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REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH P, CANTY
U. S, NAVY, RETIRED

Joseph Patrick Canty was born in Springfield, Illinois, on
September 11, 1906, son of the late Patrick Timothy and Sarah Jane
(Ramsden) Canty. He was graduated from Elgin (Illinois) High
School in 1924, and on August 12, that year enlisted in the U. S,
Navy. On August 11, 1925 he was honorably discharged to accept an
appointment to the U. S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, As a
Midshipman he was on the staff of the Plebe Year Boolr and was
associate Editor of the "Lucky Bag," Graduated and commissioned
Ensign on June 6, 1929, he subsequently progressed in rank to
that of Captain to date from July 1, 1949, having served in that
rank (temporary) from December 10, 1945 to January 1, 1948, On
April 1, 1955 he was transferred to the Retired List of the U. S.
Navy and was advanced to the rank of Rsar Admiral on the basis of
combat awards,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1929, he joined
the USS NEW MEXICO as Assistant Navigator and Assistant Electrical
Officer, and from June 1931 until May 1935 served successively in
the Gunnery Department of the destroyers BRECKINRIDGE and HATFIELD
and the crulser OMAHA, He next had Deck and Communication duty on
board the USS RELIEF, and in May 1936 assumed command of USS EAGLE
19, He was attached to the USS GOLD STAR as Fngineer Officer for
two years, May 1938-May 1940, after which he was assigned as Elec-
trical Officer on bnard the ﬁSS COLORADO, Detached from that bat-
tleship in September 1941, he reported as Executive O7ficer of the
USS DEWEY,

He was serving as Executive Officer of the USS DEWEY during
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on De-
cember 7, 1041, and subsequently was escort for the USS LEXINGTON
in the attacks on Rabaul, Salamaua, and lae, and in the Battle of
Coral Sea, during which she rescued the crew from the LEXINGTON
vhen she was abandoned due to fire, He saw further action during
the Battle of Midway, assault on Guadalcanal (escorting transports
and the Battle of the Rastern Solomons {escorting the USS SARATOGA),
In November 1942 he assumed command of the DEWEY, and for "ex-
ceptionally meritorious conduct.,.(in that command) during the
gelzure and occupation of enemy Japanese-held Attu Igland in May
1943,.," he was awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V." The
citation continues:

"Ski]lfully maneuvering his ship through dense fog, (he) pro-
vided invaluable fire support for owr landing craft approaching
the beaches through uncharted and hazardous waters and, later, for
our ground troops advancing in the face of hostile opposition. On
May 2%, when Japanese bombers attempted to raid sur forces in the
area, the destroyer furhished fighter director services, enabling
our planes to drive off the enemy without damage to our ships or
gshore installatlons, and to inflict heavy losses on the attackers.
Commander Canty's superb seamenship and indemitahle fighting spirit
contributed in a large measure to the success cof thig perilous
undertaking,"”



R, Adm, J, P, Canty, USN, Ret, page 2

Under his command, the USS DEWEY also participated as an es-
cort for the Attack Force on the Gilbert Islande, saw action in the
assault on Makin Island and subgequently joirned the foree at Tarawa
prior to its withdrawel.

Detached from command of the DEWEY in December 1943, he re-
ported the next month as Commanding Officer of the Naval Trainini
Schools, Fort lLauderdale, Florida, Between July and October 194
he was Commanding Officer of Naval Beach Battalions in training at
the Amphibious Base, Oceanside, California, after which he had
duty on the staff of Commander Transport Squadron Eleven, In that
assignment he served as Squadron Beachmaster and landed the 6th
Army Division at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands, and also
served ag Sguadron Beachmaster during the landing of the Third Ma-
rine Division at Iwo Jima,

Returning to the United States in July 1945, he again reported
as Commanding Officer of Naval Beach Battalione under training at
Oceanside, California, and in November of that year joined the staff
of Commander Amphibious Group TWO as Operations Officer, He was
Chief Staff Officer to Commander New York Group, Atlantic Reserve
Fleet, from November 1946 until November 1947, when he transferred
to the staff of Commander Boston Group, Atlantic Reserve Fleet, to
gserve as Material Officer until March 1949,

Ordered to duty afloat, he commanded the USS MARIAS until June
1950, followed by an assignment as Director of Training, First Naval
District, with headquarters in Boston, Massachusetts., He remained
there until August 1952, and after instruction at the Naval War Col-
lege, Newport, Rhode Island, assumed command in June 1955 of the
USS CASCADE, Detached from that command in September 1954, he then
reported as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations to the Command-
dant of the Sixth Naval District, with headquarters in Charleston,
South Carolina., He continued to serve in that capacity until re-
1ieved of all active duty pending his retirment, effective April 1,

1955,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Rear Ad-
miral Canty has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp;
the American Campailgn Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one
silver star and four bronze stars (nine engagements); the World
War II Victory Medal; the China Service Medal; the National Defense
Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star.
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