REAR ADMIRAL DWIGHT M. AGNEW, UNTTED STATES I.VY, RETIRED

Dwight lierle Agnew was born in Fredericktown, Chic, vn Jonuaxy 1, 1302,
scn of Liurray J. and Erma Louise (Follin) Agnew, both now deceased. He attended
Fredericktown High Schoul and Deaison University, Granville, Ohic, fur ome yecot,
prior to entering the U, S. aval JAcader: y dnnapolis, Haryland, on appeintient
froun his native state in 1922, Graduated and coiiissioned Ensign cn Junc 3, 122§
he progressed in rank, attaining that of Captain, tc date froo Ausust 1, 1942,
On July 1, 1256 he was transferrcd to the Retired List of the U. §. Havy and was
advenced te the rank of Rear Jdidiral on the basis of coubat awards,

Fellowing graduation frow the Haval fLcadeny in 1226, he joined the USS CuiAHA
for cumaunication duty and between May and Hoverber 1927 had detached duty at
the Naval Radic Station, San Francisco, Califurnia. Detached f
spril 1930, he continued serviece afloat in the USS GAIBLE, a fost nine layer
staticned at Pearl Harber, T. H, until May 1932, when he was as igned to thae
Divisicn of Haval Ccunwnicoticns, Office of the Chicef of Naval Operations, Mavy
Depertnent, wWashington, D. C. In June 1935 he reperted on board the USS NEVZDA
and Curing his last year im that battleship, his Turret Humber 4 won the Marjorie
Sterret and Adriral Trenchard prizes for Execllence in Gunnery.
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Froa June 1932 until October 1941 he was assigned as Coricunications Cfficer
at the U. S. llaval Station, Guantanatic Day, Cuba. He next had instructiocn of
the Haval iine Tarfarc Schocl, Yorktowvm, Virginia, prior te¢ assuning command, in
Octcber 1941, of the fast uine sweeper TREVER. The TREVELR was bascd at Pearl
Harbor, T. H., when the Japancse attacked tiic Naval Base there on Decoiber 7y
1941 and subsequently periicipated in engagenients at Guadalcanal and Tulegi.
"For extracrdinary heroisii...curing operaticns in the Sclamen Islands Area ia
fugust ond Getober 1942..." he was awarded the Havy Cress. The cltaticn further
atfates in part:

"ariicipeving in the initial attack on Guadalcanal, ZLugu S
u8 weil as un nunerous cther cceasicns, Cormander Lgnew's ship aeted as a sercen
for the transports, landing supplics and reinforcements, and, during attack, as
a fire support mincsweeper. From October 23 to 25, Cormander Agnew, as Coriander
of a Task Unit, again cntered the Solomon Islands waters, carrying vitally nczeded
nmaterial which was successfully unloaded at Tulagi. When retiring, his Unit was
attacked by a force of threce Japanese destroyers, and during the ensuing battle
he fought his ships with such brilliant success that none received serious danage
anc there was only suall loss of personnel, while his vessels inflicted soveral
hits on one eneny destroyer, setting it afirc..."
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e is also entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsinmile of the Navy Unit
Cocmendation awarded the USS TREVER for outstanding servieces in the Solcron
Islands area,

Detached from cormand of the TREVER in liarch 1943, he was ordered to the
Bethlchen Steel Coumpany, San Francisco, California, to fit out and put into
cormissicn the new 2200 ton destroyer HEERMANN. He assuned cormzand of that des-
troyer upon her commissicning, July 6, 1943, and cormanded her during the assault
and cccupation of Kwajalein, Majuro, Eniwetck, Tarawa, Euirau and Green ‘Ioland.
He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V," and was cited as follows:
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"For neritorious achievenent during operaticns against enemy Japanese
forces in the Pacific War Area from October 1943 to April 1944, During the first
part of this period when the HEERMAIN participated in the Gilbert Islands cpera-
tion, (he) directed the sinking of a snall enerny surface craft inside Tarawa
Lagoon on Hovermber 20 and, following this action, furnished close fire support
for two days. Patrolling, screening and supporting the Kwajalein-Majuro cpera-
tion, he rendered invaluable assistance in the occupation of Eniwetok Atcll and
later operated in support of the Enirau Occupaticn on the Truk-Kavieng supply
line, thereby contributing materially to our success in these strategic arcas...”

In May 1944 he joined the staff of Corriander Arphibiocus Forces, Pacific as
Lissistant Operations Officer and in that capacity saw action during the assault
cn and capture of Saipan, Tinian and Guari. He is entitled to the Ribbon for,
and a faesinile of the Navy Unit Cormendation awarded the USS ROCKY MOUNT, which
was flagship of Coumander Amphibious Forces, Pacific. He assumed cormand of the
USS HARRY- LEE in February 1945 and cormanded her during the assault on and cap-
ture of Iwo Jima. He continued to coumand that assault transport, participating
in "Magic Carpet" operations (returning veterans from the War zone), until she
was decormissioned atNew York in 1946, Fron July of that year until June 1947 he
had instruction (Senior Course) at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island,
after which he was Assistant Chief of Naval Cormunications for Plans and Liaison,
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Departuent, Washington, D. C.

In Wovember 1949 he reported as Navy Meuber on the Joint Planning Staff,
Joint Anerican Military Mission for Aid to Turkey, with headquarters in /nkara,
ile was Coumander Destroyer Squadron TEN, of the Atlantic Fleet, during the pericd
January 1932 to February 1253, then was assigned to the National Security Agency,
Washington, Ds C. On July 1, 1956 he was transferred to the Retired List of the
U. S. Navy.

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Bronze Star Medal with Coubat "“W," and
the Havy Unit Cormendation Ribbon with star, Rear Admiral Agnew has the Anerican
Defense Service lMedal; Anerican Campaign Medal; Asiatic=Pacific Caupaign iedal
with one silver star and three bronze stars (eight operations); World War II
Victory Medal; China Service lMedal; and the National Defense Service Medal.
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