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REAR ADMIRAL JOHN PAIGE BENNINGTON, UNITED STATES NaVY, RET

Rear Admiral Bennington was born in Cardiff, Maryland on April 2
1900, the son of Thomas J. and Emmz Henry Bennington. He attended
Slate Ridge High School in Cardiff prior to entering the U.S38, Naval
Academy, Annapolis, Marylend, on appointment from his native state
on June 25, 1918. While a Midshipman he was a member of the base-
ball squad. Graduated on June 2, 1922, and commissioned Ensign to
repk from June 3, 1322, he subsequently rrogressed through the grades
until his promotion in August, 19UL4, to Captain, to rank from July

10, 13U3:

Following graduation in June, 1922, Rear Admiral Bennington had
brief temporary duty during July and August in the Bureau of Ordnanee,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C. On August 31, 1922, he reported
to the USS DELAWARE, and served aboard that battleship, operiting
with Division 2, Battleship Divisions, Scouting Fleet, until detached
on June 8, 1923, with orders to the Naval Torpedo Station,. Newport,
Rhode Island, for instruction in torpedoes.

Rear Admiral Bennington had duty a2t sea for the next five years,
serving aboard the USS MC FARLAND, a unit of Squadron 14, Scouting -
Fleet, from January 1924 to May 1925; the USS MAC LEISH, from May 192-
to September 1926, during which time he was a memboer 2f the landing
force ashore in Shanghai, China, in June and July, 1925; the USS PAUL
JONES, from Septemher 1926 to March 1928, participating in operations
in the Yangtze kiver valley during October 1926 and again, March to
June, 1927; and last, the USS NEVADA, a unit of Battleshir Division
2, Scouting Fleet, from July 1928 until May 1929. He had instruction
in chemical warfare at Edgewood Arsenal, Edzewood, Maryland, during
the latter assignment. :

Instruction in general line duties at the Postgraduate School,
Annapolis, Maryland, from June 1929 until June 1930 preceded instruc-
tion in the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Washington, D.C.,
until June, 1931, when he was ordered to duty in command of the Uss:
ONTARIO. He served as Commanding Officer of the ONTARIO, station
ship 2t Tutuila, Samoa, until relieved of command on January 20, 189535,
Returning to San Francisco, California, in February, 1933, he fpro-
ceeded to Washington, D.C., where.he had duty in the Training Divi-
sion (Enlisted Personnel) of the Bureau of Navigation from March 3,
14335, uwntil May 10, 1355.

Rear »dmiral Bennington again served in the battleship NEVADA,
then operating with Battleshir Division 2, Battle Fleet, from June, 1:
until June, 1937, after which he commanded the USS PINOLA, a ship of
the Train, Base Force, U.S, Fleet, from June 26, 1937, until May 31,
1938, He then returmed to the Naval academy for duty in connection



Rear Admiral John P. Benninzton, USN (Retired) Page 2

with the Bureau of Navigation training courses, and detached on

June 2, 1941, he reported for duty in connection with fitting out

the USS VULCAN, auxiliary repair ship, and for duty as navigator

upon her commissioning. The VULCAN was commissioned on June 16,
1941, and Rear Admiral Bennington continued to serve as her navigator
in Iceland prior to and after war was declared by the United States
on Japan, Germany, and Italy on December 8, 1941.

Deteched from the VULCAN on October 8, 1942, Rear Admiral Ben-
nington rerorted to the First Naval District for brief duty, after-
which on January 16, 1943, he went ahoard the USS PHOENIX to serve in
that light cruiser first as navigator and later as executive officer
during operations in the Southwest Pacific until June 14, 1944. For
meritorious service as Executive Officer and Chief Evaluator for
Combat Information Center, attached to the PHOENIX, during the period
December 26, 1943 to June 6, 1944, he was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal with the following citation:

BRONZE STAR MEDAL:
"For meritorious achievement as Executive Officer
and Chief Evaluator for Comhat Information Center
attached to the USS PHOENIX during operations against
enemy Jarpanese forces in the Southwest Pacific Area
from December 26, 1943 to June 6, 1944. TFearless
and skilled in the performance of duty, Captain (then
Commander) Bennington initiated and developed the
Office of Chief Evaluator for the Combat Information
Center and from this hattle station rendered inval-
uable assistance to his Commanding Officer during a
raid on the Wakde-Samar Area of Dutch New Guinea,
April 29-30, in an attack by torredo rlanes June 5,
and in vigorous pursuit of five enemy destroyers
northwest of Biak Island Schouten Group, June 8-9,.
1G4%, all hazardous night operations. As Executive
Officer, Captain Bennington was in large measure res-
' ponsible for welding his crew into a formidahle com-
bat unit and for the success of the FHOENIX in car
rying out numerous effective ship bombardments of
hostile positions., His loyal devotisn to duty through-
nout these vital missions was in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the United States Naval Service."

Rear Admiral Bennington returned to the United States in June,
1944, and following brief temporary duty at Headguarters, 12th
Naval District, San Francisco, California, reported to the Office
of the Chief of Naval Orerations, Navy Department, Washington, D,C.
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where he served aé Ordnance Assistant to the Assistant Chief of
Naval Operations fpor Material.

. Detached from the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations on
October 10, 1945, Rear Admiral Bennington reported for duty as Com-
manding Officer of the USS JASON (vrepair ship) at Tsingtao, China,
on December 2, 1945, The JASON operated with Commander, Seventh
Fleet (Pacific) in Tsingtao, Shanghai, and Guam, during the period
of Rear Admiral Bennington's command.

Relieved of command of the USS JASON on January 15, 1947,
Rear Admiral Bennington reported to the O0ffice of the Chief of Naval
Operations (Fleet Maintenance) on February 10, 1947, and served there
until relieved of all active duty, pending retirement. He was trang-
ferred to the Retired List of the Navy and promoted to the rank of
Rear Admiral on December 1, 1947.

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal, Rear Admiral Bennington
has the Victory Medal, the Navy Expeditionary Medal (USS MAC LEISH),
and the Yangtze Service Medal (USS PAUL JONES), and is entitled to .
the American Defense Service Medal; the European-african-Middle East-
ern Area Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Mdal;
the American Area Campaign Medal; and the World War II Victory Medal.
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Rear Admiral Bennington is a membher of the Army and Navy Country
Club, Arlington, Virginia.

14 January 1948,





