy De-
partment, Washirgton, D, C., between July 1929 end May 1931. He then
served as Aide and Fleg Secretary cn the Steff of Commander Battle-
ship Divisions, Battle Ferce; Commander Zattle Force and Commander in
Chief, U, S. Fleet successively. Frcm June 1933 until July 1935, he
was on duty in the Detzil Section, Burezu of Navigation, Navy Depart-
ment. Y s
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He was Commander, Destroyer Division ELEVILY, Ezttle Force, USS
PERRY ¥lagdhip, from July 1935 until June 1937. iHe was then a2ssigred
duty ns Aide tc the Chief of Naval Qperations, Havy Department. De-
tacphed Trom that assignmeni in Auvgust 1939, he served as Commander
Destroyer Division EICHTEEN until June 19%0, and Ccumarder Destroyer
gquadron ONE until January 19&1. Duringz March 19Ll he was Specizl
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Naval Chssrver et ths American Hebassy, London,
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of staff 2rnd Aide to the Commander ares, ALlantic Flees,

from April 7 to December 26, 1941, end was awarced the Legion of
Merit for "exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Chief of Staff of a
Task Force, United States Atlantic Fleet, during the pericd April 7

to December 26, 1gLl. As.the officer rarged with the development and
organization of this Task Force (he) demcnstrzted the utmost skill and
diplomacy in obtaining the wholenzarted cooperation of the Allied
Forces. His outstanding ability and untiring efforts in organizin
and administering meny of the vital operations for which this Task
Force was responsible assisted materially in the successful war
against enemy submarines and the convoying of our shipping to the

. United Kingdom." ey gl e e vt F s ok,

On Jenuary 2, 1gh2, he repdrted for duty in the Havy Depaftment

‘as Assistant to the Chief of the Bureau of FNavigation. When the Burcau
- was redesignated the Bureau cf Naval perscnnel on May 21, 19L2, he became

soistent Chief of Naval Personnel; serving in that assignment until March
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' 1945. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Medsl "Ic¢r excepticnall
Y

meritorious service...as Assistant Chief of Naval Personnel, from January
2, 1942, to Mzrch 29, 19L5. Undertaking this exacting assigunment during =
period of erisis in the history of the Nevy, (he) achieved distinctive suc~
cess in advancing the difficult and complex progran cf repid exgansion in
personnel necessary to the manning of ships and shore bases in widespread
sreas of operations...His splerdid leacership and tireless devotion to the
fulfillment of a vital mission were essentizal Tactors in the successful

Lo :

He was Commander Fattleship Division NINE, from March to Septem-
ber 1945. Under his command that Division, during the spring end sum-
mer of 1945, with the USS WISCONSIN as flegship, operated in suppert
of the Okinawa landings, was a part of the fast task force which struck
et Japanese home islands and participated in shore bembardments of
Hokkaido and Honshu, For excepticnally meriteriocus service in this

" duty he was awzrded a Gold Star in lieu of the Seccnd Legion of Merit

¥ ..as Commander of a Battleship Support Unit, May 24, to August 2,
1945, and as Commander Battleship Division NINE from July 1 to August
15, 1945, during operations against the Japanese Home Islands. With
his command trained to a peak of comdat readiness for strikes against
vital targets in the islands of Kyushnu, Shikoku, Honshu, and Hokkaido
(he) participated in an unremittirg olfensive cdurirg long and rigorous
operations which resulted in the infliction of extensive ana costly
dam2ge or irportant Japaress indurtrial installstions. As officer re-
sponsitle for controlling radar erusnicorrmeasures for the Task-Group,



v

A

Adm. L, E. Denfeld, US, Ret. Page 3

he cornducted experimental exercises which picneered certain aspects
of the problems in this Tield for the defense of a surface foree and
thus provided the naval forces with an effective defensive weapon..."

He was ordered to Washington from the Pacific Fleet immediately
after the collapse of Japznese resistance. COn September ll 1945,
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Bureau of Nawval Persconnel znd Chief of lavel Psrsonnel, =
September 15, 1945, with the rank of Vice Admiral. In accordance
with the reorgznization of the Favy resulting from Executive Order
9635, Septcmber 29, 1945, he was assigned 2dditional duty as Deputy
Chief of Naval Operations (Personnel), effective October 10, 1945,
As Cﬂlﬁf of Naval pPerscnnel *i=Fiiétred the Navy's successfully cone-
cluded demobilirzation program and organizesd and effected persomnel
plans for the post-war Navy. : ;

On February 28, 1947, Admirsel Denfeld assumed duty as Cormrander
in Chief, Pacific and Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet, with the
_rank of Admiral. On July 18, 1947, he was appointed the first High
Commissioner of the Trust Territories, and cn November 13, 1947 he
succeeded Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, as Chief of Naval
Operations, assuming his new duties on December 15, 1947. On No-
‘vember 2, 1949 he was succeeded by Admiral rcriest P. Sherman, USN,
s Chlef of Naval COperations and on Januzry 1, 1950, reported to,the
Compandant First Naval District, Boston, Massachusetts for duty. He
remzined in that assignment unt¢l relieved of active duty pendlng hlS
retirement on March 1, 1950.

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal and the Legion
of Merit with Gold Star, Admiral Denfeld has the Mexican Service Medal
(Uss PADUCAH); the Victory Medal, Destroyer Clasp (USS AMMEN); the
Haitian Campaign Medal, 1919-1920; the Second Nicaraguan Campaign
Medal, 1926 (USS BROO{D) the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Clasp; the Asiatic-pacific Campsign Meczl; the American Camnalgn Medal;
.the World wWar II Victory Medal and the Fhilippine Liberation Rlbgon

He has received Honorary Desgrees of Doctor of Laws from the Illinois
Institute of Technology, Chicago, Illinois; Bowling CGreen State Uni-
versity of Chio, Bowling Green, Chio; Muhlenterg College, Allentown
Pennsylvania and Duguesne University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Navy Office of Information
Internal Relations Division (CI-430)
20 December 1967 .





