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Yrllinm Nolin Deragon vas born in Albany, New York, on March
26, 1911, eon of W, J, and Virginia Nolin Deragon. He wag gracu-
~ted from Albanj High Sehool and atisnded Wernlz Preparagory
sehiool before entering the 79, 3, Navol Azaceny 1n 1830, As n 2o~
£iinacn he was a meaber of the Orew. ““adeLeo and commiegsioned
Ineizn on May 31, 1934, he subsequently advanced to the ron): of
Comtalin, his @ate of rank July i, 19453,

Liter graduation from the Faval Academy, he had successive
cervice in +Fe USS LOUISVILLE, flazship of Cruirer Division
Scoubing Force, and the USS SH“JS operqt ng with Deestroyers, Scout—
ing Porce. On duhe 30, 1937 he rcpo;ted to the Submorine que, Sew
London, Connecticut, wherc ke completed the course in gubmarine in-
gtrucvion, FHe then had duty bO“Pd the USS S8-42, a unit of Subnmo-
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ring Divigion 11, bascd a3 G ¢ £clo, Canki Zone, from January
1036 until October 1939

Urdered to the Navy Vard, Portzmouth, New Hempshire, he ac-

gigted in ritting out the USS ShaWoL?, sﬂn" aboard thav submrring
ot her commissioning, December 1, l9ﬁ9, for duty at sea. He servod

cuC“c gively as Fi“qt Lleutenant, Gannery OffvccV Noevigator, cnd
xecutive Officer of the SMEW”LL, Guring the flT°L vart of Vorl!l
Vier TI, marticipating in the Poilippine Irlends operoation; action
ot Badoeng Strait; and in gix war natrole.

He woe awvarded the 3ilver Star Medal "Tor conspicuous jnllan-
try and intrepidity as Aszig t =l Aﬂproa h Offiecsr and Data Comwuter
Operator of the USS SEAWOLF during =ction 2gaingt enemy Japancoc
forces on March 31 and April 1, 1043,..” The citation contﬁauecz
"Subjected to intense depth Chu rging By a force of hostile crulrers
encountered off Christmos Islend, Indian Geean, 1. Deragen wog

cclm and courageous in the perfsrmance of his estential Guties

witile hiz aubmarine presrced home three aggressive attacks at Jdanzer-
ougly closze range on the heavily screened Japanese waerships, Vhen
geriour mechanical feiluree th“eqtoned his ship near the end of =
SOwday putreol, he greatly ascisted 1n sustaining the crew's high
morale by hig inepiring leadsrchip and begaring, and thereby con-
ti‘DULCQ 1mmeﬁqur3b Ly to the su,oe stul coupletion of an exactinsg
ceeigniment,

fl

He tras also, ﬂwav-ed a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze
star Medal with Coubat v, " fcr "horoic service as Assistant ip-
nroach Officer of the USS SEAWOLE darlnp har E11h+h War Pa+rr¢ in
tihe Bonin Islands and Pormoss aren from np“¢l > to May 3, 1g43.,.
(at which time he} rendered vaLuabLe aszistance to his ccmmannﬁng
officer in conducting successriul attoeks which resulted in the
gin'7ing of fiwe enemy UuLSCLH, WCLNQng cne Ceztroyer, for o total
of over 13,000 tong, and coniribused matcriolly to the succesc of
his ship 1n evading severe enemy countermsasures..,"
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He 18 also entitied {2 the Ribbon with star for and facsimiles

0of the Navy Unit Commendaticn avardeld the USS SEAWCLF for out-

standing service during her Fourth an? Seventh War Patrols,

Returning to the Strtmarine Base, New London, in July 1943, P
he attended Prospective Commending Officers! School, and in October
that year, reported to the Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Navy Yard as
Prospective Commanding Officcr of the USS PTPEFTSH. Under his com-
mand, that submarins, from February 1944 to May 1945, participated
in the following operations in thie Pacific: Capture and osccupa-
tion of Saipan; Battle of the Phiiippine Sea; ralds on the Bonins;
Leyte landings; asgsault and occupation of Okiirawa Gunto; Third
Fleet operations against Japan; zand several war patrols. He was
avarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," and cited as
follows:

"For meritorious service as Commanding Officer of the USS
PIPEFISH during the Second “2r Patrol of that vessel in eneny
Japanese waters from August €, 1944 to September 27, 1944, Ski11-
fully delivering torpedo attacks against enemy shipping, despite
alert enemy escort and patrol crart in the area, (he) sank an
enemy freighter of 4,000 tons and damaged two additional enemy
ships totaling 4,700 tons...and Tbrought his ship to port undamagsd
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He also received a Letter of Commendation, with Ribbon and
Coubat "V," from the Secretery of Navy for meritorious service as
Commanding Officer of the U33 PIPEFISH cduring her Third War Pa-
troi in the Pacific; and two Letters of Commendation each with Com-
bat "V," from the Commander in Chief, Pacific Flzet, for similar
auty during the period May to July 1%4%, and during = rescue opera-
tion, successiveiy.

Upon his return to the United States, he was again ordered to
the Portsmouth Navy Yard, to serve this time as Assistont Captain
of the Yard, and Assistant ic the Administrative Officer. He con-
pieted that tour of duty in hay 2948, and in June assumed command
of" the USS CHARLES H. ROAN (LLC-385), a unit of Destroyers, Atlentic
rFleet., Detached in November 1940, he reported in January 1950 to
Commander Military Sea Transrcortation Service, Navy Department,
Washington, D. C., where h: verved until July 1981 as Assistant
Director, Maintenance and Repair Division.

He was a student {seni~r course) at the Navsl War College,
Newport, Rhode Isiand, frow July 1951 until Jun: 1952, and on
July 11, 1952, assumed corrr.nd of the USS SALAMIINTE (A0-25). Tn
October 1953, he returned “u the Navy Departmenc for duty as
Director of the Passenger Division with the Military Sea Trans-~
portation Service, and in December 1956 became Chief of Staff to
the Commander Military Sea Transportation Service, Western Pacific
Area with headquarters in Yokosuka, Japsan,
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In addition to the Siiver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal
with Gold Star and Combat "V, " the Commendation Ribbon with two
Bronze Stars and Combat "V," and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon
with Star, Captain Deragon has the American Defense Service Medal,
Fleet Clasp; the Asiatic-FPacific Campaign Medal with angagement
stare; American Campaign Medal; World War IT Victory Medal; and
the National Defensec Service Medal. He has al=o been awarded the
Army Distinguished Unit Emblem for duty on board the USS SEAWOLE
in defense of the Philippines,
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