- destroyer PERRY and the battleship CALIFORNIA until 1933,

In 1935 he participated in the Aleutian Island Survey Expedi-

' ?ﬁ£ ﬁﬁg;h_?.{.

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN P. IFFIELD, JR.
{INITED STATES NAVY

Born in Babylon, New York, Beajamin trince Field, Jr., was

appoinbed to the Naval Academyv from that state in 1927. Gradu-
ated with the Class of 1931, he had consecutlve duty in the

when he joilned the staff of Commander Battleship Division THREE.

tion as Survey Officer of the US3 GANNET and later that year
was asslgned to the destroyer PILLSBURY as Gunnery Officer.

Between 1938 and 1940 he was an Instructor In the Department
of Seamanship and Navigation at the Naval Acodemy, after which
he had dubty as Flag Lieutenant to Commander Cruiser Division
BIGHT, In June 1942, five months after the United States enbex
World War IX, he joined the destroyer BOYLE to serve as HExecu-

tive Officer until February 1943 and as her Commanding Officer

until Qctober 1944, For outsbtanding services as Commanding
Officer of the BOYLE during 1683 and 1944 he was avarded ths
Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V,

. and three Letters of Commendation with authorization to wear

the Commendation Ribbon and two bronze stars,

He commanded the destroyer WILEY, opersting In the Pacific
avea,until May 1946, when he was detached for a two year tour
of duty as Head of the Ssamanship Division at the Naval Academy.
In 1949 he completed a course in personnel administration at
Stanford Unlversity, receiving the degree of Master of Arts.

"After an assignment, which extended to July 1951, as Assistant

Personnel Offlicer on the staff of Commander Service Force, U. 5.
Atlantic Fleet, he assumed command of the attack cargo ship

ALSHAIN.

Duty as Commanding Officer of the Naval Station, Annapoeolis,
Maryland, 1952-1955, was followed by service afloat as Commande
Destroyer Squadron ONE. Labe in 1956 he reported as Commanding
Officer of the Naval Station, Guantanamc Bay, Cuba, where he

continues to serve. -
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CAPTAIN BENJAMIN PRINCE FIELD, JR.
UNITED STATHS NAVY

PERSONAL DATA:

Born: 22 June 1908, Babylon, New York '
Perents: Denjamin P. Ficld {Deceased) and Grace (Conklin)
T3 aTd (nAaw Mra - Trels Srdsan ) :

Education: Islip High School; Severn School, Severna Pari,
Md.: U. §. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. (B3,
1931); Stenford University (MA, 194G)

PROMOTIONS :

Engign, USN, 4 June 1931 -

Lieutenant (junior grece), USN, 4 June 193k
Lieutenant, USN, 1 Juliy 1939

Liecutenant Commander, USN, 15 June 1942
Commander, USN, 1 Novesmber 1042

Captain, USN, to date from 1 July 1950

DECORATIONS AND MEDALS:

Silver Star Medal

Bronze Star Medal with Combat V7 :
Letter of Commendation (SecNav) (Ribbon and "V')
Letter of Commendation (CinClant) (Ribbon)
Letter of Commendation (Com8th Fleet) (Ribbon and "V")
American Defense Service Medal

American Campaign Medal '

Aglatic-Pacifilc Campaign Mecal .
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
World War II Victory Medal

Navy Occupation Bervlice Medal, Asia Clasp

China Service Medal

National Defense Service Medal

CITATIONS :

Silver Star Medal: "For consplecuous gallantry and intrepidit
in action as Commanding Officer of the USS BOYIE during the
amphibious invasion of Southern France between August 18

and August 30, 1944, By skillfully maneuvering his ship

and accurately directing its gunfire, Commander Field con-
tributed to the seffective support of the advancing ground
forces in clearing the enemy from coastal positions on

the right flank of the central assault area. Braving

strong return fire, he conducted the shore bombardment with

1




Capt. B. P. Field, Jr., USN

. Silver Star Medal: {cont'd) .
competence and vigor, silenced scveral enemy shore batteries,
saturated enemy troop and tank concentrations and harassed
the interior supply lines. His able particlpation in this
action maberially assisted in the expulsion of the enemy
from Southern Fremce...'

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious achlevement as Com-
wmanding Officer of the USS BOYLE, during advanced operations
in support of the Aililed Armles in Italy from May 15 to
August 5, 1944, Commencing with the Army's breakthrough
at the Anzio peachhead and continuing with the coastal ad-
vance northward, Commander Fielid operated his ship In sup-
port of the ground movement, carrylng out effective shore
bombardments of enemy installations and concentrations,
operabing agalnst hostille submarine and E-boat attacks on
vital shipping and supporting advanced minesweeping forma-
tions in clearing heavlly mined approaches Lo ports ocecuplied
by our forces, despite opposing serial attack and the re-
stricted and dangerous waters in which his ship was called
upon to operate...” . '

Letter of Commendation {SecNav): "For herolc performance

of duty as Commanding Officer of the USS BOYLE during the
amphibious assault on the Island of Sicily from July 9 to

1%, 104%. Expertly maneuvering his ship and directing her
fire, Lieutenant Commander Field provided excellent gunfire
support for our assaulbing troops in the initial landing at
Scoglitti, Sicily and, by his skillful leadershilp in shore
bombardment of enemy positions, materially assisted the rapid
advance of our invading troops..."

Letter of Commendation (CinClant): "For meritorious service
as Commanding Officer of a United States Navy warship engaged
in escors of convoy operabilons in the Atlantic during the
Second World War.He operated his ship with skill and
efficlency under the hazards of submarine Infested waters

and adverss weather conditions and thereby contributed
materially to the successful convoying of material and men
vital to the fighting fronts of Europe..."

' Letter of Commendation (ComBthFlest): Y(For) outstanding
performance of duty as Commanding Officer of the USS BOYLE
while performing convoy escort duty in the Central Medlter-
ranean on November 7, 1943,.. After a heavy aerial attack
on the convoy had resulted in torpedoing of a screen des-
troyer and of two troop-laden transports, you skillfully and
coolly took part in rescue operations although in spite of
your perassvering salvage efforts the two gtrickon trapsports
were lost in the heavy seag. Your able seamanship was
largely responsible for the recovery of more than one thou-
sand survivors and your superb conduct of an anti-submarine




Capt. B. F. Pleld, Jr., USK

CLettoer or Compe ndstion (Combtnilgﬁt) {cont ta)
petrol was instrumentel in averting sdditicral sttacks ap: in.
the ships which had besn damaged or were immobilizsd during’

the rescue operations. U
CHRONOLOGICAL TRANSCRIPT OF NAVAL SERVICE:

Jul 19%1 Jul 1933 U85 PERRY {(Gunnery Officer)
Jul 1922 Hov 1933  US3 CALIFORNIA (CGunnery Officer)
Nov 1933 May 19%5 Staff, Commander Battleship U1v1Qi0n :
May 1935 Nov 19%5  USS GLNNET (Survey Officer)
Nov 1935 Apr 1938 U353 PILLSBURY \Gunnﬁrv Qfficer
Apr 1938 Jun 1940  Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. iInstrL
: in Dept. of Seamanship and Navligat
Jun 1940 Jun 1942 Staff, Commander Crulser Division 8
(Flag Lisutenant)
Jun 1942 PFeb 1043 Uss BOYLE,gExecutive Officer)
~Feb 1943 0Oct 1944  USS BOYLE (Commanding Officer)
Oct 1944 May 19%6  USS WILEY {Commanding Officer)
Jun 1946 Jun 1948 Naval Academy (Head of Seamanship Div.)
Jun 1948 Oct I949  Stanford University {instruction in vper-
sonnel administration)
Oct 1949 Jul 1951 Staff, Commander Service Force, Atlantic
(AS“?b Personnel Officer) _
Jul 1951 Jul 1952  USS ALSHAIN (Commanding Officer)
Jul. 1952 Naval Station, Naval Barracks, Annapolis
Ma . (Commanding OfflCGW)
1% Oct 1956 (orders) Naval station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
: (Commanding OPflcer‘
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