PAE R p L o
lﬂ’:w f fl LR LARE  he g

/ COMMANDER MARSHALL U, BEmSE - \is'ii™ lii.
UNITED STATES NAVY

Marshall Ulrich Beebe was born in Anaheim, California, on
August 6, 1913, son of Marshall E, and Anna M, (Ulrich) Beebe.
He attended Occidental College (Mechanical and Aeronautical Engi-
neering) at Los Angeles, California, where he played football and
hasketball, was Clase President, and was a member of the Kappa
Jigma fraternity. He was graduated with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts in 1935, and was subsequently employed by Southern Cali--
fornla Gas Company. He served for two years with Company K, 185th
Infantry, National Guard, in California, and feom Septemper 1936
until December 26, 1937, when he was designated Naval Aviator, had
flight training at the Naval Air Station, Persacola, Florida. Com-
missioned Ensign on January 1, 1938, he advancsa in rank to Com-
mander, his date of rank July 20, 1945,

From January 1938 until June 1940 he was assigned to Patrol
Squadron ONE and 21, as an HTA pilot, and during July and August
1940 had similar duty with Patrol Squadron 23 at Ford Island,
Hawaii, He served for three months as a flight instructor at the
Naval Reserve Aviation Base, Long Beach, California, and in Janu-
ary 1941 reported for duty in the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy De-
partment, Washington, D, C. He remained there (VJ-VR Design Desk)
until March 1943, and from Maﬂ until July of that year was a
Pilot of Composite Squadron 61 attached to the Naval Air Station,

geattle, Washington,

# He commanded Composite Squadron 39, based on the USS LISCOME
BAY in the Pacific, from August 1943 until that carrier was .sunk
by the Japanese later that year, He then reported to Commander
Fleet Air, West Coast, and in April 1944 was assigned duty as Com-
manding Officer of Fighter Squadron 17, a squadron of F6F Hellcats,
which wae later based on the USS HORNET, operating in the Pacifiec,
He remained in that command until June 1945, during which period
he participated in the first navy raids on Tokyo in February 1945
and was personally credited with 10-1/2 Japanese planes, He was
awarded the Navy Cross for "extraordinary heroicm as a Pilot and
Flight Leader in Fighting Squadron SEVENTEEN, .,1in the vicinity

of Southern Kyushu, Japan, on March 18, 1945.."ds alse was awarded
for world War II service, the Distinguished Flying Cross with two
Gold Stars, the Air Medal with eight Gold Stars:. and the Purple
Heart Medal (for wounds received 1in action), 3nd is entitled to
the Ribbon for, and a faceimile of, the Presidential Unit Citation
awarded the HORNET for heroic service.

From July 1945 until June 1946 he again sevved in the Navy
Department, Washington, D, C,, this time in O0ff'ice of the Deputy
Chief of Naval Operations (Air) (Military Regulations, Armament
Desk), and for a year thereafter was a student at the General
Line School, Newport, Rhode Island. TIn July 1947 he reported to
the USS BADOENG STRAIT in which he served as Air Officer until
March 1948, He then became Aide and Flag Lieutenant on the staff
of Admiral Arthur W. Radford, USN, Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
and later Commander in Chief Pacific Flest.



Cdr. M, U. Beebe, USN Page 2

In July 1950 he reported to Commander Air Force, Pacific, as
Prospective Commanding Officer of Carrier Air froup FIVE, and
from December 1950 until May 1952 commanded thai Group, based on
the USS ESSEX, operating in Korean waters, Ile was awarded the
Legion of Merit with Combat "V," for "excepticnaily meritorious
conduct" in operations in Korea from August 1251 until January
1952, TFor further meritorious service in the furean area, he was
awarded Gold Stars in lieu of the fourth Distinguirshed Flying
Cross and the tenth and eleventh Air Medals., Dstached in June
1952, he reported to the Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River,
Maryland, for duty as Chief Project Officer., He later served as
Assistant Director and as Acting Director of the Flight Test Divi-
gion. Under orders of November Y4, 1954, he was detached for duty
in the Administrative O0ffice, Executive 0ffice of the Secretary
of the Navy, Navy Department. Since February 1956 he has been
U. S. Naval Attache and U, 8, Naval Attache for Air, Caracas,

Venezuela,

i

; In addition to the Navy Cross, Legion of Merit with Combat
"v," Distinguished Flying Cross with three Gold Stars, Air Medal
with ten Gold Stars, Purple Heart Medal, and the Presidential -
Unit Citation Ribbon, Commander Beebe has the American Defense
Bervice Medal; the American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal; World wWar TI Victory Medal; National Defense Service
Medal; the Korean Service Medal; and the United Nations Service

Medal.,

James Michener, author of best-seller "Bridges at Toko-ri,"
dedicated that book to Commander Beebe,
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