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J// CAPTAIN CILAUDE L, BALL
MEDICAL CORPS, U. 5. NAVY

Claudc Russell Ball was born in Vashington, Pennsylvania, on
September 25, 180¢, =on of VWilliam S. and Lmily J. (Rohm) Ball.
Before graduatins from High School in 1920, he hed World VWar I
gservice in the U, S. NMavy from Februery 4, 1918 to August 14, 1919,
being discharged 2= a Pharmacist's Mate. During that period he
was graduated from the Hospital Corme Schoosl in Newport, Lhode Ie-
land, .and served in the Neval Hosepital, Checlsea, Massachusstis,
and aboard the USS VESTAL,

He continued his education after the war, graduatin: from the
Bridgeport High School in Bridgeport, West Virginia, in 1020 and
reccived the Bachelor of Science degree from the University of West
Virzinia at Morgantown, in 1925, Two years later he was swardcd
the degrec of Doctor of Medicine from the Univeresity of Maryland
school of Medicine at Baltimore, having scrved his student intern-
shin at Baltimore City Hospital in 1926-1927,

I'e was commissioned Lieutenant (jg) in the Medical Corps of
the U. S. Navy on June 8, 1927, and served his neriosd »f intern-
shin at the U, 3. Naval Hospital, Brool:lyn, New Yorlk. BHe wag ad-
vanced to Lieutenant on June 30, 1934, and throuth subsequent
npromotisns attained the rank of Captain to date from Junc 1, 1943.

From June 1928 throuzh 1930 he scrved on Asiatic Station, with
duty aboard the USS BIACIL. HAWX, tendcr for destroyer squadrons,
Agiatic Fleet and the USS PAUL JONES, also assigncd to the Asiatic
Fleet. He returned to the United States as Medical Officer in the
USS HART and USS RIZAL, and in 19351-1932 served as Ward Medical
Officecr at the Naval Hospital, Philadelphic, Pennsylvania. The
next year he was a graduatc student at the Noval Medical School,
Washington, D, C.: and rferved with the Civilian Conservation Corps
as Camp Surgeon in Clcarficld, Pennsylvania, and later as Sub-Dis-
trict Medical Advisor in Norfolk, Virginia,

In 1934 he attended a nosteraduate course of instruction in
Peychiatry and Ncurology at 8t. Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington,
D, C., and for two ycars thercafter was Assistant Medical Officer
at the Fleet Air Base, Coco Sols, Canal Zone, Asfsigned in October
1936 to the U, S. Naval Academy, Annanolis, Marvland, he served as
Assistant Medicel Officer there until June 1940. A month later he
bezan duty afloat as Scnior Medical Officer of the light cruiser,
USS SAVANNAE, in which he was serving of f Bermuda when the United
States entered VWorld War II in December 1041, He was aboard when
the SAVANNAH became a unit of the Naval Force group asgsigned the
tagll of immobillizing the Vichy French warships in Port de Francc,
Martinique.

When dctached from the SAVANNAH in Junc 1942, he was oidered
t2 the Receiving Statlion, Terminal Island, San Francisco, Califor-
n:a, vhere hc scrved as Senior Medical Officer from Sentember 1042
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until February 1943, In 1943-1Q44 hc wae Scenior Medical Officer
aboard the USS CALIFORNIA, which participatzd in the capture and
occupation of Saipan in the Marianas oneration in the Pacific.

He was transferred in January 1944 to Base Fospital ;-8, where he
served ag Executive Officer until February 1045, {sllowed by cduty
ag Director of the Division of Pbysical Qualifications and Medical
Records, Buvreau of Medicine andé Surgery, Navy Denartment, Wash-
ington, D, @.

In October 1940 he joined the staff of the Commander in chilef,
U. S. Atlantic Flect, and in July 1951 returneéd to the United
States for duty at the Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland. Iec re-
wained there until October 1951, after which he served ag Senior
liedical Officer at the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolig, llaryland,
with further duty on the staff of the Commandant of the Sevcrn
Jiver Naval Command. In July 1953 he became Commending Officexr of
thie U, S. Naval Hospital, Yoliosw a, Japan, his present assizgmuent.

Captain Ball has the lorld Var I Victory Medal; the American
Defensec Servicc Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Furopean-African-Middle
Dastern Cammalzn Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Camwaizn Medal: ¢
Aduerican Caupaizgn Medal; the World VWar II Victory Medal: the
Mational Defensge Service Medal, the United Nations Service Medal;
and the Iovean Service Medel,

Captain Ball 1= a member of Theta Ilappa Psi; Army and Navy
Club, Washington, D, C.; the Medical Society of St. Elizabeth's
Hoepital; the American Medical Association; and the Association
of Military Surgeons.,
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