CAPTAIN JOHN J, CHEW
CIVIL ENGINIER CORP3, U, S. NAVY,

RETIRED

John James Chew was born in Wasnington, D, C., on March 18,
1693, =on of Robert Smith and Mary Cadey Chew, both now deccach
He attended TForce School and VWestern High School in Washington,
and was graduated from Cornell Unlvertwtv witin the degree of Me-
chanical Ingineer in 1915. Fe centered the U, S. Naval DNeservs
f'orce as IFncign in November 1917, and served itnroughout World War
I and until he was released from active duty in Lhe rank of Lieu-
tenant (jg) in July 1919, then remained in the inactive Liescrve

until September 1821,

Entering the Civil Bngineer Corps of the U, 3, Navy asg a Iieu-
tenant (jg) in September 1921, he advanced through subsequent “Hro-
motione, to the rani of Captaln, his date of ranl: Junc 20, 1942,

He was tranzferved to the Retired List of the U, 3, Navy on June
30, 1954, but continues on active duty

During his service with the Naval Recerve Force in World VWar
i, e had two months' instruction in the Bureau of Ordnance Navy
Department, Washington, D, C., and from January 1018 to May of
that year, was Arsistant Inepector of Ordnance in Charge at Detroit
Michigan. Hec then returned to the Bureauw of Ordnance, Whero he
vag Aggistant to the Mine Desl: 0fficer until released from active

auty in July 1919.

Renorting in September 1921 to the Navy Yard, Philadelnhia,
Tenngylvania, he gerved as Agsistant to the Public Vorlse Officer
until January 1925. He had similar duby until August 1927 at the
Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, where he supervised con-
struction of the first landing field built there. TFor Lwo years
thereafter he was Public Worlie Officer at the Naval Statiosn, Tu-
tuila, Samoa.

"Reporting in October 1929 to the Navy Yard, Philadelphia,
Ionnuylv nia,. he served as Power Supeflntcndent and Agsistant to
the Public Uornu Officer until June 1932, when he was transferred
to théy az Public Worle Officer at the Submarine Base, Coco Solo,
Canal Zone, where he remained for three years. A tour of duty ase
- Agsistant to the Public Works O0fficer, Naval Operating Basze, San
Diego, California, preceded similar duty at the Navy ¥Yard, BrooL
lyn, ﬁew Yorl:, from September 1938 untll Decenber 194 1, vhen the
United Stateg entered World Var II,

: He. rerved throughout the war period and until August 19406 in
the Navy Department, Washington, D, C., ag Director of the Finance
and Operating Denartmcnt of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, He was
swarded the Lezion of Merit "For exceptionally meritirous conduct

.ag A321Qtant Direetor and Direcctor of the Finance and Operating
Department Burcau of Yards and Docl:g, from Becember 1941 to Oc-
tober 1945 " mhe citablon stabtes that "whilo administering the
financial and contracting functions of the Bureau, (he) ifmproved
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cnd simplificd wmethods and nroccdurces involved 'n the distribution
of appropriations to ficld activitics...(and) contributcd mucg to
the ceonomienl and cfficicnt cxpenditurce of government funde.’

Reporting to the Naval Shipyard, Now York, New Yorlk, hc egorvod
ag Public Works Officcr from August 1946 until May 1950 when he ro-
turncd to the Burcau of Yards and Docl.e for duby as Inspcetor Gen-

cral, He has remaincd ln tht assignment gincé his rotiicment on

Junc 30, 1954,

In ad@ition to thc Legion of Merit, Captain Chew has the Yorld
ay I Victory Mudal; the Amcerican Defunse Scrvico Medal; Amcrican
Compaipgn Modal; the World War II Vietory Mcdal; and the National
Defensc Scrvice Medal. He reccived a citation from the Govermmont
of Greot Britain for assisting in putting out a firc on o British
freighter, whilc on duty in Samoca in 1928.
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