VICE ADMIRAL FOWARD E. OREM
UNTITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

UYoward Emery Orem was born on November 4, 1600, in Corning
California, son of Horatio Orem and Mrs, (Agnes Elizabsth Lewis}
Oremr, He entersd the U, 3, Naval Academy, Annapolils, Maryland,

upcn appointment from the Sscond District of Oreson in 1918, GOradu-
ated and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1922, he subsecquently =t~
tained the rank of Rear Admiral to date from January 1, 1951,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1922, he joined
the U353 IDAHC, ocperating with Division EIGHT, Battleship 3quadron
FOUR, Paclfic, and later with Dilvision,FIVE, Battleship Divisioens,
Battle Fileet, After a year aboard the IDAHD, and & month's service
in the USS NEWPORT NEWS ending 1in August 1923, he reported to the
Aziatic Station, where he had consecutive duty in the US3 TRACY and
the US3 WILLIAM B, PRESTCN. Detached from the latter in Deceunber
1225, he reported in April 1926 aboard the USS TENMNESSEE, Seven
monthe later he was asgighned to the USS3, Army tranport CHATEAU
THIEERY, at 3an Francisco, California, for transfer tc the Rast
Coazt,

Between Jenuary and May 1927 he had duty in the U3S LAWRENOE,
a unit of Divizion FORTY, Squadron FOURTEEN, Scouting Fleet,; after
whiich he was ordered for instruction in mechanical engineering at
the Poztgraduate Schoel, Annapolis, Maryland, Hs contlnued the
course from June 1928 to July 1929 at Columbia University, New York,
New York, where he rsceived the degrees of Master of Science, Com-
nlsting his instruction, he joined the USS MARYLAND, orerating con-
gecutively with Battleship Divisionz FIVE and FOUR, Battle Flect,
and in May 1931 transferred to the US3 WATERS, a unit of Destroyer
Division FOUR, Battle Flest,

In July 1932 he was asgigned to the Navy Yard, Fhiladelnhla,
Penneylvania, remalning there until August 1934 when he reuponrted
aboard the U33 NEW YORK, operating with Battleship Divigion OHE,
Battle Force, He became Ascistant Gunnery Oflcer sboard that
vesgnl in May 1936, and in February 1637 was assigned duty in that
battleshlp as Gunnery Officer., Detached from the NEW YORK, hs re~
turned to the Naval Academy a= an Inatructor in electrical engineer-
ing, continuing to serve as such until May 1939, For four years,
June 1939 to June 1943, he had duty on the =taff of Commander
Crulser Divieslon 3EVAN, as Executilve Officer of the USS WICHITA;
and on the staff of Commander Cruizer Divieion 3IX, During this
time hae also served as (Chlaef of Staff to the Commander of various
tack groups and tasic Torces,

For outetanding servicer during the ecarly Part of World VWar IT,
ke wae avarded the Legilon of Merlt with Gombat "V," and the Bronze
Star Medal with Combat "V." The citaticne follow in part:

Legion of Merit: "For exceptlonaliy meritorious conduct..,as
Senlor Liaison Officer between United Statew and British Naval
Foreeg 1n Tcelandic, Britleh and NMorth Sea watere during the vperiod
August 1941 to Auguet 1942, Throughout the ecarly phases of the
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transfer of North Atlantic convoy control to our Navy and during
the establishment of Naval Activities in Iceland, (he)...,exscuted
his vital duties with exceptional vigor and sgkill. In addition, he
accomplished many important missicns involving llaison and joint
operational matters with such outetanding =zuccess that he achieved
a much Improved mutual understanding and a closer cooperation be-
tween the two navies,.."

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious gervice ar Chief of Staff
and Operations Officer on the Staff of the Commander of Taslk Force
19 in actlon against enemy Japanese forceg off Guadalcanal and Ren-
nell Islands and in the Aleutian Tslande, from December 11, 1942 to
June 20, 1943..,(he) rendered invaluable assistance to his Task
Force Commander throughout numerous vital engagements with hestile
forces in these s=trategic areas thereby contributing materially to
the succezsful accomplishment of all assigned missicns,.,."”

He also recelved two Letters of Commendation, with authoriza-
tion to wear the Commendation Ribbon and the Bronze S5tar 1n lieu of
a fecond similar award, from the Commander in Chief, U, 8, Atlantic
Fleet and the Secretary of Navy, respectively. The cltations follow
in part:

Letter of Commendation: "For meritorious service as Executlve
Officer of the USS WICHITA from February 1942 until November 1942.,.
(He was)”ordered to Improve the readiness condition of the ships
for war,

Bronze Star in lieu of Second Commendation Ribbon: "For out-
standing service as Senior Officer on the gtaff of Commander of a
Cruleer Divlsion and later as Executlve Officer of a cruiser, In
the former post, acting as principal reprssentative in jolnt opera-
tional matters of conslderable magnitude with British naval forces,
you were eminently succesgful in achieving close cooperation and
gtronger combined strength of the joint forces. Subeequently,
while attached to the cruiser, your superior performance of duty in
training and directing the eship's company in organized damage con-
trol was evidenced in the prompt arresting of fire and other damage
from hostile shells during action off Cazablanca, French Morocco,

November 8, 1942,.."

In April 1943 he became Alde and Flag Secretary on the staff
of the Commander in ChieZ, U, 3, PFleect, with headguarters af the
Navy Department, Wacshingson, D, C, "For exceptionally meritorious
conduct,..," in thie asegiznment from October 15, 1943 to June 18,
1945, he was awarded a Gold Star in lleu of the Second Ieglon of
Merit, The citation continues in part: "Discharging his responsi-
bilities with szound judgment and outstanding professionsl =kill,
(he) rendered distinguished service in directing the administrative
functlons of the 3taff, Commender in Chief, United Statecs Flect,
throughout this vital perilod,.."
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