REAR ADMIRAL IRA H. WUWN, U, t. NAVY, RETIRED

Tra Hudeon Nunn was born in Camden, Arkansas, on March 16,
1901, zon of the late James B. 2nd Henrietta Hudson Nunn. He at-
tended Marion Military Institute in Marion, Alabama, prior to enter-
ing the U. S. Naval Academy from irkansas in 1920. graduated and
commissioned Ensign on June 4, 1924, he subsequently attalned the
rank of Captain to date from June 1, 1943, o0n July 12, 1951 his
sclcction to the rank of Rear Admiral was approved by the President;
his promotion to that rank dates from January 1, 1952,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1924, he
had brief duty under instruction in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy
Department, Washington, D. C., after which he served for a year in
the battleship TEXAS. From September to December 1925 he had duty
in the USS SHARKEY, and after torpedo instruction at the Naval Tor-
pedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island, had consecutive duty afloat
from July 1926 to May 1931 in the USS NEW MEXICO, USS SLOAT and USS
UPSHUR.

In Junc 1931 he reported to the office of the Judge Advocate
General, Navy Department, and after three months! postgraduate 1n-
struction, continued the course in Law at the Harvard University
Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, from which he received the
degree of Bachelor of Laws in July 1934. 1In September of that year
he reportced to Sixtecenth Naval District Headquarters, for duty in
the USS MONOCACY, on Yangtzc Patrol. He remained on Aslatic Station
until May 1937, transferring in July 1935 tao the USS TUTUILA, 28-
signed to Yangtze Patrol, and in May 1936 to the USS AUGUSTA, flag-
ship of Commonder in Chilef, Asiatic Fleet.

A tour of duty in the Office of the¢ Judge Advocate General of
the Navy preceded further sea duty as Alde and Flag gecretary on
the staff, first, of Commander Cruiser Division 4, and later, of
Commander Crulser Divislon 5, attached to the USS WORTHAMPTON, flag-
ship of each, in turn. From February 1941, until april 1942 he had
similar duty on the staff of Commander Cruisers, Scoutlng Force,
and 1n May 1942 reported as Alde to the Vice Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, Navy Department.

Tn September 1943 he assumed command of Destroyer Division 2,
and from March 1944 to June 1945 commanded Destroyer Squadron 47
with additional duty as Commander Destroyer Division 54. While in
the pacific Area he participated in operations at Pearl Harbor,
galamaua, Tarawa, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Emirau, Solomons, Marianas,
Pulelicy, Leyte, Luzon, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa,.

He was awarded the Navy Cross "For extraordinary heroism as
commander of the Screen of Task Group SEVENTY SEVEN POINT FOUR, dur-
ing our Amphibious landing operations on the shores of Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands, from October 18 to 29, 1944,.." The citation
sredits him with "pressing home numerous successful attacks against.
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hostilo aireraft and surfacc shipes during this decisive engagement
..." in spite of repeated nttack by Japanese suilcide bombers, and
submarine infested waters,

He was also awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a Gold Star in
lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal., The citatlons follow in part:

Bronzec Star Medal: "For heroic achievement as Commander De-
stroyer Division FIFTY-FOUR, in connection with operatlions against
enemy Japanese held okinawa Gunto, from March 14 to May 14, 1945,..
(He) expertly deployed his ships for maximum strength during carrier
operations in support of the Okinawa Campaign and, by his expert
direction of activities under incessant aerial bombardment by Jap-
anese aircraft in close proximity to the Japanese mainland, contrib-
uted materially to the destruction of two hostile submarines..."

Gold star in lieu of the Sccond Bronze Star Medal: "For meri-
torious achievement while serving as Commander Destroyer Squadron
FORTY-SEVEN with Flag in the USS McCORD during action against an
enemy Japancse submarine in thc Pacific wWar Arca the night of April
17-18, 1945,,.upon making contact with the hostile submarine, skill-
fully maneuvecred his ships to launch a devastnting strike...directed
a serics of fifteen brilliantly coordinnted dopth-charge attacks to
damage this inmportant underscas craft and contributed to 1its event-
ual destruction by two relieving destroyers..."

In July 1945 he returncd to the Navy Department, and after
brief temporary duty in the Bureau of Naval Personnel, served for
threc years in the office of the Judge Advocate General. He re-
ceived a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon, from the Sescretary of
the Navy for "outstanding performance as Leglslative Counsel in the
office of the Judge Advocate General from August 1945 to August
1948..." in which he was cited for "exceptionally capable handling
of the Navy Department's postwar legislative program” and rendering
distinctive service not only in his owh office but in "aiding the
Navy Department in its relations with the (ongress in matters other
than of a leglslative character...”

on August 10, 1948 he assumed command of the USS MANCHESTER
(CL-83), and relieved a year later, he reported again to the Bureau
of Naval Personnel for assignment. In November 1949 he became Ex-
ccutive Assistant and Senilor Alde to the Chief of Naval Qperations,
Departmecnt of the Navy. On May 23, 1952 his appointment to Judge
Advocate General of the Navy was confirmed by the U. S. Senate, and
he assumed the dutlcs of that office on Junc 18, 1952, He was Com-
mander Cruiscr Division TWo from august 5, 1956 until october 1956,
when he became Commander Service Force, U. 8. Atlantic Flest. On
Noverber 1, 1958 he assumed duty as Senior Merber United Nations
Comnmand Military Armistice Commission, Seoul, Korea.
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on July 14, 1959 he became Chief of the Military Assistance
Advisory Group, Norway, with headquarters in Oslo and in August 1961
he reported as Commandant of the Ninth Naval District, with head-
gquarters in Great Lakes, Illinois, "For exceptionally meritorious
conduct...(in that capacity) from August 1961 to March 1963..." he
wes awarded the Legion of Merit. The citation further states 1n
part:

"pxercising marked professional skill, resourcefulness, and
organizational ability, Rear Admiral Nunn effectively coordinated
the efforts of the various naval commands in the Ninth Naval Dis-
trict, materially strengthe..ing and melk:ng more responsive their
support to the Navy, His superb leadership, diplomacy, and sympa-
thetic understanding have made a lasting impression and have been
strong contributing factors toward the mutual understanding and
coordination of effort existing among the commands and communities
of his District. An inspring, dedlcated, and articulate leader,
(he) has rendered valuable service in promoting harmonious relations
and in enhancing the prestige of the Navy..."

on April 1, 1963 he was transferred to the Retired List of the
U. S. Navy.

In addition to the Navy Cross, Legion of Merit, the Bronze
Star Medal with Combat "V;' the Gold Star in lieu of the Second
Bronze Star Medal and the Ccornmendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Nunn
has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American
Campalgn Medal; the Asiatic-Paciflc Campaign Medal; the World War
II Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp;
the China Service Medal; the National Defense Service Medal; and
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with orfe bronze star.
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